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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF RACINE 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Friday, December 24, 2021—11:00PM

 

O Holy 
Night 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  

Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 

 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  

with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 

Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 

For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  

how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 

 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  

please call 262.632.1686. 

 

Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 

pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 

 

Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 

fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 

 

Church Office 

office@firstpresracine.org 

 

Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 

peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 

 

Shelley Maurer—Digital Media Coordinator 

shelley@firstpresracine.org 

 

If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  

or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  

please speak to the pastor after worship. 

 

 

 

 

*Please stand as you are able. 

[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 

[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 

PRELUDE 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE The Massey-Wilson Family 

“Good news of great joy,” 

the angel said, 

“for to you a savior is born.” 

“Peace on earth,” 

the choir sang, 

“for God reigns in the highest.” 

“Follow me,” 

the star beckoned, 

“For Hope was born in Bethlehem.” 

 

As we light the Christ candle, 

we watch for the Christmas story around us. 

Emmanuel has come and is coming. 

Come, all ye faithful, and worship God. 

 

CANDLE CANON “Prepare the Way” [Renew! 92] 

Prepare the way of the Lord.   

Prepare the way of the Lord, 

And all people will see  

The salvation of our God. 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Good news! Great joy! 

Jesus Christ is born! 

Good news! Great joy! 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

 

*CAROL "O Come All Ye Faithful 

O Come all ye faithful,  

Joyful and triumphant.  

O come ye,  

O come ye to Bethlehem.   

Come and behold Him,  

Born the King of Angels; 

 

O come, let us adore Him,   

O come, let us adore Him,  

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
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Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,  

Born this happy morning,  

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given;  

Word of the Father,  

Now in flesh appearing!  

 

O come, let us adore Him,   

O come, let us adore Him,  

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above.  

Glory to God,  

All glory in the highest!  

 

O come, let us adore Him,   

O come, let us adore Him,  

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

 

FIRST READING  

Isaiah 7:10-14 

Isaiah Gives Ahaz the Sign of Immanuel 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 

test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mor-

tals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, 

the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name Him Immanuel. 

 

CAROL "In the Bleak Midwinter” 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

The holy child of Bethlehem came to cast out sin 

and to bring to us the gift of salvation. 

Let us open our hearts to receive 

what God seeks to give. 

 

PRAYER OF  CONFESSION 

Holy God, 

you have come among us in Jesus Christ, 

hallowing our humanity and embodying love. 

We confess that we have turned from the path Jesus has marked, 

failing to claim all you intend for us, 

withholding love from our neighbors and ourselves. 

Forgive us. 

Be born anew in us, that our lives might reflect Christ’s radiant light. 
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DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

Peace on earth, mercy mild. 

God and sinners reconciled. 

This is good news! 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church, 

let us greet one another, in whatever way we can, 

with the peace and joy of Christ. 

Peace and joy be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

*ACT OF PRAISE “Go Tell It on the Mountain” [Refrain] 

Go, tell it on the mountain,  

Over the hills and everywhere; 

Go, tell it on the mountain  

That Jesus Christ is born! 

 

SECOND READING 

Luke 1:26-38 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Naza-

reth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord 

is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greet-

ing this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found fa-

vor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 

name Him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 

Lord God will give to Him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house 

of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel,  

‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 

be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in 

her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to 

be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the 

servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed 

from her.  

 

CAROL “Star in the East” 
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THIRD READING 

Luke 1:46-55 

Mary’s Song of Praise 

And Mary said, 

‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 

   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

   and holy is his name. 

His mercy is for those who fear Him 

   from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

   and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

   and sent the rich away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

   in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 

 

CAROL "Night Hymn” 

 

FOURTH READING 

Luke 2:1-7 

The Birth of Jesus 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be  

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town  

of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was  

descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

Him in bands of cloth, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn. 
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*CAROL “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King. 

 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild,  

God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise,  

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim,  

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing,  

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored,  

Christ the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time, behold Him come,  

Offspring of the virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;  

Hail the incarnate Deity, 

Pleased in flesh with us to dwell,  

Jesus our Emmanuel. 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing,  

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings,  

Risen with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by,  

Born that we no more may die. 

