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Sun., Dec. 5th 9:30am 

10:35AM 

10:35AM 

11:00AM 

11:45AM 

Second Sunday of Advent—Worship Service 

Deacons Huddle (Narthex) 

Fellowship 
Potluck Lunch followed by Advent Workshop 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

Mon., Dec. 6th 7:30AM 

9:00AM 

5:45PM 

6:00pm to 9:00pm 

Contemplative Prayer via Zoom 

Staff Meeting via Zoom 

RKYSO Rehearsal 
Jobs’ Daughters Int’l Meeting 

Tues., Dec. 7th 6:30PM Choral Arts Society Rehearsal 

Wed., Dec. 8th 12:00pm 

4:00pm to 7:00pm 

5:30pm 

Bible Study via Zoom 

First Pres Food Pantry 

P.L.A.Y. (yoga) 

Sat., Dec. 11th 1:00pm Charity Event Rehearsal 

Sun., Dec. 12th 9:30am 

10:35AM 

10:35AM 

11:45AM 

4:00pm to 7:00pm 

Third Sunday of Advent—Worship Service 

Deacons Huddle (Narthex) 

Fellowship 
Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

Asylum Seekers’ Charity Event Rehearsal 

Upcoming Events 

Mark Your Calendar 

  

 

First Presbyterian Church of Racine  
Second Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, December 5, 2021—9:30AM 

 

“ Path” 

 

Welcome 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 
Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  
please call 262.632.1686. 

 
Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 
pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 

 
Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 

fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 
 

Church Office 
office@firstpresracine.org 

 
Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 

peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 
 

Shelley Maurer—Digital Media Coordinator 
shelley@firstpresracine.org 

 
If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  

or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  
please speak to the pastor after worship. 

 
 
 
 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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Deacons will once again be preparing the holiday baskets for Julian Thomas 
School and church members.  We need your help to purchase  10-12 pound 
bone-in hams.  Stores are limiting us to only two per person. If members   
can get them between Thanksgiving and December 18th, it would be very 
helpful.  We will need 50 hams.  

The cost of one basket is about $75, if you would like to make a monetary 
donation of any amount.  Donations can be made using PayPal, by visiting 
our website and clicking on the PayPal icon.  Select   Deacons' Christmas 
Food Baskets from the dropdown list. 

We are also collecting hygiene products, children’s socks, bath towels, travel 
size board games. 

Thank you for helping us provide for the school and our church members.  
And, if you know of a church family that needs a basket or can purchase a 
ham, please contact LuAnn Hansen. 
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Look forward once again to visiting Wales, when 
the First Presbyterian Readers' Theatre brings 
Dylan Thomas' A Child's Christmas In Wales into 
your home via Zoom.  Later in  December we'll 
send out   a link.  Then, heat up your favorite 
cuppa, head  to your parlor (or family room or 
couch or fireside), and enjoy First Presbyterian 
Readers as they recreate this delightful winter 
classic! 

A huge THANK YOU  
to all the little elves  

who helped decorate our church  
for the advent season! 

 

Peace on Earth 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
 
Welcome and Announcements Sharon Campbell 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 
 
Prelude "Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus" 
 Alejandro Alumbreros 
 
Lighting the Advent Candle The Eastman-DeGroot Family 

A voice cries out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
A choir sings in the silence, 
“Come, Emmanuel.” 
Every valley shall be filled. 
Every heart shall be made whole, 
for peace is stronger than turmoil, 
and love is louder than hate. 
 
As we light our second Advent candle, 
we pray for the holy peace of God. 
Come now, O Child of Mary. 
Come now, O Prince of Peace. 

 
Candle Canon “Prepare the Way” [Renew! 92] 

Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Prepare the way of the Lord, 

And all people will see 
The salvation of our God. 

 
*Call to Worship 

A voice cries, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
Lift every valley; lift every voice. 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 
And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God. 

