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Dear Friends, 

 

A man was waiting in line at the Post Office. As it was near to Christmas the line was long 

and there was only one person serving behind the window. It was no surprise that the line 

moved at a snail’s pace. As the man waited he hoped to speed things up when he got to 

the counter and so he began to fill in his check. Unsure of the date, he turned and asked 

the lady behind him. She replied, “It’s the fifth”. Before the man could write the date on the 

check, he heard a voice. A man from the back of the line cautioned, “Oh I wouldn’t write 

the date in just yet.” 

 

Now that was a slow moving line and perhaps you have been in one just like it. By the time 

we get to Christmas most of us give a sigh of relief because the weeks leading up to it    

either seem to go on forever, or they go so fast that we feel we have no time to catch 

breath.  Yet whatever we feel about Christmas and all the preparations, there really is no 

story more loved than the story of Christmas. It is a simple story that contains so much. 

Firstly, we see God humbling Himself by becoming one of us. It is amusing that we humans 

so often puff ourselves up, wanting to appear grand and important, while God takes the 

way of humility out of love for us.  

 

Secondly, we see the beginning of a family as a man and a young woman begin a new life 

with their son, Jesus. Christmas is a celebration of God’s love for us but it is also a celebra-

tion of human love. Perhaps one of the most popular Christmas songs is Irving Berlin’s, 

“White Christmas”. It is a simple tune and most of us know the words and can repeat them 

with ease, “I’m dreaming of a white Christmas, just like the ones I used to know.” 

 

This song was written by Berlin in 1941 and for many became a theme song for those sepa-

rated from their families during the war years. “White Christmas” did and still does capture 

powerfully the longing for home. Lutheran minister, John Vannorsdall remembers as a 

young Navy sailor travelling home on a train, through the night. Each and every serviceman 

in the train was talking about being home for Christmas and he says, “We were bound to-

gether by an overwhelming hunger for home.”  Our hearts do yearn for home at Christmas, 

to be with the people we love and to share the joy of human togetherness.  

 

Thirdly, we have the shepherds. What would Christmas be without the shepherds? Millions 

of little boys and girls have robed themselves in their dad’s shirts, with tea towels round 

their heads, and acted out the part of the shepherds, hurrying to Bethlehem to see this 

wonderful thing of which the angels spoke. Shepherds represent the lowest and the least in 

that society, their social status was almost nil. Yet it was to these shepherds that the good 

news of the birth of Jesus was first made known. 

 

It is a simple human story that touches our hearts as no other can. For although it is simple 

it is also the most wonderful - God is one with us, God is the One to whom we go home, 

and where we truly find a welcome which is without condition. God is One for all regardless 

of who we are, where we have come from, and what we have or have not done. This is the 

message and the joy of Christmas 

 

May the love, joy, and peace of Christmas be with you all. 

 

 

December 2016 

First News Monthly 
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MISSION 

 

The Apples for Haiti sale was very successful thanks to 

our wonderful church members. You were able to take 

home a variety of apples and the Haiti Foundation of 

Hope benefited by helping to feed the people in Haiti 

who lost all their crops due to Hurricane Matthew. We 

raised $568 the day of the sale and received donations  

of $505 for a total of $1,073. A big thank you goes to 

Nancy Borzynski and her family farm for the donation  

of the wonderful variety of apples and the bags. All the 

apples left after the sale were given to the Food Pantry 

and their clients were able to pick out apples to take 

home. 

 

Our next event will be the Alternative Christmas Market 

which will be held this Sunday, December 4th, immedi-

ately following worship in Ihrman Hall. The following  

local organizations will be there with information about 

their work in the community and an opportunity to pur-

chase Christmas presents for your friends and families 

while donating to some worthwhile groups: Big Sisters  

of Greater Racine Community Meal, Habitat for Humanity, 

HALO, Hand to Hand, HOPES Center of Racine, Racine  

Vocational Ministries, Sack Lunch and Safe Haven. New 

this year will be a Craft Corner in the Chapel with an  

opportunity to make jewelry and solve a puzzle! 

 

The ever popular Chili Cook Off will be on Sun., Jan. 29, 

2017, immediately following the Congregational meeting. 

