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Prayer Matters 

 

➢ Continued prayers for those who have lost loved ones.  May they know 

some peace and comfort. 

➢ Please pray for John Reitsma, our sexton—Tina, Bill Blandford, Peggy  

Taylor, Kay Mahl, Marilyn MacCaughey, Steve Bernstein, Jim Muir, Leah 

Fisher, Sandra Hopkins, Mary Ralston, Louise Shapley, Ellen Cardwell, 

Evelyn Vanderheyden, Don & Nancy Tobias, Mary Jane Johnston. 

➢ Comfort & healing for Chuck & Lynn—from the Lehmann family, 

Carleen—friend of Diane Lehmann, Lisa—daughter of Sharon Campbell, 

John—brother of Peggy Taylor, Linda—daughter of Louise Shapley.  And  

a special prayer request from  Autumn for Clint, Kenneth & Rebecca. 

➢ Prayers for those in the service—Evan Humphreys, Chad Lawrence,      

Col. Jay Brooke, Jared Smith, Jordan Smith. 

Events for the Week 

  

 Sun., Oct. 17
th

 8:45
AM

 Mission Initiative Apple Fundraiser (Ihrman Hall) 

  9:30
AM 

Sunday Worship Service 

  10:30
AM

 Deacons Huddle (Narthex) 

  10:30
AM

 Fellowship (Ihrman Hall) 

  10:45
AM

 Sunday School— 

        K-5 (2nd Floor) 

        6-12 (Fireside Room) 

  10:45
AM

 Talk It Over—18+ (Ihrman Hall) 

 

 Mon., Oct. 18
th

 7:30
AM 

Contemplative Prayer via Zoom 

  9:00
AM 

Staff Meeting via Zoom 

  5:45
PM

 RKYSO Rehearsal 

 

 Tues., Oct. 19
th

 6:30
PM 

Choral Arts Society Rehearsal 

 

 Wed., Oct. 20
th

 12:00
PM 

Bible Study via Zoom 

                      4:00
PM—

7:00
PM 

First Pres Food Pantry 

  5:30
PM 

P.L.A.Y. 

 

 Thurs. Oct. 21
st

 7:00
PM

 Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  

Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 

 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  

with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 

Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 

For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  

how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 

 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  

please call 262.632.1686. 

 

Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 

pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 

 

Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 

fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 

 

Church Office 

office@firstpresracine.org 

 

Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 

peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 

 

Shelley Maurer—Digital Media Coordinator 

shelley@firstpresracine.org 

 

If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  

or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  

please speak to the pastor after worship. 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Victoria Vollman 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 

 

PRELUDE “Sonate in D KV 144” by Mozart  

 Fumi Nakayama & String Trio 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

When we seek justice for the other, 

when we love kindness more than ever, 

we live as God asks us to live. 

When we walk humbly through life, 

when we offer mercy to those who hurt us, 

we are the blessing God hopes we will be. 

When we are willing to look foolish by following Jesus, 

when we choose weakness rather than power, 

we reflect the One who is in our midst. 

 

*OPENING HYMN “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian [PH 372] 

 Fumi Nakayama, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

We seek to be guides that bring others closer to God and to God’s  

desires for the them and the world. Let us confess the ways that we 

have failed to take the lead or led others astray.  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Merciful God,  

you made us in your image,  

with a mind to know you,  

a heart to love you,  

and a sill to serve you. 

But our knowledge is imperfect,  

our love inconsistent,  

our obedience incomplete. 
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Day by day, we fail to grow in your likeness,  

to lead others by the light of your glory. 

In your tender love,  

lead us back to you  

and guide us down paths of peace and justice. 
 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Wisdom cries out in the street and she never stops. As long as there  

is injustice, Wisdom will work, call and bring justice to her people.  

In Wisdom’s steadfast love, we are held and forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  

let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  

with the peace and joy of Christ. 

