
Dear Friends, 
 

“I see skies of blue and clouds of white 
The bright blessed day and the dark sacred night 

And I think to myself 
What a wonderful world.” 

 
Truly this is a wonderful world, and Louis Armstrong sang about it with such warmth and compassion. The song cap-
tures the wonder of God’s creation and invites us to appreciate the beauty of day and night. 
 
Longer days and shorter nights, along with the unfolding of Spring heighten our sense of the wonder of creation.  
At this time of year as Spring begins to unfold in all its glory, we are filled with joy knowing that the dark of winter is 
almost behind us.  
 
Day and night, dark and light, joy and sorrow are all part of what it means to be human. 
 
Through Lent there are the dark days when we journey with Jesus to Jerusalem, knowing that he journeyed to death. 
These dark days remind us that in our own dark days we are not alone and that whatever we experience Jesus knows 
and understands for he has been there before us. 
 
The dawn of Easter Day marks a new beginning, new hope and new life.  
 
On this day of all days we can say, “What a wonderful world” where death no longer has the last word, but life and love 
reign supreme. 
 
There are no words large enough or eloquent enough to truly express the wonder of this sacred day when we celebrate 
the resurrection of Jesus. Deep inside we know that whatever this day means, it means that the world is different be-
cause life and love have triumphed. As we live through times of darkness and uncertainty, fearful of what we see hap-
pening and unsure of what the future holds, Easter reminds us that God is still in control. Ultimately God’s will shall 
be done and love will overcome hatred, life overcome death, and hope overcome despair.  
 
May the glorious words of an Easter hymn remain in your hearts and memories all year long, whatever the year may 
bring : 

“No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life; 
Life is naught without thee, aid us in our strife; 

Make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love; 
Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son 
Endless is the victory thou o’er death has won. 

 
Blessings and peace to you this Easter 
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Upcoming Events 

 
First Pres Readers 
 
Please join us on April  1 at Debbie Yale’s home to discuss the book “The Wright 
Brothers” by Pulitzer Prize winner David McCullough.  The book cover says the 
book “tells the dramatic story of the courageous brothers who taught the world how 
to fly”.  The discussion starts at 7:00 and includes food, wine, and lots of laugh-
ter.  All are welcome. 
 
Mission Update 
 
Many thanks to our church family for your support of our Cuban Sandwich lunch. 
It was a very successful event, raising over $1,000! Members of the Mission Commit-
tee and the Cuba Travelers enjoyed preparing the sandwiches and sharing a meal. 
We are grateful for such a wonderful time of sharing food and conversation.   
 
It was our original plan to try and bring the Cuban Pastors Ary and Beidy to our 
church in April.  Regretfully, we are not going to be able to bring the Cuban Pastors 
to Racine in April.  As many of you know, it is a very busy travel season around the 
Easter Holiday and it has been very difficult to secure a charter flight for the days 
that Ary and Beidy would like to travel to Racine. The travel of Ary and Beidy to 
Racine is further complicated by their desire to travel to a church in Seattle after 
their time in Racine. We will continue to try and plan for Ary and Beidy to visit our 
church in either late summer or early fall. Members of the Mission Committee be-
lieve that late summer or early fall would better accommodate everyone.   
 
Please be certain to view the pictures of Cuba and Pastors Ary and Beidy's church in 
Matanzas, displayed across from Ihrman Hall. These are the pictures that Ben Neal 
photographed during our time in Cuba. Ben was our designated photographer and 
he has some outstanding pictures. Catherine Neal wrote the introduction to the pic-
tures, an excerpt from her journaling of our trip. We will continue to be thoughtful 
and prayerful about our partnership with the Cuban church in Matanzas, so stay 
tuned for the upcoming opportunities to further strengthen our relationship with 
our Cuban church family.   
 
Lastly, please consider supporting the Chapel Art exhibit which is slated to benefit 
the Cuban partnership as well. See Ellen Cardwell to learn how you can become in-
volved in this exhibit.   
 
