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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen 

 

Sharing the Bread and the Cup "Soon and Very Soon"
   by Andrea Crouch

   Mark Paffrath 

As directed by the ushers, please come forward, take a piece of bread, dip it in the 

cup and partake.  The station next to the piano is gluten-free.  Servers are available 

to bring Communion to those who wish to remain in their seats. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 All: God of love, giver of the food that sustains us, hear our prayer. Go with us now 

  into your world and give us the strength to do your work and your will. May the 

  elements of bread and wine continue to refresh and restore us and may your 

  presence go with us wherever you lead. ~ Amen 

 

 

GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 

*CLOSING HYMN “I Want to Walk As a Child of the Light” [Renew! 152] 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*SUNG BLESSING [280 v. 3, 5] 
Through many dangers, toils and snares, 

I have already come; 

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home. 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’d first begun.. 

 

 

POSTLUDE   “Maestoso“ 
   by Fr. Walczynski 

   Alejandro Alumbreros 

 

*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken or song to be sung by the congregation. 
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GATHERING WITH PRAISE 

 

As we listen to the beauty of the music in this sacred place of 

Sanctuary, let us silently prepare ourselves for worship. 

 

PRELUDE   “Selections” 
   by W. Wedeman,  A. G. Albrechtsberger, Ch. H. Rinck,  and A. F. Hess 

   Alejandro Alumbreros 

 

FIRST THOUGHT 

“Today, more than ever, we need to pray for the light to know the will of God; for the 

love to accept the will of God; and for the way to do the will of God.“ 

   Mother Teresa

 One: The Lord be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 

 

HYMN   “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” [2] 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE Kay Mahl & Victoria Vollman 

 One: On this first Sunday of Advent, we light this candle, symbol of hope. 
 All: We light this candle in the sure hope that God’s promises endure. 

 One: To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls:  In you, O God, we trust. 
 All: The one who is coming will show us the path of steadfast love and faithfulness. 

 One: We prepare for Christ’s coming into our lives in a new way. 
 All: Let us live in the light of hope as we await the coming of the Lord. ~ Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

WELCOME 

Welcome! Whoever you are, wherever you come from and whatever you have done 

or failed to do, welcome to this place where we celebrate the love of God and are 

inspired by the hospitality of Jesus Christ. May you find God’s love, peace and grace 

as we worship together. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Ginny Holle 
 All: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. Our words, actions, and choices 

  have caused pain for others and ourselves. Together, let us approach God for 

  forgiveness. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 All: Merciful God, we have much to confess.  We lose our focus.  We forget the  

  reasons we’ve had for the holiday season.  We get caught up in being busy, 

  caught up in ourselves, caught up in the world.  Help us to focus on you, and  

  in so doing becoming more like you.  The world around us needs you, needs  

  people focused on you and ready to meet the needs of those that are hurting  

  and lost around us.  Focus us God, lead us with your Holy Spirit, so that when  

  The hope of the Nations does arrive, we are ready.  ~ Amen 

 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 One: Friends, hear the good news of the Gospel 
 All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 

*ACT OF PRAISE [280 v. 1, 2] 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see.. 

 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR “Sing Praises”

   by L. Stanley Glarum 

 

SCRIPTURE   Mark 13:24-37 [N.T. p. 50] 

 

SERMON   “Keep Alert”

   Rev. June Nettles 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"
   Latin, c. 12th Century 

   Mark Paffrath 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 All: Because of You, Abundant God, we have gifts to share with others. Use our   

  offerings to restore hope to those who despair, to feed the hungry, and to fill 

  the empty hearts of the lonely.  This we ask in the name of Jesus. ~ Amen 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Invitation to the Table 

The Table at First Presbyterian is open to all.  Friends from other traditions are welcome to 

share in the Lord’s Supper because Christ is our host.  Children who are being nurtured in 

the faith are also welcome.  We invite all to share in this meal in order to be renewed and 

assured of God’s love and grace. 
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Please pray for Peggy Taylor, Nancy Ritter, Ed Hunt, Bill & Lissy 

Blandford, Darrell Sutton, Nancy Tobias, David & Cathy Perkins,  

Annette Anderson, Mary Jane Johnston,  Larry & Ellen Cardwell. 
 

As they go through difficult times, we ask for continued prayers for 

all who have lost loved ones. 
 

