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Sun., Dec. 19th 9:30am 

10:35AM 

10:35AM 

11:45AM 

3:00pm 

Fourth Sunday of Advent—Worship Service 
Deacons Packing Christmas Baskets (Dining Hall-LL) 
Fellowship 
Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
“Lessons and Carols” - Choral Arts Concert 

Mon., Dec. 20th 7:30AM 

2:00PM 

5:45PM 

Contemplative Prayer via Zoom 
Staff Meeting via Zoom 
RKYSO Rehearsal 

Tues., Dec. 21st 6:30PM The Longest Night Service (Chapel) 

Wed., Dec. 22nd 12:00pm 

4:00pm to 7:00pm 

5:30pm 

Bible Study via Zoom 
First Pres Food Pantry 
P.L.A.Y. (yoga) 

Fri., Dec. 24th 6:30PM 

11:00pm 
Christmas Eve Service 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sun., Dec. 26th 9:30am 

10:35AM 

10:35AM 

11:45AM 

Worship Service 
Deacons Huddle (Narthex) 
Fellowship 
Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

Merry  
Christmas 

  

 

First Presbyterian Church of Racine  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, December 19, 2021—9:30AM 

 

“ Pivot” 

 

Welcome 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  

Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  
Welcome to this family of faith. 

 
We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  

with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 
 

Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 
 

For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  
to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  

how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  
Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 

 
If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  

please call 262.632.1686. 
 

Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 
pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 

 
Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 

fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 
 

Church Office 
office@firstpresracine.org 

 
Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 

peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 
 

Shelley Maurer—Digital Media Coordinator 
shelley@firstpresracine.org 

 
If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  

or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  
please speak to the pastor after worship. 

 
 
 
 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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The Lowly Will Be Lifted Up 
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My Soul Gives Glory to My God 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 
Welcome and Announcements Larry Dickerson 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 
 
Prelude “The Holly and the Ivy/You Are My King” arr/P. Keveren 
 Alejandro Alumbreros 
 
Lighting the Advent Candle The Bernstein Family 

A voice cries out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
A choir sings in the silence, 
“Come, Emmanuel.” 
Every valley shall be filled. 
Every heart shall be made whole, 
for peace is stronger than turmoil, 
and love is louder than hate. 
 
As we light our second Advent candle, 
we pray for the holy peace of God. 
Come now, O Child of Mary. 
Come now, O Prince of Peace. 

 
Candle Canon “Prepare the Way” [Renew! 92] 

Prepare the way of the Lord.  
Prepare the way of the Lord, 

And all people will see  
The salvation of our God. 

 
 
 

Today’s Service 
Pastor — Rev. Darren Utley 
Liturgist — Larry Dickerson 

Advent Candlelighters — The Bernstein Family 
Greeters — Mac & Marilyn MacCaughey 

Ushers — Steve Simpson, Ken Schacht and Sarah Seversen  
Fellowship — Todd & Jen Seversen and Ken Schacht  

Musicians — Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath, Pat Badger,  
Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir 

Bulletin — Theresa Revis 
Graphics Design — Shelley Maurer 

Media Tech — Steve Comeau 
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*Call to Worship 
Keep watch! 
For the One who brings peace is coming. 
We wait in anticipation for Christ. 
We wait for God’s revealing of joy. 
Remain alert! 
Love is coming to dwell among us. 
Hope draws near. 

 
*Opening Hymn "O Magnify the Lord with Me" [Bulletin p. 9] 
 Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 
 
Call to Confession 

In our waiting and preparation, 
we come to rest, again, at the foot of the cross. 
Even in this season of anticipation, 
we see the fullness of God’s promised redemption 
in the waters of baptism. 
As those who are fully known and redeemed, 
we confess our sin before God and one another. 

 
Prayer of Confession  

O God, giver of all good gifts, 
we come before you as children 
in need of your wisdom and grace. 
Our fears and our hopes are braided together 
in the rhythm of daily life. 
Our visions of the future depend on our own hands and ability. 
Our expectations remain reasonable 
and within our control. 
Break into this tangle of fear and hope, 
bringing peace to our souls. 
Break into our vision of the future, 
returning us to your hands. 
Break into our expectations, 
awakening us with curiosity and wonder; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

Christ’s coming is certain. 
God’s promise is true. 
Trust in the transformational power of God’s forgiveness 
and receive the gift of God’s love. 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God. 
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For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits 
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O Magnify the Lord with Me 
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Passing the Peace 
Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  
let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  
with the peace and joy of Christ. 
Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
*Act of Praise  “For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits,” [Bulletin 9, v. 6] 

For You, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits, truly my hope is in You. 
Here we shall meet the Maker of the heavens, 

Creator of the mountains and the seas, 
Lord of the stars, and present to us now. 

 
Choral Anthem   "Will We Know Him?" by Don Besig 
    Chancel Choir 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 
Scripture 

Micah 5:2-5a 
The Ruler from Bethlehem 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
   who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
   one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
   from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
   when she who is in labour has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
   to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
   in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
   to the ends of the earth; 
and he shall be the one of peace. 
   If the Assyrians come into our land 
   and tread upon our soil, 
we will raise against them seven shepherds 
   and eight installed as rulers. 
 
Luke 1:46-55 
Mary’s Song of Praise 
And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
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   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 

 
Sermon “Pivot”
 Rev. Darren Utley 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Music for Reflection "It Came Upon the Midnight Clear," by Richard Storrs Willis 
 
*Song of Response "My Soul Gives Glory to My God" [Bulletin p. 8] 
 
Offering/Offertory           "Ding Dong! Merrily On High!"  French Carol 
 
*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
 
Choral Anthem “Where You There on that Christmas Night?”  
 by Nancy Sleeth, arr/Martha Lynn Thompson 
    Handbell Choir 
 
Prayer of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen 

 
GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 
*Closing Hymn “The Lowly Will Be Lifted Up” [Bulletin p. 9] 
 
  

7 

 

Benediction 
 
*Sung Blessing  "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
Who orderest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show; 
And teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel!v 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death's dark shadow put to flight. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel!  

 
Postlude "Good Christian Men Rejoice" 14th century German melody 

Prayer Matters 
Pray for Linda Schubert, Ellen Myers, Mary Ralston, Mary Soley, Ellen Cardwell, Kay 
Mahl, Jim Muir, Marilyn MacCaughey, Bill Blandford, Leah Fisher, Sandra Hopkins, 
Louise Shapley, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Don & Nancy Tobias, Mary Jane Johnston. 

Comfort & healing for Pastor Beidy—pastor from Central Presbyterian in Matanzas, 
Cuba, Sarah & Amanda—from the Lawrence family, Martha—sister of Nancy Reeser, 
Mary—sister of  Carrie Massey, Kelly—daughter-in-law  of Dave & Ginny Holle, 
Chuck & Lynn—from the Lehmann family, Carleen—friend of Diane Lehmann,  Lisa—
daughter of Sharon Campbell, John—brother of Peggy Taylor,   Linda—daughter of 
Louise Shapley, along with Julie—Louise's cleaning lady.  And a very special prayer 
request from Autumn for Clint, Kenneth & Rebecca. 

Prayers for those in the service—Evan Humphreys, Chad Lawrence, Col. Jay 
Brooke, Jared Smith, Jordan Smith. 

Comforting prayers for those who have lost loved ones. May they know some peace 
and comfort. 