Thanks again for all or your support of the Mission work in our church. Together 
we can make such a difference in the lives of so many people.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Georgia L. Herrera 
Mission Committee Member 
Cuba Traveler 
 
Food Pantry 
Next food delivery dates are March 29 at 2:00 pm and April 1 at 2:00 pm. 
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 Birthdays 
 

April 1 Kristin Holmberg-
 Wright 
April 5 Gillian Weighton 
April 7 Elizabeth Jakubowski 
April 8 Jared Smith  
April 9 Pamela Simpson 
April 11 Ellen Cardwell 
April 12 Armin Clobes  
 Eve Plache 
April 13 Ed Holle 
 David Humphreys 
April 15 Jillian Humphreys 
 Craig Sondergaard 
April 16 Elaine Jacobson 
April 18 Tinsley Ore  
 Russell Wortley 
April 20 Dan Barry 
 James Walton 
April 23 Louisa Daniels 
 Elizabeth Tews 
April 24 Mary Ralston 
April 27 Sean Rosenmarkel 
April 29 Leann Mason  
 Jeanne B. Wagner 
April 30 Nancy Reeser 



Thank you from Samaritan's Purse…….   
 
During December, 2015, members of our church over-
whelmingly responded to a request to provide shoeboxes 
containing gifts  for children around the world in sup-
port of Operation Christmas Child, a program run by 
Samaritan's Purse International Relief .  Through your 
generosity, we delivered 32 shoeboxes filled with toys and 
other items that were sent on to children who might oth-
erwise not be receiving any Christmas gifts.    
  
Well, the boxes were received and distributed and our 
appreciation goes to all of you who participated in this.   
We are sharing a part of the thank you message from Sa-
maritan's Purse:  "We are grateful for your generosity 
which allows us to carry on this important work in Jesus' 
Name.  Not only are we helping those in need, we're 
spreading the Gospel to those who may never had the 
opportunity to hear it before.  As God's Word says, "Let 
your light shine before men, that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in heaven" (Matthew 5:16, 
NKJV).   
 
Special thanks goes to Barbara Rowe for covering the 
shipping expense for the majority of the boxes.  If you 
did attach a $7.00 check to your box for shipping as per 
the instructions initially given about this project, those 
are currently being sorted through by the people at Sa-
maritan's Purse and you may receive notification of its' 
receipt or the box may have been sent without removing 
the check.  If you hear nothing by July, then it is best to 
consider it a lost check and write it off the books.  
  
From Ginny Holle On behalf of the Sunday School 
Teachers at First Presbyterian 
 
Deborah Circle and the Senior Gems Groups will be 
going to the historic and picturesque town of Cedarburg, 
WI.  on Tuesday, April 12.  We will meet at the parking 
lot on Emmertson Road and Highway 20 at 10:30 a.m. 
to carpool to Cedarburg, which is located about 1/2 
hour northwest of Milwaukee.   Join us if you can for 
some fun browsing and lunch together in Cedarburg, 
location to be decided by those who are participating in 
this fun field trip.  Please let Ginny Holle or Leah Fisher 
know by Thursday, April 7 if you will be coming and if 
you are willing to be a driver.  Thanks! 
  
Mark your calendars for May events.... On Tuesday, May 10, 
1:00 p.m.  we welcome local author Carol Gianforte as 
our guest speaker to share her reflections about being a 
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Music & More 2016 

 
We’re celebrating our 23rd year of the Music & More 
Summer Concert Series and we’ve scheduled a great line-
up of performers to entertain you. Many of your favorite 
acts will be returning and we’ve added several talented 
newcomers to the calendar. The noontime concerts will 
begin on Thursday, June 9 and run through August 11. 
The season finale concert will be held on Friday, August 
19 at 7:00 p.m. Tickets for the evening concert are $10 
or complimentary with a donation to M&M. 
 
As in past years, there is no charge to attend the noon-
time concerts, but donations are encouraged and will be 
divided between three local service organizations at the 
end of the series. Music & More continues to be a 
unique and valuable asset in the life of our church and 
also benefits the larger Racine community.  
 
How can you help? 

 
Donate – We need your support! Donations from 

individuals and businesses make it possible for us 
to give an honorarium to the performers and pay 
for advertising and other expenses. Donations are 
tax-deductible and can be made to First Presbyter-
ian Church for Music & More. Donations may be 
made in honor or in memory of someone, or to 
commemorate a special occasion. Your name will 
be listed as a supporter in the weekly programs 
and you will receive two tickets to the season fina-
le. 
 

Advertise – Yard signs and posters will be available 
mid-May. Please take a yard sign to display in 
your front yard, or place a poster at your place of 
business. [The yard signs are very sturdy and usu-
ally can be used again.] 
 

Volunteer – Join the M&M committee and help 
with the summer concerts. Volunteers are always 
needed. Please contact Georgia Hall for more in-
formation at 633-7251. 

