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Our food pantry is in dire need of volunteers  

to work on Wednesdays between 3:45PM and 

7:00PM.  This is a great opportunity for high 

school students who need community service 

hours for their credits or graduation require-

ments.  If you or someone you know is willing  

to volunteer one Wednesday per month, please contact the church  

office—262.632.1686. 

 

We also need volunteers to assist with the food pantry deliveries—

scheduled for the fourth Thursday and Friday of each month at 1:00PM.   

Please arrive about ten minutes early. 

 

As always, thank you for your continued patronage  

of the First Pres Food Pantry! 

Events for the Week 

Sun., Oct. 24th 9:30AM 

10:30AM 

10:30AM 

 

10:45AM 

Sunday Worship Service 

Deacons Huddle (Narthex) 

Farewell for Sandra Hopkins 

(Ihrman Hall) 

Sunday School— 

     K-5 (2nd Floor) 

     6-12 (Fireside Room) 

Talk It Over—18+ (Ihrman Hall) 

Mon., Oct. 25th 7:30AM 

9:00AM 

5:45PM 

Contemplative Prayer via Zoom 

Staff Meeting via Zoom 

RKYSO Rehearsal 

Tues., Oct. 26th 6:30PM 

6:30PM 

Session Meeting 

Choral Arts Society Rehearsal 

Wed., Oct. 27th 12:00PM 

4:00PM to 7:00PM 

5:30PM 

7:00PM 

Bible Study via Zoom 

First Pres Food Pantry 

P.L.A.Y 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Thurs. Oct. 28th 1:00PM 

7:00PM 

Delivery to Food Pantry 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  

Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 

 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  

with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 

Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 

For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  

how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 

 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  

please call 262.632.1686. 

 
Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 

pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 

 
Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 

fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 

 
Church Office 

office@firstpresracine.org 

 
Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 

peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 
 

Shelley Maurer—Digital Media Coordinator 

shelley@firstpresracine.org 

 

If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  

or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  

please speak to the pastor after worship. 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS John Brooke 
Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 

 

PRELUDE Alejandro Alumbreros 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
We are the church that lives into God’s future today. 

A church united across space and time. 
A church of many races, languages and ethnicities. 

A church that lives by the work of God in Christ that was, is now, and 

is still to come. 
The one who is seated on the throne says to us: 

“See, I am making all things new!” 

A new heaven and a new earth, where the home of God is among 

God’s people. 
God’s future is epic, and it’s good news. 

Remember God’s future, for this is our story! 

 

*OPENING HYMN “Lift Every Voice and Sing” [Bulletin, pp. 10-11] 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

God has promised to make of us a new creation,  

laying to rest the former things, making all things new. 

Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

O Lord our God, 

You call us to proclaim the gospel,  

but we remain silent in the presence of evil. 
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You call us to be reconciled to you and to one another,  

but we are content to live in separation. 

You call us to seek the good of all,  

but we fail to resist the powers of oppression. 

You call us to fight pretensions and injustice,  

but we sit idly by, endangering the lives of people far and near. 

 

Forgive us, O Lord. 

Recreate us by the power of your Spirit. 

Help us to see the new creation you have planned for us.  

Give us the courage and strength to begin to build it with you. 

 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Behold: 

there is a new heaven, 

   a new earth 

      and a new city, 

where the river of life flows, 

where the tree of life bears fruit in every season. 

Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 

The old life has gone, the new life has begun. 

Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  

let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  

with the peace and joy of Christ. 

Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Prayer Matters 

 

➢ Continued prayers for those who have lost loved ones.  May they  

know some peace and comfort. 

➢ Please pray for John Reitsma, our sexton—Tina, Bill Blandford, Peggy 

Taylor, Kay Mahl, Marilyn MacCaughey, Steve Bernstein, Jim Muir, 

Leah Fisher, Sandra Hopkins, Mary Ralston, Louise Shapley, Ellen    

Cardwell, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Don & Nancy Tobias, Mary Jane 

Johnston. 

➢ Comfort & healing for Chuck & Lynn—from the Lehmann family, 

Carleen—friend of Diane Lehmann, Lisa—daughter of Sharon     

Campbell, John—brother of Peggy Taylor, Linda—daughter of      

Louise Shapley.  And a special prayer request from Autumn for      

Clint, Kenneth & Rebecca. 

➢ Prayers for those in the service—Evan Humphreys, Chad Lawrence, 

Col. Jay Brooke, Jared Smith, Jordan Smith. 

 

GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 

*CLOSING HYMN “In Christ There is No East or West [Bulletin, p. 9] 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

*SUNG BLESSING  “Swing Low” Medley 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

*Please stand as you are able. 

[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 

[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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*ACT OF PRAISE  “I've Got Peace Like a River” [PH 368, v. 1] 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM “My Lord, What a Morning” by Glen Burleigh 

 Handbell Choir 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

SCRIPTURE 
Isaiah 25:6-10 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 

   a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines, 

   of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. 

And he will destroy on this mountain 

   the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

   the sheet that is spread over all nations; 

he will swallow up death for ever. 

Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

   and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

   for the Lord has spoken. 

It will be said on that day, 

   Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

   This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 

   let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

For the hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain. 

 

The Moabites shall be trodden down in their place 

   as straw is trodden down in a dung-pit. 
 

Revelation 21:1-7; 22:1-7 

The New Heaven and the New Earth 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 

the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw 

the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
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God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a 

loud voice from the throne saying, 

‘See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them; 

they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them; 

he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.’ 

 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all 

things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy 

and true.’ Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a 

gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit 

these things, and I will be their God and they will be my children. 

 

The River of Life 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crys-

tal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the mid-

dle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life 

with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the 

leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed 

will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb 

will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and 

his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; 

they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, 

and they will reign for ever and ever. 

 

And he said to me, ‘These words are trustworthy and true, for the Lord, 

the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his 

servants what must soon take place.’ 

 

‘See, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the 

prophecy of this book.’ 
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SERMON    “Destination Determines the Journey ” 

 Rev. Darren Utley 

 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION “This Little Light of Mine” 

 The Presbyterian Pickers— 

 Alejandro Alumbreros, Ken & Fumi Nakayama, 

 Mark Paffrath, Curt Vollman, Kathi Wilson,  

 plus vocals by Ruby Seater 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE “I Will Trust in the Lord” (unknown source) 

I will trust in the Lord… 

I’m gonna treat everybody right… 

I’m gonna stay on the battlefield… 

I’m gonna stay on bended knee… 

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY “Following the Drinking Gourd” 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. ~ Amen. 


