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Sun., Dec. 26
th
 9:30

AM 

10:35
AM 

10:35
AM 

11:45
AM 

Sunday Worship Service 

Deacons Huddle (Narthex) 

Fellowship 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

Mon., Dec. 27
th
 7:30

AM
 Contemplative Prayer via Zoom 

Tues., Dec. 28
th
 1:00

PM 
Delivery for Food Pantry 

Wed., Dec. 29
th
 10:00

AM 

12:00
PM 

4:00
PM

 to 7:00
PM 

5:30
PM

 

Delivery for Food Pantry 

Bible Study via Zoom 

First Pres Food Pantry 

P.L.A.Y. (yoga) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sun., Jan. 2
nd

 9:30
AM 

10:35
AM 

10:35
AM

 

11:45
AM 

Sunday Worship Service 

Deacons Huddle (Narthex) 

Fellowship 

 Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

Happy New Year! 

  

 

 

Welcome 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

OF RACINE 

Sunday, December 26, 2021—9:30AM 

 

“ Process” 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  

Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 

 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  

with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 

For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  

how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is: www.firstpresracine.org 

 

Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  

please call 262.632.1686. 

 

Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 

pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 

 

Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 

fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 

 

Church Office 

office@firstpresracine.org 

 

Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 

peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 

 

Shelley Maurer—Digital Media Coordinator 

shelley@firstpresracine.org 

 

If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  

or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  

please speak to the pastor after worship. 

 

*Please stand as you are able. 

[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 

[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 

11 

 

You crown the year with Your goodness,  

And Your paths drip with abundance. 

Psalm 65:11 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS LuAnn Hansen 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 

 

PRELUDE  

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Praise the Lord, O you people. 

We joyfully proclaim Christ is here! 

The God of all creation animates our bodies 

with the breath of the Spirit. 

The Lord, the giver of life, 

has come to dwell among us. 

 

*OPENING HYMN “Once in Royal David's City” [PH49] 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

In faith and in hope, 

we trust that God is merciful and just 

and receives our prayers with grace. 

In humility and with meekness, 

let us confess our sin together. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Holy God, 

though we are in awe of the dawn 

of your light in Jesus Christ, 

we remain self-centered and 

cling to the sin of the world. 

We celebrate the birth of our savior, 

yet we struggle in our commitment to follow him. 

We are called to pursue justice, 

love kindness, and walk humbly with you; 

yet we are content to seek our own comfort 

and conveniently ignore the cries of those in need. 

 



4 

 

 

By the light of the Christ child, 

lead us on a path of goodness and righteousness, 

as we seek to love all of your bountiful creation. 

 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

We are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved. 

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. 

Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  

let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  

with the peace and joy of Christ. 

Peace and joy be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

*ACT OF PRAISE "Jesus, Jesus, O What a Wonderful Child" [Bulletin p. 8] 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

SCRIPTURE 

Psalm 148 

Praise for God’s Universal Glory 

Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

   praise him in the heights! 

Praise him, all his angels; 

   praise him, all his host! 

Praise him, sun and moon; 

   praise him, all you shining stars! 

Praise him, you highest heavens, 

   and you waters above the heavens! 

 

 

9 

 



8 

 

5 

 

 

Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

   for he commanded and they were created. 

He established them for ever and ever; 

   he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 

Praise the Lord from the earth, 

   you sea monsters and all deeps, 

fire and hail, snow and frost, 

   stormy wind fulfilling his command! 

Mountains and all hills, 

   fruit trees and all cedars! 

Wild animals and all cattle, 

   creeping things and flying birds! 

Kings of the earth and all peoples, 

   princes and all rulers of the earth! 

Young men and women alike, 

   old and young together! 

 

Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

   for his name alone is exalted; 

   his glory is above earth and heaven. 

He has raised up a horn for his people, 

   praise for all his faithful, 

   for the people of Israel who are close to him. 

Praise the Lord! 

 

Luke 2:41-52 

The Boy Jesus in the Temple 

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 

And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 

When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed 

behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in 

the group of travellers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look 

for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they 

returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in  
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the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 

questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 

answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said 

to him, ‘Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I 

have been searching for you in great anxiety.’ He said to them, ‘Why were 

you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 

house?’ But they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went 

down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His 

mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human  

favour. 

 

SERMON    “Process” 

 Rev. Darren Utley 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION "Let the Whole Creation Cry" 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE "While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks" [Bulletin p. 9] 

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY "Still, Still, Still" 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen 
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Prayer Matters 
Pray for Linda Schubert, Ellen Myers, Mary Ralston, Mary Soley, Kay Mahl, Jim 

Muir, Marilyn MacCaughey, Bill Blandford, Leah Fisher, Sandra Hopkins, Louise 

Shapley, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Mary Jane Johnston, Don & Nancy Tobias. 

Prayers for those in the service—Evan Humphreys, Comfort & healing for     

Pastor Beidy—pastor from Central Presbyterian in Matanzas, Cuba, Sarah & 

Amanda—from the Lawrence family, Martha—sister of Nancy Reeser, Mary—

sister of  Carrie Massey, Kelly—daughter-in-law  of Dave & Ginny Holle, Chuck 

& Lynn—from the Lehmann family, Carleen—friend of Diane Lehmann,  Lisa—

daughter of Sharon Campbell, John—brother of Peggy Taylor,   Linda—

daughter of Louise Shapley, along with Julie—Louise's cleaning lady.  And a 

very special prayer request from Autumn for Clint, Kenneth & Rebecca. 

Prayers for those in the service—Evan Humphreys, Chad Lawrence, Col. Jay 

Brooke, Jared Smith, Jordan Smith. 

Comforting prayers for Ellen Cardwell’s family and others who have lost loved 

ones. May they know some peace and comfort. 

 

GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 

*CLOSING HYMN "Who Would Think That What Was Needed"  

 [Bulletin pp. 10-11 ] 

  

BENEDICTION 

 

*SUNG BLESSING "Jesus, Jesus, O What a Wonderful Child" [Bulletin p. 8] 

 

POSTLUDE  

 