 
*Opening Hymn "It Came Upon a Midnight Clear" [PH 38] 
 Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 
 
Call to Confession  

In Jesus Christ 
God seeks to smooth those places made rough by sin. 
With humility and hope 
let us make our confession. 
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Prayer of Confession  

Cleansing God, 
we hear the call to repentance, 
but we struggle to respond. 
A voice tells us to turn around, 
but we prefer our own ways. 
 
You seek to purify us in love, 
but we constantly elude your searching hand. 
Our sin leads us in other directions, 
away from you, away from life. 
Look with mercy upon us. 
Clear a place within us 
so that something new might be born, 
something that might return us 
to the way you have shown us in Jesus Christ. 
 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

By the tender mercy of our God, 
the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
This is good news! 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

 
Passing the Peace 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  
let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  
with the peace and joy of Christ. 
Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
*Act of Praise“For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits” [Bulletin p 7, v. 3] 

For You, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits, 
Truly my hope is in You. 

O Root of Life, implant Your seed within us, 
And in Your advent, draw us all to You, 
Our hope reborn in dying and in rising. 

 
Choral Anthem Chancel Choir 
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Prayer Matters 
Pray for Mary Ralston, Mary Soleyl, Ellen Cardwell, Marilyn MacCaughey, Kay 
Mah, Jim Muir, Bill Blandford, Leah Fisher, Sandra Hopkins, Louise Shapley, 
Evelyn Vanderheyden, Don & Nancy Tobias, Mary Jane Johnston. 

Comfort & healing for Sarah & Amanda—from the Lawrence family, Martha—
sister of Nancy Reeser, Mary—sister of  Carrie Massey, Kelly—daughter-in-law  
of Dave & Ginny Holle, Chuck & Lynn—from the Lehmann family, Carleen—
friend of Diane Lehmann,  Lisa—daughter of Sharon Campbell, John—brother 
of Peggy Taylor, Linda—daughter of Louise Shapley, along with Julie—
Louise's cleaning lady.  And a very  special prayer request from Autumn for 
Clint,    Kenneth & Rebecca. 

Prayers for those in the service—Evan Humphreys, Chad Lawrence, Col. Jay 
Brooke, Jared Smith, Jordan Smith. 

Comforting prayers for those who have lost loved ones. May they know some 
peace and comfort. 

Today’s Service 
 

Pastor —  
Rev. Darren Utley 

Musicians —  
Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath, Pat Badger, Chancel Choir 

Liturgist —  
Sharon Campbell 

Advent Candlelighters —  
The Eastman/DeGroot Family 

Greeters —  
Bev Eifert, Ginny Holle 

Ushers —  
John & Linnea Brooke, Jeff Leavell 

Fellowship —  
Royce & Barbara Earnest 

Bulletin —  
Theresa Revis 

Graphics Design —  
Shelley Maurer 
Media Tech —  
Steve Comeau 
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PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 
Scripture 

Malachi 3:1-4 
The Coming Messenger 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 
he appears? 
 
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in right-
eousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the 
Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 
Luke 3:1-6 
The Proclamation of John the Baptist 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the 
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the for-
giveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
   and the rough ways made smooth; 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

 
Sermon    “Path” 
 Rev. Darren Utley 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Music for Reflection "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence" 
 
*Song of Response “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” [Bulletin p. 8] 
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Offering/Offertory “"Emmanuel Comes" arr/Mark Hayes 
 
*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you, 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts, 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
**Please be assured that the communion bread will always be gluten-free. 
 
Sharing the Bread and the Cup "Away in a Manger/Good Good Father” 
 

GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 
 
*Closing Hymn "Watchmen, Tell Us of the Night" [PH 20] 
 
 
 
Benediction 
 
*Sung Blessing  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” [v. 2] 

O come, O Wisdom from on high,  
Who orderest all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show  
And teach us in her ways to go.  

Rejoice!  Rejoice!   
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
Postlude “Ukrainian Bell Carol” 
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