
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

“Life is difficult.” 
 

So writes M. Scott Peck in his book, “The Road Less Travelled”. Few of us would disagree with this statement. 
Life can, indeed, be difficult and comes with no guarantee of an easy, carefree passage. In another place Peck 
wrote, “Being human is hazardous to your health.”  Over the last few weeks this has struck a chord with me. Being 
human means we inhabit bodies that can be frail, susceptible to illness, injury and weakness. As I have waited 
for my thumb and hand to heal after surgery, it has been a lesson to me in patience. It has also made me real-
ize that we only really appreciate the value of health and independence when we don’t have it.  
 
Being human is hazardous to our health as we never know what a day will bring. For some such a thought 
makes them live only for the day, throwing caution to the wind and living recklessly. For others there can be a 
deep sense of angst as they live fearful of what the future might bring. 
 
Living with a faith in God helps us through the minefield of being human. Sadly there are some who believe 
that faith in God ought to ensure a trouble free passage through this life. With such a view there can only be 
disappointment when trouble comes. Life on earth is a dangerous business and it comes with no guarantees. 
But a life lived with faith in God assures us that whatever comes we are not on our own. Yes, life is difficult 
and hazardous, but so too life is full of wonder, joy and love. Our faith in God grants us the peace of knowing 
that we are never alone. In Jesus, God took on the mantle of our humanity and endured the trials of life as 
well as embracing its joys and pleasures. Through this we know that whatever we experience in life, God un-
derstands because God has been here and continues to be here with us. 
 
Even through the difficult and trying times God is present and made known through the loving kindness, 
compassion and care shown by others. Life may be hazardous but it is also full of wonderful gifts that flow 
from God’s gracious and abundant love for us all. 
 
In Psalm 23 we read, “even though I walk through the dark places, the valleys, I shall fear nothing for You are with me.”  
 
These two words, “even though” remind us that dark places and trying times come, but through it all God is 
with us. Thanks be to God. 
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LENTEN SEASON WORSHIP AND STUDY 
 

The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday – February 10th. 
We will have an Ash Wednesday service that evening beginning at 6.30pm 

All are welcome to this service where we shall prepare ourselves for the journey 
through Lent to the joy and hope of Easter. 

 
Each Wednesday thereafter there will a Soup and Substance Study. 

Beginning at 5.30pm with a bowl of warming soup and shared fellowship, there will 
follow at 6.00pm until 7.00pm a time of Bible study, reflection and discussion. 

Lent offers us a time to reflect upon our faith and to focus again on the journey that 
Jesus took that ended with his crucifixion and ultimately his resurrection. 

What does this season mean to us and for us ? 
Where do our journey’s take us as we walk in faith ? 

Why did Jesus take the path that he did ? 
 

Please set aside some time this Lent to worship, to pray, to study and to share fellow-
ship. 

 

A DAILY LENTEN PRACTICE 
 

(Based on Micah 6:8) 
 “What does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God?” 
 

 Justice:  What steps did I take today to protect or to serve those who are weak or vulnerable? 
Did I treat others in a way that honors God? In what small ways did I participate in healing 
the world around me? 
  

Kindness:  In my speech and actions, did I show grace and compassion to others? In what 
ways did I offer kindness and mercy today? 
  
Humility:  Did I make myself available today to listen for God’s word? Did I give up the need 
to control or manipulate to get my own way? How did I live attentively and gratefully today? 
 

Lenten Blessings, Georgia Hall Worship Committee 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

First Pres Readers  Please join us on February 26 for a discussion of “So Big”, the 
Pulitzer Prize winning novel by Edna Ferber.  She grew up in Appleton Wisconsin 
and  spent the first part of her adulthood as a reporter for the Appleton and Milwau-
kee newspapers.  The story is about a single mother in the early 1900’s.  Despite 
many hardships, she retains her ability to push ahead and make the most of a hard 
life.  Linnea Brooke will host us at 7:00 pm that evening.  Any questions, contact 
Linnea or Debby Capener. 
 
