
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

Let me share with you some extracts from an article I read several years ago. The article was entitled, “An Open Letter 
from God”. Given the current state of affairs in our ever-changing world and the ways in which we seem to struggle to 
live peacefully with one another, this article gives us pause for thought and challenges us. Hopefully you will find as 
thought-provoking, challenging and comforting as I did. 

 

My dear children, and believe Me, that is all of you. I have tried to be patient through your fashions, your civilizations, wars and 
schemes, and the countless ways you take Me for granted until you get yourselves into big trouble again and again. I want to let you 
know some of the things that get Me ticked off. 
 

First of all, your religious rivalries are driving Me up the wall. Enough! Let’s get one thing straight these are your religions, not 
Mine. Every one of your religions claim that there’s only one of Me which, by the way, is absolutely true, but in the very next breath 
each religion claims that it’s My favorite one. And each claims its bible was written personally by Me, and that all other bibles are 
man-made. How do I ever begin to put a stop to such complicated nonsense? Listen, I do not play favorites among My children. 
Also I hate to break it to you, but I don’t write. So all of your books, including these bibles were written by men and women, they 
were remarkable people, but they made mistakes here and there. Holy books and religious rites are sacred and powerful, but they are 
not more so than the least of you. They were meant to steer you in the right direction, not to keep you arguing with each other. 
 

Now the things is, I want you to stop thinking of religion as some sort of loyalty pledge to Me. The true purpose of religion is so you 
can become more aware of Me, not the other way round. Believe Me, I know you already. Instead of trying to figure out My para-
doxes and unfathomable ways – which, by the way, you never will – why not open your hearts to the simple, common threads of 
every religion? You know what I am talking about. Play nice with each other. Love and respect everyone. Be kind. Even when life is 
scary or confusing, take courage and be of good cheer, for I am with you always. And learn how to be quiet, so that you can hear 
My still, small voice. Leave the world a better place by living your life with dignity and grace. Remember you are My own child. 
 

My blessed children of the earth, the world has grown too small for your pervasive religious bigotry and confusion. The whole planet 
is now connected by air travel, satellite dishes, telephones, fax machines, rock concerts, diseases and mutual needs and concerns. Get 
with the program! if you really want to help Me then commit yourselves to figuring out how to feed your hungry and cloth your na-
ked, protect your abused and shelter your poor. And just as important, make your own everyday life a shining example of kindness 
and good humor. I’ve given you all the resources you need, if only you abandon your fear of each other and begin living, and loving 
and laughing together. 
 

I really am with you always. Always. Trust Me. 
 

Your One and Only, 
God. 
 

Why do we make it so difficult, why do we fight so much and hate so easily? 

 

Why can we not see that we are all God’s beloved children? 

 

May God give us the grace to accept the love shown to us and be gracious in sharing this love with others. 

 

Blessings and peace, 

August 2016 
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Upcoming Events 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Presbyterian Church Picnic will be held on Sunday, August 21 at Johnson 
Park, located on Three Mile Road and Johnson Park Drive (just west of Newman 
Road). Worship begins at 10 a.m., followed by picnic lunch.  Please see sign-up 
sheets in Ihrman Hall -  side dish/salad or dessert. 
 
 

Outreach 
 

Deborah Circle and Senior Gems Picnic 
 Bob and Mary Johnson’s Home — August 9 - 11:30 a.m.  

 

ART to Table Neighborhood Project 
West Park Big Block Party — August 27 - 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

 
School Supply Drive for Racine Civil Leaders Academy—RUSD 

 
The Deacons have voted to formalize our connection to the Racine Civil Leadership 
Academy (formerly Winslow Elementary School).  We want to help the school and  
students be successful by helping in whatever way we can. So far we will be donating 
$250 for their uniform "scholarships" out of the Deacons fund.  
 
In the future, we would like to help get willing church members connected to the 
school as tutors. More on that soon.  
 
For now, we are inviting you to donate school supplies to be given to needy kids. 
RCLA is a neighborhood school with almost 100% of the student body being near or 
below the poverty level - so the need is great.  Supply lists will be available to take 
shopping with you.  
 