It is time to start thinking about what kind of chili you 

want to bring. Please mark it on your calendar. There will 

be a goodwill offering which will be used for the Mission 

trip to Cuba this spring. If you are interested in going on 

this trip or learning more about it, there will be a meeting 

in January - so stay tuned.  

 

As you can tell, the Mission Committee has been busy 

and we are always looking for new members if anyone is 

interested in joining us 

 

Martha Fusco,  

Mission Committee Chair 
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CUBA UPDATE 

 

As many of you have heard we received a grant 

in the amount of $8,000. from the Milwaukee 

Presbytery, Committee on Mission in late Octo-

ber.  We are hoping to fundraise and match this 

grant to send a second mission group to Cuba  

in April of 2017.  Our church is very fortunate  

to have received this grant in recognition of  

our efforts to reach out to the world in our faith 

community.  We are seeking your continued sup-

port of this mission effort in the form of prayers, 

and support of the fundraising to come in the 

New Year.   

 

Pastors Ary and Beidy did return to Cuba safely.  

News from Cuba has been very minimal.  The 

Pastors were very curious to see the results of 

the Presidential race in the States.  We did learn 

from Pastors Ary and Beidy during our visit with 

them they are able to follow some current events 

in the United States.  Pastor Ary did share with 

us how he is able to follow American baseball 

news in Cuba, although some times the news is 

a week old.   

 

A recent NYT article discussed what the future 

holds for the relationship between Cuba and the 

US for future travel and relations in general.  We 

are hoping to return to Cuba in 2017 to continue 

our partnership with our church in Matanzas.   

 

Please continue to hold the people of Cuba in 

your prayers and thoughts and our church family 

in Matanzas.  As we approach the season of  

Advent we are reminded of what it means to  

wait and anticipate all the miracles of the sea-

son. Hope is a powerful force and at First Presby-

terian we have been very fortunate to live into 

our hope.   

 

I am also asking people to reach out and express 

their desire to join the next mission group that 

travels to Cuba in April of 2017.  We need your 

vision and your hope to continue the success of 

the Cuba Partnership.  

 

Georgia Herrera,  

Cuba Partnership 

 

Upcoming Outreach Events 

 
  

The 2nd Annual “Christmas  

Caroling in a Silo” will be  

held Sunday, December 11,  

5:00-6:00 p.m. in  

Raymond, Wisconsin.  

This is for people who  

love a Christmas adventure.  

We will be singing carols in a  

rural surrounding, the perfect acoustics 

of a silo.  
  

Wear your warm mittens and boots  

as we sing our praises, enjoy great 

friendship and then hot chocolate  

in the barn!  

 

 

The 2nd Annual “Christmas 

Coffee House” will be Sat.,  

Dec. 17, at 7:00 p.m. in  

Ihrman Hall.  Come and  

enjoy the evening with  

First Presbyterian members 

—bring a friend, an hors d’oeuvre or  

dessert to share and a bottle of wine, if 

you wish. We will provide hot choco-

late, coffee, Christmas treats and  

a good ol’ fashion sing-a-long.  

This year we will have a bit of folk  

dancing, the reading of a special  

Christmas Poem and some  

special surprises!  

 

Kathi Wilson  

Outreach Chairperson  
 

 

 

 

 

Please join us on  Sun., Dec. 18,  

after worship, as we bring  

joy to others by delivering  

the Christmas Baskets!   

The deadline to sign-up  

for assisting with  

delivery is Sun. Dec. 4.   

You can find the sign-up  

sheet in Ihrman Hall. 
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Order forms for the  

Christmas Poinsettias  

are available now and will  

be through Sun, Dec. 11,  

at a cost of $13 per plant. 

The poinsettias will be  

on  display beginning  

Sun., Dec. 18. Please consider  

purchasing one (or more) in honor / 

memory of a loved one.  

REMINDER:  THE DEADLINE FOR  

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES  

IS LISTED ON THE  

“CALENDAR OF EVENTS”  

INCLUDED WITH EACH MONTH’S  

NEWSLETTER MAILING.   

