
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
       An old story is told of a peasant woman wandering through a meadow. While strolling along she meditated on the 
beauty of nature as she came across a field full of golden pumpkins. In the corner of the field stood a majestic oak tree. 
Tired from walking, she sat under the oak tree and got to thinking about the strange ways of nature that put tiny acorns 
on mighty oak trees and huge pumpkins on tiny vines. She thought to herself, “God surely blundered with some of cre-
ation. God ought to have put small acorns on tiny vines and large pumpkins on mighty oaks.” 
 
With these thoughts in mind, she went to sleep underneath the majestic oak. A few moments later she was awakened as 
a tiny acorn bounced off her nose. Chuckling to herself and rubbing her nose she thought, “Maybe God was right after 
all.” 
 
Trusting that God knows what God is doing can be very difficult. Our world lurches from one crisis to the next and it 
can seem that God has, quite simply, lost control, or opted out and left us to our own devices. 
 
In Isaiah we are reminded : 
 
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts. For as the rain and snow come down from heaven, 
and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout…………so shall my word be that goes out 
from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for which I 
sent it.” 
 
Thankfully, God’s ways and God’s thoughts are not the same as ours. We are even more aware of this as we move 
through Lent toward Holy Week and the last days Jesus spent here on earth. It must have appeared to everyone that the 
end was nigh, the dream was over and that God’s purposes had been defeated. But God had the last word, love not 
hate had the last word and life not death had the last word. Though it seemed all was lost, God knew what God was 
doing. 
 
In this truth we have the confidence that in our lives, God knows what God is doing and is to be trusted.  
 
So whatever life brings and wherever it takes you, be assured that God is at work. Though we may not see it and though 
we may have more questions than answers, God’s work and purposes shall triumph. 
 
 
Blessings 
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Upcoming Events 

 
Lenten Taizé Service   Please join us for a Lenten Taizé service on Thursday, March 
17 at 6:00 p.m. This contemplative service has been described as “an oasis of peace.”  
Pastor Gillian will use elements of prayer, song, and silence during the candlelight 
service. Music will be provided by soprano Ami Bouterse, pianist Alejandro Alum-
breros, and other musicians.  
 
Mission  This month we are bringing back the Cuban Sandwich Sunday on Sunday, 
March 6th, in the dining room downstairs. It was such a success last year, we decided 
to bring this event back for a second year! The monies raised will be used to support 
our Cuba partnership. Also, don't forget to support our Cuban mission ministry by 
purchasing fruit in Ihrman Hall following worship each week. 
 
As always, thank you for supporting all of our missions! 
 
Martha Fusco 
Chair, Mission Committee 
 
Mission Update 
Dear Church Family: 
 
The Mission Committee is thankfully a very active committee at our church.  By the 
time you read this update we will have raised about $650+ in donations from the 
Chili Cook-off and fruit sales toward the Cuba Mission effort.  The Chili cook-off  
was  a huge success.  Thanks for your eagerness to share the warmth of the chili after 
a chilly sanctuary experience.  Now we turn our attention to the Cuban Sandwich 
fundraiser, to be held on Sunday March 6, 2016, after our service.  If you would like 
to help us with this fundraiser please contact Pastor Gillian or me.   
 
Pastors Ary and Beidy from our partnership church in Matanzas plan to visit our 
church  April 1-8, 2016.  I did my best to convince them to come later in the sum-
mer.  Pastors Ary and Beidy will come to Racine for a week and then they will travel 
to Seattle for a week to develop a Korean Youth Partnership.  If you have a special 
activity or want the Pastors to join in a tour or activity please let Pastor Gillian know 
so that we can try and incorporate your suggestions into the week long agenda.  Al-
so, if anyone is interested in helping with hosting the Pastors during the week please 
let us know the details of your hospitality offer.   
 
Cuba continues to struggle to meet the needs of their people.  Our church has done 
an amazing job of promoting this partnership, by reaching out to our partners in 
faith.   Please consider travel to Cuba in the New Year:  2017, on the next mission 
trip to Cuba.  We would love to have more of our young families travel to Cuba in 
the new year, please consider this amazing opportunity in your journey of faith.   
 