Peace and joy be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

*ACT OF PRAISE  “I've Got Peace Like a River [PH 368] 

 Fumi Nakayama, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

SCRIPTURE 

Isaiah 29:13-16 

The Lord said: 

Because these people draw near with their mouths 

   and honour me with their lips, 

   while their hearts are far from me, 

and their worship of me is a human commandment learned by rote; 

so I will again do 

   amazing things with this people, 

   shocking and amazing. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 100
TH

 BIRTHDAY OF DR. WILLIAM LITTLE— 

SPECIAL GUEST MUSICIANS 

Darlene Rivest, Violin 

Claudette Kolosowski, Violin 

Michele Venturella, Cello 

Sue Pehlivanian, Piano 

  

Music Notes 

PRELUDE—”Sonate in D KV 144 from Kirchensonaten,” Wolfgang 

Amadeus Mozart 

Upon his appointment as “Domkonzertmeister,” Mozart composes  

his Krichensonaten or Church Sonatas for services in the Salzburg  

Cathedral during the years 1772 - 1780. Used as interludes between 

the Epistle and the Gospel at high mass, they are succinct single 

movements,  since the Archbishop ordains that the whole mass last 

only three-quarters of an hour at most! Mozart himself refers to these 

pieces as “Sonata all’epistola.” 

 

OFFERTORY—“The Chrysanthemum” (1904), Scott Joplin 

Joplin writes the piano rag, The Chrysanthemum, in 1904, subtitling it 

“An Afro-American Intermezzo,” which some suggest is his attempt to 

associate ragtime with the intermezzo form of classical music.  Joplin 

frequently used the names of flowers and trees for his works. 

 

POSTLUDE—“Rockin’ in Rhythm’ (Cotton Club, 1931), Duke Ellington 

The jazz instrumental, Rockin’ in Rhythm, is co-written by Duke  

Ellington and his longest serving band member, saxophone and  

clarinetist, Harry Carney.  With its upbeat tempo, the song paves  

the way for the big band swing music that comes later in the decade. 

Of this song Ellington says, “It’s as close as an arrangement gets to 

sounding spontaneous.”  Ellington was among the very first African 

American musicians to explicitly celebrate his race and used the word, 

"Black," in many of his song titles rather than sticking to stereotypes.  

His band looked and acted like distinguished artists, portraying joyful 

pride and competence rather than comic relief. 
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The wisdom of their wise shall perish, 

   and the discernment of the discerning shall be hidden. 

Ha! You who hide a plan too deep for the LORD, 

   whose deeds are in the dark, 

   and who say, ‘Who sees us? Who knows us?’ 

You turn things upside down! 

   Shall the potter be regarded as the clay? 

Shall the thing made say of its maker, 

   ‘He did not make me’; 

or the thing formed say of the one who formed it, 

   ‘He has no understanding’? 

 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Christ the Power and Wisdom of God 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. For it is written, 

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

   and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 

debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 

God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 

our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand 

signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, 

a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to 

those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 

of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser 

than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human 

strength. 
 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you 

were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not 

many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the 

world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to 

shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the  

 



6 

 

 

 

world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so 

that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source 

of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, 

and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order 

that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’ 

 

SERMON    “Guide”  

 Rev. Darren Utley 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION "Let the Whole Creation Cry," Harm. - by J.S. Bach 

 String Trio, Fumi Nakayama, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE “Guide My Feet” [Bulletin, p. 9] 

 String Trio, Fumi Nakayama, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY "The Chrysanthemum" by Scott Joplin 

 String Trio, Fumi Nakayama, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen 
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GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 

*CLOSING HYMN “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” [Bulletin, p. 10] 

 String Trio, Fumi Nakayama, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 

  

BENEDICTION 

 

*SUNG BLESSING  "When Peace Like a River" [Bulletin, p. 11, v. 1] 

 Fumi Nakayama, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 

 

POSTLUDE "Rockin' in Rhythm" by Duke Ellington 

 String Trio, Sue Pehlivanian, Fumi Nakayama,  

 Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 

 

 

*Please stand as you are able. 

[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 

[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 

 


