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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF RACINE 

The  Longest Night Service 
Tuesday, December 21, 2021—6:30PM 

 
 
 
 
 

A service of remembrance, hope, 

comfort, and inspiration for those  

who find this season difficult. 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 

PRELUDE  

 Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

What came to be through God was life, and this life was the light of the world. 

People: The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never put it out. 

 

WELCOME 

 

SCRIPTURE 

Psalm 22  

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Why are you so far from helping me, so far from the words of my groaning? 

O my God, I cry by day but you do not answer, 

and by night, but I find no rest.  

In you, our ancestors trusted. They trusted and you delivered them. 

To you they cried, and were saved. 

It was you who brought me from the womb, 

you who kept me safe on my mother's breast. 

Since my mother bore me, you have been my God.  

Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 

God does not despise the affliction of the afflicted. 

God does not hide from me. 

When I cry to God, God hears me. 

 

*HYMN “In the Bleak Midwinter” [PH 36] 

 

SCRIPTURE 

Luke 1:78-79 

By the tender mercy of our God, 

   the dawn from on high will break upon us, 

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

   to guide our feet into the way of peace.’  

 

SERMON    “A Stubborn Stillness” by Katherine Patterson 

 Rev. Darren Utley 

 

LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE 

(The first candle is lighted.) 

Officiant: … all Creation waits for the Light. 

All: We remember them with love. May God's eternal love surround them. 

A period of silent reflection 

 

Light One Candle v.1 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah:  let the light banish darkness.   

He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfulls the promise. 
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(The second candle is lighted.)  

Officiant: … You will place the gift of peace, shalom. 

All: We remember that through You all things are possible. 

Refresh, restore, renew us, 0 God, and lead us into Your future. 

A period of silent reflection 

 

Light One Candle v2 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah:  let the light banish darkness. 

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward. 

 

The third candle is lighted. 

Officiant: …We accept and lay before you the time we have walked alone, in darkness; and in 

knowledge of our own mortality. 

All: We remember that though we have journeyed far, and that, while lost, we may have turned 

away from the light, the light itself has not failed. 

We remember that though winter be upon us and though the night be dark, with the passing of the 

night dawn will come, and dawn defeats the darkness. 

A period of silent reflection 

 

Light One Candle v3 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah:  let the light banish darkness. 

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway for the King of glory. 

 

The fourth candle is lighted. 

Officiant: … to share this life with us promises us comfort and peace. 

All: We remember the One who shares our burdens, who shows us the way to the Light, 

and who journeys with us into all our tomorrows. 

A period of silent reflection 

 

Light One Candle v4 

Light four candles to watch for Messiah:  let the light banish darkness. 

He is coming; tell the glad tidings.  Let your lights be shining. 

 

Invitation to Light Candles for Loved Ones (Musical Accompaniment ) 

 

Lighting of Christ Candle  

 

HYMN “Night Hymn” 

 

SCRIPTURE 

Matthew 11:28-29 

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take 

my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls.  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER  

 

“The Shortest Day” by Susan Cooper 
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CLOSING HYMN “Love Has Come”  

  

BLESSING 

 

 