Here is a list of suggested supplies.  
 Paper: lined paper (wide-ruled), composition notebooks, copy paper 
 Pencils & Pens: blue or black pens, #2 pencils, colored pencils, erasers, pencil 

sharpener, pencil case, colored markers, 16 or 24-count crayons, highlighters, dry-
erase markers, pack of tip erasers  

 General Supplies: dry-erase boards, paper clips, 3-ring 2" binders (white), pocket 
folders, report covers, watercolors 

 Classroom staples: glue sticks, bottles of glue, Fiskars scissors, 12-inch rulers, ear 
buds, zipper pouches, resealable sandwich bags, supply boxes, school bags, Post-It 
notes, protractor 

 Things you can never have too much of:  tissues, sanitizing wipes, hand sanitizer 
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 Birthdays 
 

August 1 Katherine Kazanecki 
August 3 Zachary Higgs 
 Stefanie Meiri 
 Samantha Rogers 
 Janna Smith 
August 4 Michael Griffith 
August 5 Bruce Armstrong 
 Georgia Hall 
August 6 Steven Fringer 
 Zachary Willling 
August 8 Melissa Kobs 
 Linden Schulz 
August 9 Aubree Savage 
August 10 Katlyn Potts 
August 12 Cody LaMarr 
August 18 Darrell Paccagnella 
August 19 Annette Anderson 
August 20 Tom Braun 
 Mary Lee 
August 21 Theodore Leavell 
 Stephen Simpson 
 Elise Stevenson 
August 22 Mac MacCaughey 
August 23 Barbara Rowe 
August 25 Malea Marie Pina 
August 26 Sarah Pina 
 Marcia Rosenmarkel 
 Kristine Schulz 
 Carla Stirle 
August 27 Isabella Matson 
 Evelyn Vanderheyden 
 Mark Willing 
August 28 Bud Eastman 
 Shane Ervin 
 Mary Johnson 
August 31 Donovan Stevenson 
 



History Corner 
 

Our steeple has been called the crowning glory to Lucas 
Bradley's architectural masterpiece. It was inspired by the 
London steeples of Christopher Wren and James Gibbs. 
The steeple was built in four sections with choice timber 
from Manitowoc selected by Mr. Bradley himself. 
 
Rising 140 feet it is the oldest surviving steeple in Racine. 
Survival hasn't always been easy for the old bell tower. 
Over the years it was struck by lightning twice. Most  
recently on July 27, 1973. A Racine Fire Department 
snorkel unit and a 100 foot aerial ladder strained to  
reach the burning steeple. Members of the Racine Fire 
Department threaded hoses up the inside of the spire by 
climbing up thin boards nailed to the steeple walls and 
they were able to put out the fire. Their quick action is 
credited with saving our beautiful church from deeper 
destruction.  
 
A picture of our church and 
steeple are featured promi-
nently on Preservation 
Racine's Steeples of Racine 
poster. First Presbyterian 
Church was given a poster by 
Preservation Racine for our 
175th Anniversary. It has 
been framed and is hanging 
in Pastor Gillian's office. 
Please be sure to take a look 
at it. 
 
Nancy Reeser 
Archive Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Handbell Rehearsal for August 
 

August 3 - 7:00 p.m. 
August 10 - 7:00p.m. 
August 17 - 7:00p.m. 
August 24 - 7:00p.m. 
August 31 - 7:00p.m. 

 
 
 
 

Music & More Summer Concert Series 
 

Have you attended a Music & More concert this summer? 
We have been celebrating our 23rd season and have been 
entertained by vocalists, duets, trios, quartets, and many  
talented musicians playing violin, viola, oboe, cello, guitar, 
organ, and piano. The concerts are fun and fast-paced and 
appeal to all ages! There’s no charge to attend the noon-
time concerts, but donations are encouraged and will be 
divided between three local service agencies at the end of 
the series.  
 

Mark your calendars for the two remaining noontime  
concerts, and the Season Finale Concert which will be 
held on Friday, August 19 at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $10.  
 

August 4 
Jillian Bruss (vocal) & Anne Van Deusen (piano) 

Jill Jensen (vocal) & Jack Grassel (triple-neck guitar) 
 

August 11 
Jamey Buencamino (classical guitar) 

Terri Seitz & Ronnie Quella (piano duet) 
Lynda Schlitz (vocal) 

Matthew Schroeder (guitar) 
 

Season Finale 
August 19 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 

Martin O’Leary (piano) 
& 

Belle Ensemble: 
Ami Bouterse, Karen Archbold,  

Edson Melendez & Nick Barootian  
(vocal) 

 
 

Our friend, Mearl Mahl, passed away on December 31, 
2014.  Mearl was very involved in the community and 
volunteered for many organizations.  Additionally, he 
was an active deacon at First Presbyterian and helped 
with the Music & More program for several years.  To 
honor his memory, the Deacon Board started this  
scholarship.  Donations received last year benefited  
violinist, Andrea Nitz.   
 