Cuba continues to be in current events.  Last week, Cuban President Raul Castro 
traveled to Paris, France to visit with President Francois Hollande.  Hollande called 
for the termination of the American Embargo. See the article on our Cuban Bulletin 
Board.   It is unlikely that the American Embargo will be lifted before the next 
American President is elected but there is plenty of time for President Obama to 
take some additional actions to ease more restrictions upon the Cuban economy.   
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 Birthdays 
 

Mar 1 Nathan Eisner 
 Elgin Karls 
 Julia Meiri  
Mar 6 Sadie Carpenter 
 Sydney Carpenter 
 John Muir  
Mar 8 James Eastman 
 Eric Sorensen 
Mar 9 Virginia Holle 
 Richard Kossack 
Mar 10 Janet Bruning 
 Thomas Earnest 
 Bradford Leipold 
Mar 11 Gary Sondergaard 
Mar 13 Linnea Brooke 
 Barbara Earnest 
 William Wortley II 
Mar 14 Sarah Relaz 
 Janice Teichert 
Mar 15 Dugan Nichols 
Mar 17 Patrick Harris 
 Lilah Rose Holle 
 Edward Lehmann 
 Emma Mason 
Mar 18 Zachary Vollman 
Mar 20 Bailee Carpenter 
Mar 23 Melvin Polzin 
Mar 24 Becky Henn 
 Jeffrey Leavell 
 Kurt Ringwalt 
 Frank Smith 
Mar 25  Julie Ervin 
Mar 26 LuAnn Hansen 
 Sarah Savage 
Mar 27  Ava Hendee  
Mar 28 Mary Eastman 
 Dean LaMarr 
 Ross Oestmann 
Mar 29 Nicole Relaz 
Mar 30  Douglas Ford 
Mar 31 Myrna Kryger 
 Anne Malin Ringwalt 



our group.  Call or e-mail Ginny Holle, 884-0230 or 
dholle@wi.rr.com by that date if you wish to join us.  We 
will meet in the lobby of the Theater Guild by 1:50.  Gin-
ny will have your tickets. 
 
Be sure to check your monthly newsletters and Sunday 
bulletins for announcements about future activities 
planned for Deborah Circle and Senior Gems! 
 
Food Pantry  
We continue to pickup new clients each month at the 
food pantry.  It's sobering to comes to terms with the 
number of hungry people in our community, but reward-
ing to feel we are helping to alleviate the problem.  We 
continue to urge our recipients to join us on Sun-
day.  Please welcome them if they do attend. 
 
Our food supply from the Racine food bank and TEFAP 
consists primarily of the same items.  This results in a 
consistent shortfall  of some items.  We make monthly 
purchases of some of these things with the monetary do-
nations from the Church members.  We continue to 
look for the  most economical places to purchase these 
items so we are spending your donations wisely.  We also 
greatly appreciate you contributing these items when we 
ask for them.  Please continue to donate canned pasta 
meals, hearty soups, pork'n'beans and/or beef stew.  Any 
personal hygiene articles are also greatly appreciated by 
the clients.  Through feedback from our clients we have 
learned that our food bank has the reputation of being 
one of the friendliest and most generous in the city! 
 
Your generous donations have allowed us to buy a large 
chest freezer.  As our numbers increase, so does our food 
supply, so we needed more cold storage. We have also 
added more shelving which was donated by a Church 
member. 
 
We have one more request from the congregation.  With 
the winter months, comes travel by our volunteers.  So, 
we are in desperate need of people to sub.  This would 
only involve two hours of your time.  Besides being a re-
warding experience, it is a fun opportunity to visit with 
other Church members. Please consider offering your 
time at least once over the next few months.  Contact 
LuAnn Hansen or Karin Roach if you are interested. 
 
Sincerely, 
The1st Presbyterian Food Bank co-chairs 
Karin Roach 
LuAnn Hansen 

(….con’t) 

Ellen Cardwell is preparing an art exhibit in the Chapel 
to raise additional funds for the Mission effort.  Please 
stay tuned for more details.   
 
The Food Bank effort also continues to thrive at our 
church.  We are grateful to all of our volunteers that sup-
port this mission.    We continue to ask our church fami-
ly to respond to the specific requests of items needed in 
the Food Bank, particularly personal hygiene items.   
 
Happy New Year in Mission.  We are off to an incredible 
year in Mission.  Peace and muchas gracias for your sup-
port.   
Georgia L. Herrera, Member of Mission Committee 

Community Meal  First Pres. will be hosting the Com-
munity Meal in March on the 15th. We will need help 
with prep and serving, plus donations of casseroles, milk, 
bread, lettuce and dressing, and fruit. If you can help, 
please sign up on the poster in Ihrman Hall. Questions? 
Call Debbie Yale    498-8753(cell) or 639-5004. Thank 
you! 
 