Prayers for Mary—sister of Carrie Massey, Christi—friend of Music & More, Evie—

granddaughter of Bill & Lissy Blandford,  Autumn—granddaughter of Bev Eifert, Dave—

brother of Patt Reitsma, Lucille—mother of Diane Lehmann. 
 

And continued prayers for our military—Jordan Smith, Kyle Sondergaard, Mary Workman, 

Chad Lawrence, Lt. Col Jay Brooke. 
 

And healing prayers for all those individuals going through rough times—emotionally, 

physically or spiritually. 

The order forms for the CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS can  be found in today’s 

bulletin.  The deadline for ordering is Dec. 9th.  They will be on display 

beginning Dec. 14th through our Christmas Eve Service on the 24th.  

At that time, you are welcome to take your poinsettia plant home 

with you. 
 

Please consider purchasing one (or more) in honor / memory of a 

loved one. 
 

We are still in need of someone willing to send out birthday, anniversary, 

get well and condolence cards to friends and families of First Presbyterian. 
 

We provide the cards, stamps, names and addresses and you provide  

the personalization!  If you’re interested in doing this, please  

call the church at 262.632.1686 or leave your name and  

phone number in my mail bin. 
 

             Thank you! ~ shel 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  

Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith.  
 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  

with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 
 

9:30AM—Worship and Communion 

Fellowship to follow 
 

 
 

716 College Avenue 

Racine, WI 53403 

262.632.1686 
 

www. FirstPresRacine.org 

Office@FirstPresRacine.org 
 

 

 

GET THE WEEKLY EVOTIONAL 
 

To receive our weekly Evotional, along with news about what’s going 

on in the church, call or email the office and ask to be added to the list! 
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First Sunday of Advent 
December 2, 2018 

 

GREETERS:  Vivian Clark, Jim Muir 
USHERS:  Denise Park, Lissy Blandford, Bob & Kerry Frank 

PERK-N-POUR:  Bev Eifert, Elaine Jacobsen 
LITURGIST:  Ginny Holle 

PLEASE JOIN US NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9TH 

FOR OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Sun., Dec. 2 9:30AM Worship and Communion— 

Rev. June Nettles, guest pastor 

Mon.,  Dec. 3 5:30PM to 8:30PM Racine Kiwanis Youth Symphony 

(Chapel, Parlor and Ihrman Hall) 

Tue.,  Dec. 4 11:00AM Staff Meeting 

Wed.,  Dec. 5 12:00PM 

5:00PM to 7:00PM 

7:00PM 

Brown Bag Bible Study 

Food Pantry 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

Thu.,  Dec. 6 2:00PM to 4:00PM 

5:00PM to 7:00PM 

Food Pantry 

BEC Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

Fri.,  Dec. 7 12:00PM 

ETA 1:30PM 

First Pres Book Club (Debbie Yale’s home) 

Delivery—Food Pantry 

Sat.,  Dec. 8 7:00PM A Belle Ensemble Christmas with Dickens 

(Sanctuary) 
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Save the Dates 
SUN., DEC. 9TH— 

 Annual Christmas Program 
FRI., DEC. 14TH— 

 Special Edition - Music & More  

 Christmas Sing-Along and 

Cookie Sale 
SAT., DEC. 15TH— 

 Christmas Basket Pick-Up 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE: 

Dec. 5th –5PM to 7PM  

First Wednesday Volunteers 

Dec. 6th -2PM to 4PM  

First Thursday Volunteers 
 

NEEDS? 

Soap * Soap * And More Soap! 

FIRST PRES BOOK CLUB is reading The Wife 

Between Us by Greer Hendricks and 

Sarah Pekkanen. 
 

We will meet at noon on Fri., Dec. 7th,  

at the home of Debbie Yale,  

1346 Park Avenue.  We  

will have a light lunch  

and discuss the book. 
 

Please join us! 
 

The Rev. June Scott Nettles grew up on the east coast  

and graduated from the University of South Carolina.  She 

received her Master of Divinity from  Boston University 

School of Theology.  In 1982, she transferred into the  

Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist Church. 

Prior to retiring in 2004, Rev. Nettles served churches in  

Racine, Milwaukee, and Union Grove. She has two sons 

and her husband, Willard, is a pediatrician in Racine.  

OUR JULIAN THOMAS SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP 
 

What Is on Their Wish List?! 

Knit gloves - 2-pk sets are best  

Sweatpants and/or leggings -  

Children's 7-8 (med) or 9-10 (lg) 
 

Important !  
 

The deadline for January’s newsletter 

wil l be early—Friday, December 14th!  


