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Sun., Nov. 27th 9:30AM 

10:40AM 

Worship—First Sunday of Advent 

Fellowship 

Poinsettia Deadline 

Mon., Nov. 28th 9:00AM 

5:45PM 

Staff Meeting via Zoom 

RKYS Rehearsal 

Tue., Nov. 29th 7:00PM CAS Rehearsal 

Wed., Nov. 30th 12:00PM 

1:30PM 

2:00PM 

4:00-7:00PM 

5:30PM 

7:00PM 

Bible Study 

M&M Christmas Sing-Along Rehearsal 

AdHoc Investment Meeting 

Food Pantry 

P.L.A.Y. (yoga) 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Sat., Dec. 3rd 7:00PM Music & More Holiday Sing-Along 

Sun., Dec. 4th 9:30AM 

10:40AM 

Worship—Second Sunday of Advent 

Fellowship 

Heartfelt thoughts and prayers for all who have 
recently lost loved ones, so that they know some 
peace and   comfort during this difficult time. 

Healing prayers for Mary Soley, Vivian Clark, Bill 
Blandford, Kay Mahl, Linnea Brooke, Dave Perkins, 
Vic Schubert, Sandra Hopkins, Karin Roach, Mary 
Ralston, Don Tobias, Marilyn MacCaughey, Evelyn 
Vanderheyden, Leah Fisher, Louise   Shapley, Mary 
Jane Johnston.  

Please pray for Tim & Jan—family members of Sheila Lawrence, Nick—brother     
of Peggy Taylor, Chuck & Lynn Lehmann, Shawna Lehmann (battling issues), 
Amy Eastman Anderson, Allen—friend of Lisa Campbell, Lisa—daughter of Sharon 
Campbell, Linda—daughter of  Louise Shapley, Myndi—cousin of Amy Schaal, 
Clint, Kenneth and Rebecca—friends of Autumn Eifert. 

Prayers for those in the service—Chad Lawrence (in Somalia), Col. Jay Brooke,   
Jared Smith, Jordan Smith, Nicholas Hansen, Evan Humphreys. 

  

 

I asked God—  
what about my 
fingernail-biting habit 
or the way I leave all the cabinets 
open in the kitchen? 

 

What about the way I can be dramatic, 
drumming up a fight, only to 
hand out apologies like souvenirs? 

 

What about the way I second-guess myself, 
let shame drive, or stay quiet when I 
have something to say? 

 

What about the way I chase accomplishments 
like a dog with a bone? 

 

What about the doubt, or the fact  
that I’m terrible at prayer and 
cannot help but yawn during church? 

 

What about  
What about  
What about? 

 

My baggage might be too big for the van. 

 

But then 
God called me by my first and middle name, 
which always means business, 
and said: 
Who told you that you were too much? 
Sugar, there is so much room for you here. 

 

So that’s when I grabbed a seat 
and we hit the road 
and I knew right then 
that the rumors were true. 

 

There is room. 
There is room. 
There is room. 

 

Prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed 

Genealogy of Christ | Lauren Wright Pittman 
Digital Painting 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 
Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  
please call 262.632.1686. 

 
Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 

pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 
 

Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 
fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 

 
Church Office 

office@firstpresracine.org 
 

Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 
peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 

 
Shelley Maurer—Digital Media Coordinator 

shelley@firstpresracine.org 
 

If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  
or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  

please speak to the pastor after worship. 
 

 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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 This year Julian Thomas is looking for help 
in providing special Christmas gifts for   
families in need.  Each JT teacher was 
asked to confidentially nominate one child 
from their classroom.  Gifts will be given to 
that child and all the siblings in the home as 
well.  First Presbyterian Church has agreed 
to participate by collecting and donating 30 
of the primary gifts. 

When are they needed? 
All gifts must be collected in Ihrman Hall by THIS Tuesday 11/29 (to be delivered 
to Julian Thomas School prior to 12/1/2022) 

Boy/Girl gifts $15-$20 value (ideas below) 
➢ Lego Sets 
➢ Barbie Dolls (different races) 
➢ Superhero action figures 
➢ Craft or Jewelry making kits 
➢ Playdough sets 
➢ Hot wheels car and track sets 
➢ Kinetic Sand kits 
➢ Matchbox cars 
➢ Squishmallows stuffed toys. 

They are also looking for: 
➢ Fuzzy Socks children’s sizes or adult small and medium 
➢ M&M or Hershey’s candy cane tubes filled with chocolates 
➢ Gift cards for Walgreens or Walmart (JT staff will use these to purchase additional 

items for the Gift bags) 

Thank you for supporting this Joint Initiatives Christmas Mission project. 