 
Attend – Mark your calendars now and plan to at-

tend the weekly concerts, and bring a friend or 
two! Word-of-mouth is our best advertising and 
your enthusiastic support is appreciated. 



 

Year-to-date we have an operating surplus of $6,672 this 
year.  One year ago we stood with a deficit of ($21,475) 
through February.  Thank you everyone for your contri-
butions! 

History Corner 
 

This month's History Corner takes a closer look at one 
aspect of Margaret (Peg) Rendall's amazing service to 
First Presbyterian. It is her 60 years of teaching Sunday 
School! She joined First Presbyterian in 1939 at the age 
of 16. Peg started teaching in Sept. 1945 at age 22 and 
retired in 2005. Her philosophy for teaching is "We are 
only one generation away from being a nation of unbe-
lievers and it is our duty to see that doesn't happen." 
 
Classes were all the same sex when she began teaching. 
She says it was easier to teach and control all girl classes 
which were held in the dining room and divided by cur-
tains. "Kids liked the circular stairs because, they could 
start at the top and slide down the banisters" she mused. 
The stairs were located where the chapel is now and were 
removed in the 1998 renovation.  
 
One of the Sunday School Superintendents, Ray Vance, 
would give out prizes to students who brought someone 
new. The result was a class of 21 plus 5th grade girls with 
Peg their only teacher. She would bring a pan of fudge to 
help with discipline. There were also field trips to her 
farm for picnics and the chance to make apple cider in 
the fall.  
 
Peg, on behalf of all of the children/families touched by 
your devotion, wisdom and guidance we say THANK-
YOU. 
 
Nancy Reeser 
Archive Committee 
 

 
 
 

Racine resident all her life and her book My Heart Leads 
Me Home.   We will meet in Ihrman Hall at 1:00 
P.M.  Dessert and beverages will be served following Car-
ol’s presentation. 
  
On Sunday, May 15, we will attend  “Fiddler On the 
Roof” at the Racine Theater Guild at 2:00 p.m.   Please 
contact Ginny by March 15 if you would like to go with 
us.  Of the 12 reserved seats, there are 6 spots left, which 
the Theater Guild will hold for us until March 15. 
 
Chapel Art Show - Cuba Connection Benefit Request 
 
Without your participation we will be unable to honor 
our connection to the church in Cuba with whom we 
have a relationship. We need to fill the Chapel with do-
nated creative art work and then come into the Chapel 
throughout April to purchase these items at affordable 
prices. So far in March we have not been able to generate 
much in the way of donated artwork. We need not only 
our art community's help but especially those in our own 
parish. Whatever you have on your walls, your studio,. 
your workshop, or your attic, BIG OR SMALL. please 
bring it in to the Chapel on Sundays or during Tuesday 
through Fridays 9 AM to 3 PM during the week. Please 
indicate the name of the person creating the work and 
the name of the donor, the value of the piece, MINI-
NUM PRICE, and contact information. I will label and 
display the work as soon as it arrives and you can start 
shopping so we can generate some funds for our Cuba 
Collaboration. For more information please contact 
Chapel Art Coordinator Ellen Cardwell, (262) 456-6336 
or ERCardwell@aol.com.    
 
 
Our solid financial management is continuing to serve us 
well in 2016 as February finished with a $4,448 gain 
compared to last year’s loss of ($14,416).  Income for 
February was $24,657 compared to last year’s income of 
only $16,674 for the month.  Year-to-date income 
through the first two months is now $57,969 compared 
to $52,798 a year ago, or +9.8%. 
 
February 2016 expenses of $20,209 were also very favora-
ble to last year’s expenses of $31,090.  Costs decreased 
($10,881) to prior year primarily due to Building & 
Grounds ($5,113) as well as Payroll ($5,054).  Year-to-
date expenses are $51,297 this year compared to $74,273 
in 2015 at this point.  The decrease of ($22,976) is pri-
marily due to budgeted cut backs in both Payroll 
($13,387) and Building & Grounds ($7,039). 
 

Anniversaries 
 

Carrie Massey & Kathi Wilson —April 4 1 year 
Andrew & Denise Park —April 11  31 years 
John & Patt Reitsma—April 20  59 years 
Daniel  & Nancy Bloch—April 24  51 years 
Julie & Timothy Taggart—April 30  33 years 

mailto:ERCardwell@aol.com