Born to raise us from the earth,  

Born to give us second birth. 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing,  

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

FIFTH READING 

Luke 2:8-14  

The Shepherds and the Angels 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 

see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you:  
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you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

   and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’ 

 

CHRISTMAS HOMILY 

 

*CAROL OF RESPONSE “What Child Is This” 

What Child is this who, laid to rest 

On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

 

This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, 

The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

 

Why lies He in such mean estate, 

Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading. 

 

This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, 

The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, 

Come one and all, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

 

This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, 

The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

 

SIXTH READING 

Matthew 2:1-2, 10-12 

The Visit of the Wise Men 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 

the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When  
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they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 

house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 

homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 

their own country by another road. 

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY “Away in the Manger” 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen 

 

*SHARING OF THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 

 

*CAROL “Silent Night” 

Silent night, holy night!  

All is calm, all is bright,  

Round yon virgin mother and child.  

Holy Infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace,  

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night!  

Shepherds quake at the sight. 

Glories stream from Heaven afar,  

Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia.” 

Christ, the Savior is born.  

Christ, the Savior is born. 

 

Silent night, holy night!   

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face,  

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.  

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

Silent night, holy night!  

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 

With the angels let us sing,  

“Alleluia” to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born.  

Christ the Savior is born. 
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SEVENTH READING 

John 1:1-4, 14 

The Gospel According to John 

The Word Became Flesh 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and with-

out him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and 

the life was the light of all people. 

  

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

*CAROL “Joy to the World” 

Joy to the world!  The Lord is come!   

Let earth receive her King! 

Let every heart prepare Him room,  

And heaven and nature sing,  

And heaven and nature sing,  

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing! 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace,  

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness,  

And wonders of His love,  

And wonders of His love,  

And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found,  

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 

And wonders of His love,  

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Christmas Poinsettias 

IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY 

Yvonne Massey and Marlene Wilson ...................................................... Carrie Massey & Kathi Wilson 

Ron, Neal & Bill Kerkman, Janet Hogg, and Marshall Bernstein ........................ Steve & Mary Bernstein 

Annette Anderson .......................................................................................................... Bill Anderson 

Our parents & grandparents .............................................................................. John & Linnea Brooke 

Gerald Buck ..................................................................................................................... Nancy Buck 

Ken Clark ......................................................................................................................... Vivian Clark 

J. David Rowland ................................................................................................ John & Meg Daniels 

Our parents .......................................................................................................... Dave & Ellen Easley 

Our loved ones ................................................................................................. Jim & Bonnie Eastman 

Mary Eastman ................................................................................................................. Bud Eastman 

Fredrick L. Lawrence, Shawn F. Lawrence,  

Otto & Margaret Fehlberg, and Bud & Fritzi Lawrence ................................................ Sheila Lawrence 

George & Anita Herrera and Lee & Betty Leavell .................................... Jeff Leavell & Georgia Herrera 

Our loved ones .................................................................................................. Jeff & Shelley Maurer 

My loved ones ...................................................................................................................... Jim Muir 

Mr. & Mrs. A.R. Myers ...................................................................................................... Ellen Myers 

Our loved ones ................................................................................................. Dave & Cathy Perkins 

Lyman & Mary Gillett and Robert & Thelma Reeser ......................................... Dennis & Nancy Reeser 

Patt Reitsma ................................................................................................................... John Reitsma 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Keebler ......................................................................................... Karen Ruggaber 

Don & Marian Schacht ..................................................................................................... Ken Schacht 

Ricky & Bev Shufelt .............................................................................................................. Vi Shufelt 

John Stevenson ........................................................................................................... Barb Stevenson 

Eileen & Bruce Wortley .................................................................................................. Pam Wortley 

Chuck Yale ............................................................................................................................ Deb Yale 

 

IN HONOR OF GIVEN BY 

My children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren ........................................................ Bill Anderson 

Our great-grandchildren—Charlotte & Jorge ................................................ Warren & Nancy DeKraay 

Those who help make our church work so well ....................................... Mac & Marilyn MacCaughey 

My children & grandchildren .......................................................................................... John Reitsma 

 

As you leave tonight’s service, please take your poinsettia with you.  If you would like to donate it, the 

deacons will be taking the remaining poinsettias to our shut-ins. 
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Have a blessed and beautiful 

Christmas Day! 