Please contact Meg Daniels if you have any questions: 262-497-0610 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Curt Vollman 
Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 

 

POEM Shelley Maurer 
 

PRELUDE "Andantino" by O. Ravanello 

 Alejandro Alumbreros 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE Bev & Autumn Eifert 
From generation to generation, God has brought good news of love 

and compassion, justice and community. Let us rest and abide in 

that good news. 

Amen. 

 

*OPENING HYMN "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus" [GtG 82] 

 Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 
 

Today’s Service 
 

PASTOR — Rev. Darren Utley 
MUSICIANS — Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath, Pat Badger,  

Fumi Nakayama & Handbell Choir 
LITURGIST — Curt Vollman 

POETRY READING — Shelley Maurer 
CANDLE LIGHTING — Bev & Autumn Eifert 

GREETERS — Jerry & Nancy Ritter 
USHERS — Dennis & Nancy Reeser, LuAnn Hansen 

FELLOWSHIP — Dennis & Nancy Reeser 
BULLETIN — Theresa Revis 

Graphics Design — Shelley Maurer 
MEDIA TECH — Steve Comeau 



4 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

In God’s house, everyone is welcome— 

those who seem like they have it all together, 

and those who feel like their world is falling apart. 

No matter who we are, there’s room for us here. 

With that confidence, we turn to God in prayer, 

speaking the truth of our lives. 

Let us pray: 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of today and God of tomorrow, 

you say, “Bring your full self. There’s room for you here.” 

But we say, “Our lives are too messy.” 

You say, “Bring your hopes and your dreams. There’s room for you here.” 

But we say, “It’s too risky to hope.” 

You say, “Bring your grief and your prayers. There’s room for you here.” 

But we say, “Some things are easier to forget.” 

God of today and God of tomorrow, 

we know in our hearts that there’s room for us here. 

Forgive us for withholding our full selves from you. 

Forgive us for giving only our Sunday best. 

Help us remember, today and tomorrow, 

There’s room for every story.  Amen. 
 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Family of faith, 

We who feel scattered are held together. 

We who have lost our way are forgiven and found. 

And we who are lonely are brought into the fold and are told, 

“There’s room for you here.” 

From generation to generation, this is the good news of the gospel. 

In Jesus Christ we are held, forgiven, found, and welcomed. 

Thanks be to God! Amen. 
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Featuring Mark Paffrath, Choral Arts Society 
and First Presbyterian Backup Singers. 

Special Edition 
3rd Annual Holiday  

Sing-Along 
December 3, 2022—7:00PM 
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PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  

let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  

with the peace and joy of Christ. 

Peace and joy be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

*ACT OF PRAISE  "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" [GtG 88, v.1] 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM "How Firm the Foundation" arr. by Sandra Eithun 
 Handbell Choir 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

God of the ages, 

in scripture we hear stories of people like us— 

ordinary people, 

people who longed to know you, 

people who longed to follow you, 

people who made mistakes, 

people who tried to grow— 

old, young, native, immigrant, 

new to the faith, lifelong believer. 

In scripture we hear stories of people like us, 

so just as you walked with them, 

help us to hear and remember all the ways that you walk with us. 

We are listening.  We are grateful.  We are yours. 

Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE 

Isaiah 2:1-5 [Old Testament p. 631] 

Matthew 1:1-17 [New Testament p. 1] 

 

SERMON    “Many Names” 

 Rev. Darren Utley 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION "O Day of Peace" 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE "The God of Abraham Praise" [GtG 49] 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe in a God 

who promised to Abraham, 

who wrestled with Jacob, 

who walked with Ruth, 

who spoke with Moses, 

who grieved with Bathsheba, 

who danced with David, 

who dreamed with Joseph, 

and who hoped like Mary. 

We believe in a God who has been 

loving, inviting, transforming, and challenging us 

from generation to generation. 

And we believe that same God 

is here with us now, 

saying, “Come on in; there’s room for you here.” 

Amen 

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY "Of the Father's Love Begotten" 
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*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. ~ Amen 
 

GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 

*CLOSING HYMN      "Come Now, O Prince of Peace" [GtG 103] 

  

BENEDICTION 

 

*SUNG BLESSING          “The Time Has Come” [Bulletin p. 11, verse 1] 
 

POSTLUDE "Mosso Moderato" by Ch. H.Rinck 

 
Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 

Help needed for “A Journey to Bethlehem” 

This will be held on Saturday, December 10th from 2-4:30 pm. 
There will be meeting after worship on Sunday, November 27th for 

those that will participate. We still need shepherds, angels and 
guides. Also encourage others to come and experience it. 

December 4th:  Advent workshop and potluck after worship. 
Crafts for all ages. Bring a dish to pass and enjoy the fellowship. 
We will have the Packer game on for those that want to watch it! 

LuAnn 