JANUARY’S DEADLINE WILL BE  

FRI., DEC. 23 AT 12:30 P.M. 

THANK YOU! 

HANDBELL CHOIR PRACTICE 
 

REGULAR REHEARSALS: 

 

Wed., Dec. 7 — 7:00 p.m. 

Wed., Dec. 14 — 7:00 p.m. 

Sun., Dec. 18 — 8:30 a.m. 

(Play during worship) 

 

CHRISTMAS BREAK: 

No additional rehearsals during  

the month of December. 

Join us for the First Presbyterian Racine 

Book Club meeting on Fri., Jan. 13 at the 

beautifully restored home of Debbie Yale.  

We have selected “Accidental Saints:  Find-

ing God in All the Wrong People” by Nadia 

Bolz-Weber.  She was the speaker at the 

Milwaukee Presbytery meeting in October, 

and she is definitely different for a Luther-

an minister.  You will thoroughly enjoy the 

book.  A previous book by Bolz-Weber, 

“Pastrix: The Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a 

Sinner and Saint,” has been on the New 

York Times best seller list.  For questions 

or directions, call Linda Schubert 

(262.632.7537). 

 

The book is available from Amazon and 

Barnes and Noble.  All are welcome to join 

this group.  You can just show up, but it's 

nice to give a call (262.639.5004) or email 

hostess at deb.yale5@gmail.com. 

Because of your generous giving, fifty-nine 

Christmas Child “shoeboxes” filled with 

gifts were delivered from First Presbyterian 

to be sent to children in Mexico and Africa,  

the destination locations for gifts from our 

church.  

 

The love of God that is shared through this 

program operated by Samaritan’s Purse 

will brighten the life of children in need 

around the world!   

 

THANK YOU TO ALL! 

 

Ginny Holle 

Committee 
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Join us for the Charlie Brown Christmas  

Pageant during worship—SUN., DEC. 11.  

Christmastime is here. Happiness and 

cheer.”  See Charlie Brown, Linus, Lucy 

and the rest of the Peanuts gang to  

discover the true meaning of Christmas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlie Brown: 

“Isn’t there any-

one, who knows 

what Christmas is 

all about?!” 

 

Linus: “Sure,  

Charlie Brown, I 

can tell you what 

Christmas is all 

about. Lights 

please? 

 

‘And there were in the same country shep-

herds, abiding in the field, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. And, lo, the an-

gel of the Lord came upon them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone round about 

them! And they were sore afraid. And  

the angel said unto them, “Fear not! For, 

behold, I bring you tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all my people. For unto 

you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, which is Christ, the Lord. And this 

shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the 

babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 

in a manger.” And suddenly, there was 

with the angel a multitude of the Heavenly 

Host praising God, and saying, “Glory to 

God in the Highest, and on Earth peace, 

and good will toward men.’ 

 

 

HISTORY NOOK 
 

The History Nook will be offering a mini-

cookbook with recipes from the "Favorite 

Recipes" cookbook created by members of 

Naomi Fellowship in October 1965. 
 

Annette Anderson and Wanda Fowler were 

project Co-chairwomen for this fundraiser. 

Elaine Jacobson was Naomi Fellowship 

Chairwoman and the book illustrations  

were drawn by Mrs. Allen Fisher, Leah. 
 

Naomi Fellowship was formed by Harriet 

Ihrman, wife of Rev. Dr. Francis P. Ihrman, 

in 1951, for mothers of young children. 

The circle met at night to accommodate 

members. Many thanks to Kate Gleason for 

donating this treasure of a book that was 

owned by her mom - Cindy Gleason, to the 

Archive Committee. 
 

And Jesus answered him, "It is written, 

Man shall not live by bread alone." 

Luke 4:4 

 

Nancy Reeser 

Archive Committee 

 

The mini-cookbook will be available Tues., 

Dec. 6.  If interested in receiving a copy, 

please call Shelley at 262.632.1686 or 

email office@firstpresracine.org.  We will 

need your name and mailing address.  Or 

you can pick a copy up from the office Tue

-Fri—9am-1pm. 