Perk ‘n Pour volunteers   Thank you to all of you who have participated in this 
somewhat thankless chore but a much needed ministry at church.  Please let Ginny 
know by mid-February if you cannot continue as a volunteer during 2016.  New 
schedules will be sent to you by the end of February.  
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Birthdays 

 
 

Feb. 3 William Anderson 
 Kathryn Gleason 
Feb. 4 Margaret Seater 
Feb. 5 Gloria Flynn 
 Edward Hunt 
 Jay Yonker 
Feb. 6 James Hall 
Feb. 8 Victoria Barry 
 Kristie Carpenter 
 Bonnie Eastman 
 Robert Petak 
Feb. 9 Daniel Eifert 
 Kathryn Harris 
Feb.15 Christopher  
   Kazanecki 
Feb. 16 Robert Johnson 
Feb. 17 Beth Elzinga 
Feb. 18 Fumi Nakayama 
 Mark Zimmerman 
Feb. 19 Nancy Buck 
 Kristin Kraftzenk 
Feb. 20 Jaylen Ervin 
 David Higgs 
Feb. 21 Megan Griffith 
 Nicholas Hansen 
 Catherine Neal 
Feb. 23 Debora Sorensen 
Feb. 26 Marilyn MacCaughey 
 Elizabeth Shelton 
Feb. 27  Donald Bruning 
Feb. 28  Louise Shapley 
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15.  Further details are available on the sign-up sheet. 
  
On Tuesday, March 22 , 2:00 p.m.  we will meet in Ih-
rman Hall for a book exchange and recommenda-
tion.  You can either bring favorite books you have read 
to share with someone else or a list (copies appreciated) 
of some of books you have enjoyed.  Join us, all of you 
who love to read, for a relaxing afternoon! 
  
In April, the group plans to do a trip to Cedarburg on 
Tuesday, April 12.  Join us for some fun browsing fol-
lowed by lunch at one of the quaint restaurants in this 
picturesque, historic community located a little ways 
northwest of Milwaukee.  We will meet at 10:30 a.m. in 
the parking lot on Emmertson Road and Washington 
Avenue and carpool to Cedarburg. 
  
Be sure to check your monthly newsletters and Sunday 
bulletins for announcements about future activities 
planned for Deborah Circle and Senior Gems! 
 
 
Chapel Art News Having missed most of Epiphany with-
out any Chapel art show submissions, we will move on to 
Lent and then the springtime beyond Easter.  
 
The Lent Chapel Art Show is “LOST AND FOUND”.  
Opening Feb 1 and running until March 20, Palm Sun-
day: whatever that phrase means to you in terms of your 
thoughts, images or reflections.  
 
Please bring your artwork in any medium – paintings, 
photography, pottery, jewelry, weavings – created by pa-
rishioners of any age, or artists in Racine, Kenosha or 
surrounding areas. Hanging pieces should be matted 
and/or framed with a wire on the back so they can be 
hung on our hooks. Please indicate with a label taped on 
the piece the name of the artist, contact information 
(phone number and or email), title of the work, medium 
used and if the piece is NOT FOR SALE, or if for sale, 
the price. First Presbyterian Church art fund take 10% of 
all pieces sold. Please bring your artwork for this show to 
First Presbyterian on or before Sunday January 31 either 
on Sundays during Coffee Hour or by calling the Church 
Office 262-632-1686 to find out when someone is in the 
office to admit you. Or by contacting Ellen Cardwell, 262
-456-6336 to arrange for delivery of your work.  
 
The upcoming Chapel Art Show following Lent will be a 
special benefit to support First Presbyterian’s mutual re-
lationship with Cuban Parishes and their visit to First 
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Mission In December, our congregation was very gener-
ous in supporting nine deserving local organizations at 
our Alternative Christmas Market. All of the organiza-
tions were very grateful for our support. Our next event 
is the Chili Cook-Off which is just around the corner on 
Sunday, February 7th, immediately following worship in 
the dining room downstairs. If you would like to bring 
your very own special chili or dessert, please sign up in 
Ihrman Hall. It is always fun to see what varieties of chili 
arrive in the dining room!  The cost of each bowl or take-
home container will be $5.00. The committee has decid-
ed that the proceeds from the Chili Cook-Off this year 
will be used to support our  Cuba partnership. Please 
plan to join us for fun, fellowship and great chili! 
 
Next month we will be bringing back the Cuban Sand-
wich Sunday on Sunday, March 6th, in the dining room 
downstairs. It was such a success last year, we decided to 
bring this event back for a second year! The monies 
raised will be used to support our Cuba partnership. Al-
so, don't forget to support our Cuban mission ministry 
by purchasing fruit in Ihrman Hall following worship 
each week. 
 
As always, thank you for supporting all of our missions! 
Martha Fusco 
Chair, Mission Committee 
 
 
Deborah Circle and Senior Gems Thank you to all who 
attended the Planning meeting for these groups at The Main 
Moon on January 12.  As of 2016, it was decided that 
many of the activities for both groups would be done to-
gether and that anyone interested in attending is more 
than welcome to come.  As of now, announcements for 
our monthly events are directed both to Deborah Circle 
and the Senior Gems, unless otherwise indicated. 
  
