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*CAROL “Silent Night” 

As we sing, all are invited to pass the light of Christ. 
Silent night, holy night!   

All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child.   

Holy Infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night!   

Shepherds quake at the sight. 

Glories stream from Heaven afar,  

Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia.” 

Christ, the Savior is born.   

Christ, the Savior is born. 

 

Silent night, holy night!   

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face,  

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.   

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

Silent night, holy night!   

Wondrous star, led thy light; 

With the angels let us sing,  

“Alleluia” to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born.   

Christ the Savior is born. 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

*CAROL “Joy to the World” 
Joy to the world!  The Lord is come!   

Let earth receive her King! 

Let every heart prepare him room,  

And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven,  

And heaven and nature sing! 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace,  

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness,  

And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,  

And wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

POSTLUDE “Brazilian Sleigh Bells” by Percy Faith, arr/Dan Fox

 Alejandro Alumbreros 

 

*Please stand as you are able. 

[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken or song to be sung by the congregation. 

  

 

Merry Christmas and Welcome! 
 

As you enter, please pick up a candle to light as we sing “Silent Night” 
 

Grace and peace to you and blessings this holy night! 

First P resbyterian Church  

Christmas Eve 2018 ~ 8:00pm 
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GATHERING WITH PRAISE 

 

PRELUDE “Hail the Blessed Morn” 

 Pat Badger & Mark Paffrath 

 “In the Bleak Midwinter” arr/Jennifer Cook 

 Alejandro Alumbreros 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 One: Behold I bring you tidings of great joy which shall be to all people.  For unto you 

  is born this day in the city of David, a savior, who is Christ the Lord! 
 All: Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth, peace among those whom 

  the Lord favors. 

 

*CAROL   “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
O Come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant. O come ye,  

O come ye to Bethlehem.  Come and behold Him, Born the King of Angels; 

 

Refrain:  O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,  

              O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning, Jesus,  

To Thee be all glory given; Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing!  (Refrain) 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation!  Sing, all ye citizens  

Of heaven above. Glory to God, all glory in the highest!  (Refrain) 

 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE The Wahlen Family

 One: Jesus, Light of the world is born for us in Bethlehem 
 All: Christ is born and the heavenly hosts join with us in the celebration 

 One: Jesus, the Prince of Peace comes to invite us to work for peace 
 All: May the peace of Christ be with us, tonight and always 

 One: Jesus, God’s gift of love to the world is here  
 All: May the love of Christ be known in every heart and may we show that  

  love to others. 
 

A TIME FOR THE CHILDREN Kathi Wilson 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 7:10-14 [O.T. 636] 

   Kathi Wilson  

 

CHANCEL CHOIR CHORAL ANTHEM “Carol of the Tiny Child” by Don Besig  
 

SECOND READING Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 [O.T. 638] 

 Georgia Hall  
 

*CAROL “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
O come, O come, Immanuel, and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

 

Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

THIRD READING Isaiah 11:1-4, 6-9 [O.T. 640] 

 Mary Bernstein 
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*CAROL “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ was born today. 

Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He has opened heaven's door, and we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 

FOURTH READING Luke 2:1-20 [N.T. 58] 

 Amy Schaal 
 

*CAROL “What Child Is This” 

What Child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Who angels greet with anthem sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 

 

Refrain:  This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary! 

 

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 

(Refrain) 

 

FIFTH READING Matthew 2:1-12 [N.T. 2] 

 Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 

 

HOMILY “A Perfect Christmas” 

 Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 

 

SPECIAL CAROL “’Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” 

 

OFFERING / OFFERTORY “Once in Royal David’s City” 

 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

 One: The Lord be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 
 All: We lift them to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 One: To the glory of your name …. 
 All: Glo   -   -   -  ria in excelsis Deo; glo   -   -   -  ria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Sharing the Bread and the Cup “In the Bleak Midwinter” 

As directed by the ushers, please come forward, take a piece of bread, dip it in the 

cup and partake.  The station next to the piano is gluten-free.  Servers are available  

to bring Communion to those who wish to remain in their seats. 
 