NOTICE 
 

The RENT A YOUTH program  

is on hiatus until the spring! 
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LOCAL HAPPENINGS 

 

~Racine~ 

 

 

Racine’s Down-

town Holiday 

Open House is 

scheduled for 

Sat., Dec. 11 

starting at  

10:00 a.m.  Stop 

Main Street and 

Sixth Street for holiday surprises!   

The fifty plus independent merchants 

welcome you to Downtown Open House 

starting at 10:00 a.m.  Wear your favorite 

ugly holiday sweater for a chance to win 

one of three $50 Downtown Racine gift 

certificates.  
 

 

 

Enjoy the Winter of Wonder at the Racine 

Zoo!  This is a series of special events  

celebrating a cold weather animal each 

weekend thru Jan. 8, 2017.   

 

Each weekend includes fun games, kids 

crafts, food/drink specials and animal 

chats about how the featured animals  

can adapt so well to colder climates. 

Don't miss the Zoo's temporary holiday 

reindeer exhibit just north of Bear Ridge. 

Weekend reindeer chats are at 11 a.m.,  

1 p.m. and 3 p.m.   

 

World of Wonder featured animals are: 

Arctic fox/Arctic hare (Dec. 3-4), polar 

bears (Dec. 10-11),  emperor penguins 

(Dec. 17-18), cold weather big cats  

(Dec. 24) and wolves (Jan. 2-3).  

 

Regular winter admission applies: 

$4 adults; $3.50 seniors;  

$3 kids ages 3 to 15. Kids  

ages 2 and younger free.   

Winter hours are 9:00 a.m.  

to 4:30 p.m. daily. 

 

Closed Christmas Day.  

 

Claire Holle Dec 1 

Carole Johnson Dec 3 

Evelyn Gayhart Dec 4 

Conrad Leipold Dec 5 

Jennifer Eastman Dec 6 

Diane Lehmann Dec 6 

Margaret Rendall Dec 6 

Sandra Hopkins Dec 8 

Barbara Stevenson Dec 8 

Leah Fisher Dec 12 

Daniel Bloch Dec 13 

Elizabeth Bush Dec 13 

Seth Willing Dec 13 

Nancy DeKraay Dec 14 

Mary Ringwalt Dec 14 

Maddox Matson Dec 16 

Donna Magee Dec 17 

Maddox McGuire Dec 18 

Marjorie Rendall Dec 19 

Anna Baughman Dec 20 

Alicia Bohman Dec 20 

Eleanor Pitts Dec 20 

Susan Schacht Dec 20 

Braeden DeLao Dec 22 

Adrianne Paffrath Dec 22 

Sharon Campbell Dec 23 

Renate Muir Dec 23 

John Reitsma Dec 24 

Steven Bernstein Dec 26 

Noelle Rooney Dec 26 

Richard Stewart Dec 26 

Hugh Daniels Dec 28 

Ezgihaye Johnston-Krase Dec 29 

Johanna Warren Dec 29 

J David Rowland Dec 30 

Mallory Schaal Dec 31 

Gayle Titus Dec 31 

Dec 3 Mark & Jennifer Willing 28 yrs 

Dec 19 Bruce & Barbara Armstrong 46 yrs 

Dec 22 Robert & Mary Lee 65 yrs 

Dec 22 Steven & Nicole Relaz 2 yrs 
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LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
 

~East Troy~ 

 

 

The 2016 Christmas Train will take you a 

half hour from our East Troy Depot (2002 

Church Street, East Troy, WI) to Santa's work-

shop located at the Elegant Farmer.  The  

trolleys will be heated  

and bathrooms are  

available in our East  

Troy Depot.  Boarding  

is only done at the  

East Troy Depot and advance  

reservations are recommended. 
 

The dates are:  December 3-4, 10-11, 17-18, 

at 9am, 10am, 11am, noon, 1pm, 2pm.  Tick-

ers are:  $15 for ages 12 and up and $17.50 

for ages 0-11.  

 

Tickets can be purchased online at: 

http://www.easttroyrr.org/christmas-train.html or 

in our depot on Saturdays and Sundays 

through the duration of our Christmas Trains. 

They are sold on a first come first serve basis. 

Our depot opens at 8:30am. 

