
 

 

Sun., Jan. 8th 9:30AM 
10:40AM 

10:45AM 

Sunday Worship 
Fellowship 
NAMI Presentation:  Adult Mental Illness 

Mon., Jan. 9th 9:00AM 

5:45PM 
Staff Meeting via Zoom 
RKYS Rehearsal 

Tue., Jan. 10th 9:30AM 

6:30PM 
Food Pantry Delivery 
Deacons Meeting 

Wed., Jan. 11th 12:00PM 

4:00PM 

5:30PM 

Bible Study 
Food Pantry 
P.L.A.Y. (yoga) 

Thurs., Jan. 12th 1:00PM 
2:00PM 

Visitation and Service for Mary Soley
(Maresh-Meredith) 

Sun., Jan. 15th 9:30AM 
10:40AM 

10:45AM 

Sunday Worship 
Fellowship 
Movie Day! 

The memorial service for Mary Soley will be held at 
Maresh-Meredith Funeral Home on Thursday, January 
12th at 2:00PM,  with Rev. Jennifer Gleichauf officiating.  
Relatives and friends may meet prior to the service 
(1:00-2:00PM). 

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to First    
Presbyterian Church or to a charity of one’s choice. 

 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF RACINE 
Sunday, January 8, 2023 

 
“The Promise of Presence” 

 

Welcome 



 

 

Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 
Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  
please call 262.632.1686. 

 
Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 
pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 

 
Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 

fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 
 

Church Office 
office@firstpresracine.org 

 
Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 

peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 
 

Shelley Maurer—Digital Media Coordinator 
shelley@firstpresracine.org 

 
If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  

or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  
please speak to the pastor after worship. 

 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 

 

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY “I to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes” 
 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen 
 

GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 
 
*CLOSING HYMN "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" [GtG 475] 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE 

Heartfelt thoughts and prayers for the family and friends of Jordana 
Gastrow, and for all who have recently lost loved ones, so that they 
know some peace and comfort during this difficult time.   

Healing prayers for Bill Blandford, Kay Mahl, Linnea Brooke, Dave Perkins, Vic Schubert, Don 
Tobias, Louise Shapley, Sandra Hopkins,  Mary Ralston, Marilyn MacCaughey, Leah Fisher, Karin 
Roach, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Mary Jane Johnston.  
Please pray for the family of Marilyn Jones—the mother of a lifelong friend of Ken Schacht, 
Mary—sister of Carrie Massey, Nick—brother of Peggy Taylor, Tim & Jan—family members of  
Sheila Lawrence, Chuck & Lynn Lehmann, Shawna Lehmann (battling issues),  Amy Eastman 
Anderson, Allen—friend of Lisa Campbell, Lisa—daughter of Sharon Campbell, Linda—daughter 
of  Louise Shapley, Myndi—cousin of Amy Schaal, Kenneth,    Rebecca and Clint—friends of    
Autumn Eifert. 
Prayers for those in the service—Chad Lawrence (in Somalia), Col. Jay Brooke, Jared Smith,    
Jordan Smith, Nicholas Hansen, Evan Humphreys. 



 

 

SCRIPTURE 
Deuteronomy 27:1-4; 28:1-6 [Old Testament pg. 181] 
Matthew 3:13-17  [New Testament pg. 3] 

 
SERMON    “The Promise of Presence” 
 Rev. Darren Utley 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION “Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove” 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE "I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry" [GtG 488] 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe that the Spirit still descends, 
God still speaks and abides with us, 
The waters of baptism still seal us as beloved, 
And Jesus still calls us to dive deeper into the waters of faith. 
We believe in the promises of God, 
And the Spirit’s guidance into God’s purposes. 
 

In a broken and fearful world 
the Spirit gives us courage 
to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
With believers in every time and place, 
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Adapted from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA 

 

 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Sharon Campbell 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 
 
PRELUDE "March of the Three Kings" Provencal, 13th Century 
 Alejandro Alumbreros 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

In baptism God claims us  
and names us Beloved.  
In baptism Christ joins us  
to himself and to one another.  
In baptism the Spirit  
is poured out upon us.  
Remember your baptism and be thankful!  
Thanks be to God! 

 
*OPENING HYMN "God is Here" [GtG 409] 
 Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 
 
 

Today’s Service 

 

PASTOR — Rev. Darren Utley 
MUSICIANS — Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath, Pat Badger 

LITURGIST — Sharon Campbell 
GREETERS — Jim Muir, Vivian Clark 

USHERS — Larry Dickerson, Bill Anderson 
FELLOWSHIP — Sharon Campbell, Dave & Ginny Holle 

BULLETIN — Theresa Revis 
Graphics Design — Shelley Maurer 

MEDIA TECH — Steve Comeau 



 

 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

John had a memory of a story – a promise made good. The God of his ancestors had 
loved a people from oppression to liberation, from death to life, from dead end to  
promised land. John had come to the river Jordan, the threshold of the fulfillment of that 
promise, to remind people again of God’s presence and to call them again to commit 
themselves to working out God’s purpose in their lives. Here in this place of table, font 
and pulpit we are at the threshold of seeing God’s promises made real among us.  
Knowing God is here calling us from death to life, dead end to promised land; let us 
speak aloud all that holds us back from keeping faithful to God’s good news.   

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of profound promises 
We have found it hard to trust your word 
We cannot believe that we are beloved  
We have cowered in the face of the future you call us into 
We have forgotten the gift of your good creation 
Our imagination has failed to see the promised land ever before us. 
Draw us again into the waters of your grace and goodness 
Descend into the depths of our hearts 
Drive away our fear and forgetfulness 
Fill us with visions of the vocation you have for all your children 
Help us to hear you call our name, 
Call us beloved, 
And call us to follow. 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Friends, I have nothing but good news. 
Since the very first day, God has taken the pieces of our hearts  
that we have offered up and has said, “I can work with that.” 
Even in our failings, God has washed us with words of grace, belonging, and love. 
No matter how many times you have come to the threshold and turned back, 
you belong to God. 
God loves you. God forgives you. God claims you. 
End of story. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

 

 

 
PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  
let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  
with the peace and joy of Christ. 
Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
*ACT OF PRAISE  "God of Glory, Whose Goodness Shines on Me" [GtG 582] 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

 

World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen 
World without end, without end. Amen. 

As it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
God of the descending dove, 
the thundering voice of love, 
the waters of rebirth  
the burning bush, 
daily bread, 
abundant life, 
speak to us again of your love. 
Open our ears 
And our hearts to your promises. 
Allow your spirit to wash over us, 
Revealing your presence  
And reviving us to renewed  
Commitment to your plans for  
Your creation. 