The February event will be a Favorite Recipe Pot Luck, to 
be held on Tuesday, Feb. 23 at 11:30 a.m. in Ihrman 
Hall at church.   Bring a favorite dish ready-to-serve 
along with the recipe for it (extra copies if possible.)  Ad-
ditional favorite recipes of yours can also be shared.  Do 
whatever you like – It’s a pot luck! 
  
Also, please note that we will be providing casseroles and 
assistance for the Community Meal on Tuesday, March 
15.  Be sure to sign up on the Community Meal sign-up 
sheet located in Ihrman Hall indicating what you plan to 
donate and if you can help during that evening.  Bring 
food to the church kitchen by 3:30 p.m. on March 



 

 
History Corner 

 
Music has always been an important part of our church 
service. However, the choice of music led to an unusual 
incident in our sanctuary in 1903. It was reported in the 
Goshen Daily Democrat, Goshen, Indiana as follows on 
Wednesday October 28, 1903: 
 

Prohibits Song in Church 
 

Minister at Racine, Wis., Causes a Sensation by  
Interrupting singing of “Ave Maria.” 

 
 

  Rev. George Murray Colville caused a sensa-
tion in the First Presbyterian church at Racine, Wis., 
on a recent Sunday evening by interrupting the sing-
ing of “Ave Maria” by Miss Susie Roberts, the sopra-
no soloist of the church.  Lifting his hands, Mr. Col-
ville said; ”I beg your pardon, but I cannot allow that 
song to be sung in this church.” Miss Roberts had 
sung about one-third of the song when she was 
stopped by the minister, and she at once picked up 
her wraps and left the church. 

  The other members of the choir and congre-
gation were surprised at the action, which they could 
not at first understand.  It was learned that some 
weeks ago Miss Roberts sang the same song and was 
informed by the minister that although he thought 
the music beautiful he did not believe that the words 
were appropriate to be sung in a Protestant church. 

 
What do you think Rev. Colville  would have done 
about the Hokey Pokey being sung in church? We have 
come a long way in 113 years since 1903. Amen. 
 
Nancy Reeser, History Committee 
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Presbyterian later this spring. The “CUBA COLLABO-
RATION BENEFIT’ will be on exhibit from April 4 to 
mid May. All items must be donated so that the proceeds 
from any pieces sold will be a 100% contribution to our 
Cuba relationship. Anyone is invited to donate their art-
work to this special benefit. The pieces must identify the 
fair market value of the work: the work will be offered 
for sale at a discount in order to generate funds for our 
Cuba Relationship. To find out more about these Exhib-
its please contact First Presbyterian’s Chapel Art Coordi-
nator, Ellen Cardwell, (262) 456-6336 or Email: ERCard-
well@aol.com. 

 
 
Financial  Final financial results are in for 2015 with 
good results overall despite shortfalls on total income!  
Total income for the year was $360,406.  We finished 
the year ($2,727) or only -0.8% short to budget and 
($16,685) or -4.4% below prior year.  For the month of 
December total income was $74,061 that was +$36,307 
higher than December 2014 primarily due to a “Meet & 
Greet” event held last year that  pulled much of Decem-
ber 2014 income into November. 
 
The most encouraging news for the year was that expens-
es were only $344,771.  Full year expenses were 
($25,184) less than budget and ($70,898) below prior 
year.  Full year costs decreased to prior year primarily due 
to payroll ($34,970), office expenses ($11,383), building 
& grounds ($10,458), and mission concerns ($10,121).  
Costs for the month of December 2015 were also lower 
than prior year.  December 2015 costs were $29,325 re-
sulting in a sizable net gain of $44,436 for the month.  In 
December 2014 costs were $42,561 with a net loss of 
($4,807). 
 
We finished the year with a net gain of $15,635!  The 
actual gain compared to the budgeted loss for 2015 of 
($6,806) was +$22,455 better than budget.  Last year our 
operating shortfall ultimately covered by the foundation 
fund was ($38,578).  The operating gain this year repre-
sents a +$54,227 improvement compared to last year. 
Ed Holle  
 
 
Per Capita for 2016 is $30 per person.  Please remit the 
appropriate amount for your family.  There is an enve-
lope for this purpose in your 2016 giving envelopes. 
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