 

 

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
 

~Racine~ 

(CONTINUED) 

 

 

On Sat., Dec. 17, the Annual  

Stuff the Sleigh 5K will be held.  

Course is on the Pike  

River Pathway - meet  

at Case High School  

parking lot,  

7345 Washington Ave.,  

Mount Pleasant. Awards to be presented to 

top 3 male and female overall; top male and 

female in five age categories.  
 

Prizes for Best Dressed Christmas Spirit  

and largest team. Bring non-perishable food 

donations for Racine County Food Bank and 

toy donations for Tex Reynolds Toys for 

Tots.  Check-in starts 7 a.m. - race starts  

9 a.m. Registration, including t-shirt and 

goody bag, $30 adults (through Dec.6);  

$35 day of race. $10 for youth  

(no shirt or swag).  Register at 

www.stuffthesleigh5k.org  
 

 

 

 

~Kenosha~ 

 

Lakeside Players Family Theatre  

Series: A Seussified Christmas Carol  

will be performed Dec. 9-11 & 16-18 

 at the Rhode Center for the Arts 

—514 56th Street., Kenosha. 

 

A whimsical reinvention  

of Dickens' most beloved  

Christmas story in wacky  

rhymed couplets. With zoot  

fruited juices and binka bird  

geese, from Bed-Headed Fred to Timmy Loo 

Hoo, this tale of glorious holiday cheer is 

similar to something Dr. Seuss might have 

come up with—if he ever had his way with 

the story.  All tickets—$10.  Hours:  Fri. 

7:30 p.m., Sat. 3:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., 

Sun. 3:00 p.m.  This is the 43rd Season  

for the Lakeside Players.  
 

 

 

Cranberry Christmas Cake 

 

3 eggs 

2 cups sugar 

¾ cup butter, softened 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

2 cups all-purpose flour 

12 oz. fresh cranberries 

 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. With a mixer, beat 

the eggs with the sugar until slightly thickened 

and light in color, about 5-7 minutes. The mix-

ture should almost double in size. The eggs 

work as your leavening agent in this recipe, so 

do not skip this step. This mixture should form 

a ribbon when you lift the beaters out of the 

bowl.  Add the butter and vanilla; mix two more 

minutes. Stir in the flour until just combined. 

Add the cranberries and stir to mix throughout. 

 

Spread in a buttered 9x13 pan. Bake for 40-50 

minutes, or until very lightly browned and a 

toothpick inserted near the center of the cake 

comes out clean. Let cool completely before 

cutting into small slices.  
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PARISH NURSE CORNER 
 

  

“Tears and Tinsel” 
 

We experience no starker contrast  

between merriment of the holiday  

season and the desolation of our 

heart than when we are suffering the 

loss of someone dear to us.  

 

Death, divorce, or even desperation 

because of distance can make the 

holidays extremely painful. Doing 

the holidays things, we do every year 

releases a flood of memories from 

other years, and reminds us harshly 

that someone is missing. 

 

There is little one can do to stem this 

tide of grief, particularly if it is the 

first Christmas without a loved one. 

We might want to change our holiday 

routine somewhat to make it less 

painful, opening gifts at a different 

time, for instance. We need to give 

ourselves permission to grieve, and 

to talk about the absent person – or 

even to enjoy ourselves if that should 

occur. We might also want to cele-

brate a ritual in honor of the one 

who is gone — a prayer at Christmas 

dinner, a special candle‐lighting, the 

planting of a tree. 

 

In this season, which is so geared  

toward children, the loss of a child  

is especially wrenching. Bereaved  

parents suggest hanging a child’s 

stocking as usual, and encouraging 

family members to write notes to  

put in it, or buying a gift the child 

would have liked and donating it  

to a charitable organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, we choose to celebrate this 

Christmas without our loved one, we 

must be gentle with ourselves. We 

need to do what feels comfortable ‐ 
not what we feel obliged to do ‐ and 

to let people around us know what 

we need. 

  

By including your loved one in your 

holiday, the full memory of that per-

son is honored. 

  

Blessings and Peace to you during 

this Holy Season, 

 

Peggy Taylor, RN, Parish Nurse 