We would like to present another scholarship this year 
and ask that you consider making a donation to this 
fund.  Checks may be made payable to First Presbyterian 
Church, for Mearl Mahl Youth Music Scholarship Fund.  
For more information, please email Georgia Hall @ 
ghall33@yahoo.com.  



 

When spending time out in the hot sun, take frequent breaks 
to cool down. Take a break in the shade. Have a cool area in 
your home. Make sure your cooling device - air-conditioner, a 
fan, etc., is in good working order. 
 

Always remember that anytime a person who has been exposed 
to heat becomes disoriented or unconscious, seek immediate 
medical attention.  
 

God bless you with good health and fun summer days, 
 

Peggy Taylor, RN 
Parish Nurse 
 

Parish Nurse Corner 

STAYING COOL IN SUMMER’S  HEAT 
 
Summer is a nice treat after a typical Wisconsin 

winter.   Unfortunately, summer can get hot - sometimes too 
hot - and exposure to extreme heat can be dangerous if we 
don’t take proper precautions. More than 680 Americans die 
each year due to extreme heat exposure according to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control. 
 

Excessive heat forces your body to work harder than normal. 
This is often the root cause of heat- related illness. Too much 
heat may lead to serious disorders such as dehydration, heat 
stroke, heat cramps, heat exhaustion and sunburn. An extreme-
ly high body temperature can damage the brain or other vital 
organs. It can be fatal. 
 

For adults aged 65 and over, exposure to extreme heat can 
overload the body’s natural cooling system. This can pose a real 
health threat, especially when temperatures and humidity are 
high. 
 

During the summer months, consider the following tips to  
stay healthy during the times of extreme heat:  Drink plenty  
of liquids. The easiest way to stay cool is often the most over-
looked. The best time to consume fluids is before you are 
thirsty. By the time you are thirsty, your body is already 
dehydrated. It’s best to drink on a schedule when it’s hot  
outside. Avoid drinks containing caffeine or alcohol while in 
the sun or heat. These types of drinks stimulate the production 
of urine thereby promoting dehydration. The best drink is  
water, or one of the many flavored sports drinks that are on 
the market. While pouring water over your head might feel 
good, it does not affect your core body temperature, so make 
sure you concentrate on putting plenty of water and other  
fluids into your body. 
 

Signs of dehydration include*: 
Dry lips and tongue 
Headache 
Weakness, dizziness, or extreme fatigue 
Concentrated urine that appears darker than normal 
Nausea 
Muscle cramps 
 

Protect your skin. Wear loose-fitting clothes and a hat to lessen 
sun exposure to the face and neck. Apply sunscreen when you 
know you’ll be outside for a prolonged period of time during 
the day. 
 

Avoid going out in the thick of the heat. Schedule activities 
around the hottest times of the day, usually the mid-day hours. 
Consider staying in shady, air-conditioned areas during those 
times, including malls, libraries, community centers, or fitness 
centers. Limit strenuous activity and  exercise.  
 

Additional exercise or physical activity can be detrimental.  
If you exercise regularly, try doing so in the early morning or  
late evening hours. Take regular breaks if you have to work  
or exercise outdoors. 
 

(continued) 

 
 

Anniversaries 
 

August 3 Jason & Jessica Smith 20 years 
August 4 Nick & Aliya Pitts 9 years 
August 5 Gerald & Nancy Ritter 55 years 
August 6 David & Gayle Titus 23 years 
August 10 Ben & Catherine Neal 43 years 
August 11 Erik & Carla Stirle 15 years 
August 18 William & Elizabeth Blandford 43 years 
August 20 Garvin & Linda Shankster 51 years 
 Nathan & Brooke Eisner 5 years 
August 22 Oliver & Sandra Hopkins 57 years 
 David & Brooke DeLao 18 years 
August 23 Steven & Mary Bernstein 39 years 
August 24 Eric & Debora Sorensen 25 years 
 Kenneth & Susan Schacht 13 years 
August 29 Jacob & Joanna Warren 7 years 
August 30 Gary & Lisa Sondergaard 30 years 
August 31 Douglas & Maynonne Ford 25 years 

 

So much to do - so little 
time? Too heavy, too big, 
too overwhelming, too 
high? Help is available!  

 

We do yard work, paint-
ing, organizing, cleaning, 

computers and more for a donation to the Sum-
mer Youth Mission Trips! 

 

Contact Ben Neal for info and to schedule an ap-
pointment. You can reach Ben at 262-497-6545. 
or email him at beneal@hotmail.com.  Thanks!  