Deborah Circle and Senior Gems   A reminder that 
Deborah Circle is assisting with the Community Meal on 
Tuesday, March 15.  Please either provide casseroles or 
help with serving the food.  Food can be brought to the 
church kitchen by 4:00 p.m. on that day.  If you are able 
to help that evening, details are on the sign-up sheet in 
Ihrman Hall.  Thank you for doing this for the Racine 
community! 
 
Also, we will have a Book Sharing meeting on Tuesday, 
March 22 at 2:00 p.m.   Senior Gems,  Deborah Circle 
and anyone else interested in joining us is welcome to do 
so.  Bring either some of your favorite books to share 
with each other or a list of favorites you have read.  We 
will meet in Ihrman Hall.  
 
  
In April, the group plans to do a trip to Cedarburg on 
Tuesday, April 12.  Join us for some fun browsing fol-
lowed by lunch at one of the quaint restaurants in this 
picturesque, historic community located a little ways 
northwest of Milwaukee.  We will meet at 10:30 a.m. in 
the parking lot on Emmertson Road and Washington 
Avenue and carpool to Cedarburg. 
 
Thank you to all who responded about going to the Ra-
cine Theater Guild for the musical “Fiddler On the 
Roof” on Sunday, May 15 at 2:00 p.m.  There are still 6 
seats left of the 12 that are being held until March 15 for 
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History Corner 

 
March is Women's History month so, it is fitting to rec-
ognize Alice Cahoon Jones in this month's History Cor-
ner. Alice was the first female elected to the office of El-
der at First Presbyterian in 1970. She led the way here 
for women to hold an office, serve communion and ush-
er. Alice died at the age of 96 on February 15, 1991. She 
had been a member of First Church since 1910. 
 
The following undated thoughts written by Alice Ca-
hoon Jones were first printed in the March 1991 church 
newsletter. It was donated to the church archives by 
Mary Johnson. 
 
ADVICE FOR TODAY 
 
Let us face our culture as of today realistically and hon-
estly.  It is a sub-Christian culture on the whole, we have 
to admit.  The emphasis is not on the quality of mind 
and spirit--it is on a high standard of living regardless of 
what it does to the human spirit. The emphasis is on 
quantity rather than quality. Our culture today urges us 
to get all we can get. Jesus urged us to give all we could 
give. Our culture today urges us to grab all of life's pleas-
ures now or we might miss them. Jesus urged men to lose 
themselves for others and to become servants of all. Our 
emphasis Is on earning a living not on learning to 
live...Fortunately, some of our young people are begin-
ning to object to that philosophy. 
 
Nancy Reeser 
Archive Committee 
 
 
 

 

 
Chapel Art 
 
The upcoming Chapel Art Show following Lent will be a 
special benefit to support First Presbyterian’s mutual re-
lationship with Cuban Parishes and their visit to First 
Presbyterian later this spring. The “CUBA COLLABO-
RATION BENEFIT’ will be on exhibit from April 4 to 
mid May. All items must be donated so that the proceeds 
from any pieces sold will be a 100% contribution to our 
Cuba relationship. Anyone is invited to donate their art-
work to this special benefit. The pieces must identify the 
fair market value of the work: the work will be offered 
for sale at a discount in order to generate funds for our 
Cuba Relationship. To find out more about these Exhib-
its please contact First Presbyterian’s Chapel Art Coordi-
nator, Ellen Cardwell, (262) 456-6336 or Email: ERCard-
well@aol.com. 
 
 
Financial  Looks like we are picking-up in 2016 were we 
left off financially in 2015 with good results overall de-
spite a shortfall on total income!  Total income for this 
January was $33,311 that compared unfavorably by       -
7.8% to last January income of $36,124.  From a budget 
perspective, we are mostly on track to start the year as 
budgeted income is -5.8% lower than prior year actual 
income. 
 
The best part of January 2016 was that expenses were 
only $31,088 compared to last January of $43,183!  
Costs decreased to prior year primarily due to payroll 
($8,333) due to significant staffing changes since then.  
Building & Grounds were also down almost ($2,000) to 
prior year.  Full year our budgeted costs are $307,200 
compared to last year’s actual costs of $344,755. 
 
We begin the new fiscal year with a net gain of $2,223!  
Last year our operating shortfall in January was ($7,059) 
so we are off to a solid start in 2016!  The operating gain 
this year represents a +$9,282 improvement compared to 
last year!  
Ed Holle  
 
 
Per Capita for 2016 is $30 per person.  Please remit the 
appropriate amount for your family.  There is an enve-
lope for this purpose in your 2016 giving envelopes. 

 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 

Harold & Mary Ralston — March 7  57 years 
Gary & Connie Wingate — March 10 42 years 
James & Georgia Hall — March 29  41 years 
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