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Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 
Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,   
please call 262.632.1686 or email: shelley@firstpresracine.org 

 
Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 

pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 
 

Pastor—Rev. Darren Utley 
Liturgist—Evelyn Alumbreros 

Musicians—Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath, Pat Badger, Chancel Choir 
Bulletin & Graphics—Shelley Maurer 
Media Tech Specialist—Steve Comeau 

 
 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 

mailto:shelley@firstpresracine.org
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Welcome and Announcements Evelyn Alumbreros 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 
 
Prelude Prelude on ELLACOMBE | arr. Daniel Carter 
  Alejandro Alumbreros 
 
Call to Worship 

God of mystery, 
You called Ananias by name, and he responded,  
“Here I am.”  
You called Paul to the work of your Church, and he responded 
By giving his life to your Word.  
Similarly, you call us into community and faith, 
So we respond with love and time, energy and hope.  
We respond with worship.  
Let us worship the God of transformation and grace.  
Amen.   

 
*Opening Hymn Praise God for This Holy Ground 
  [GtG Hymn #405] 
  Mark Paffrath, Pat Badger, Alejandro Alumbreros 
 
Prayers of the People/The Lord’s Prayer [GtG p. 35] 
 
*Act of Praise Arise, Your Light Is Come! 
  [GtG Hymn #744, v. 1] 

Arise, your light is come! 
The Spirit’s call obey; 

Show forth the glory of your God 
Which shines on you today. 
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*Passing the Peace 

As Christ welcomed everyone, no matter what their background or social standing;  
as Christ welcomed enemies & friends, outcasts & leaders,  
foreigners & neighbors, let us open our hearts and homes and lives.  
Let us be like Christ to everyone we meet.  
Peace be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Choral Anthem Here I Am, Lord | D. L. Schutte, arr. J. Leavitt 
  Chancel Choir, directed by Alejandro Alumbreros 

 
Scripture Acts 9:1-20 
  [NT 127-128] 
 
Sermon The Conversion of Saul to Paul
  Rev. Darren Utley 

 

 
Music for Reflection Dreams of Reflection, No. 1 | James Michael Stevens 
 
*Song of Response Spirit of the Living God 
  [GtG Hymn #288] 
 
*Affirmation of Faith  

I believe in God, the Great Sewer— 
Who weaves us together in community,  
Collecting our loose ends and turning them into belonging. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit— 
Who hems us in before and behind,  
Catching us when we fall and writing us into God’s holy narrative. 

 

And I believe in Jesus Christ— 
Who loved and claimed the people society had thrown out,  
 refusing to disregard anyone as scrap. 

 

I believe God has woven part of God’s self into the fiber of our being,  
Making us inherently worthy of love and belonging. 
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I believe the fabric of my life is weak,  
That I am prone to error and need God’s handiwork to remind me of love. 

 

I believe in the Church, and that like a quilt of different fabrics, 
She is designed to be as diverse and beautiful as God’s creation. 

 

And I believe that when life unravels, 
God is there to stitch my wounds together,  
To hold me in the palm of God’s hand, to tell me of love,  
And to invite me into a new journey.  
Amen. 

 
Offering/Offertory Comptine d`un autre ete - l`apres-midi | Yann Tiersen 
 
*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

 
*Closing Hymn Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 
  [GtG Hymn #546] 
 
*Benediction 
 
*Sung Blessing God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me 
  [GtG Hymn #543, v. 5] 

Christ in the eyes of all who see me, 
Christ in the ears who hear my voice, 

Christ in the hearts of all who know me: 
O Christ, surround me; 
O Christ, surround me. 

 
Postlude Postlude | Julius André 
 
 
 

 
Prayer by Sarah Are  A Sanctified Art LLC  sanctifiedart.org  
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Restored | Lisle Gwyn Garrity 
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Sunday, September 14 th  

9:30AM—Sunday Worship  

10:40AM—Fellowship 

Monday, September 15 th  

9:00AM—Staff Meeting via Zoom  

Wednesday, September  17th  

4:00PM—Food Pantry 
7:00PM—Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, September 21 st 

9:30AM—Sunday Worship  

10:40AM—Fellowship 
 

 
Heartfelt thoughts & prayers for Ko Kryger & 
family for the recent passing of Myrna, and all 
who have recently experienced the loss of a 
friend or family member.  May they know 
peace and comfort during these difficult times. 

Prayers of comfort & healing for Ed Lehmann, 
Carter Nitz, Sandra Hopkins, Kay Mahl,  Peggy 
Taylor, Kathy Wortley, Ellen Easley, Mac & 
Marilyn MacCaughey, Mary Johnson, Barb 
Stevenson, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Louise 
Shapley, Leah Fisher. 

As they deal with physical, emotional and/    
or spiritual issues, please pray for the family 
of Ruby Seeton; Robyn—friend of Lisa     
Campbell; Autumn Eifert’s  paternal grand-
mother; Carol—sister of Ginny Holle; Bob—
friend  of Sharon Campbell; Dan & Joyce—
parents and Jeff—husband of Shelley Maurer; 
Richard —brother  of Steve Comeau; Elena & 
Ezequiel Romero—parents of Deb  Utley; 
Masako—mother of   Fumi Nakayama; John—
husband of Sandy Hawley; Mary Ann—mother 
of Cheryl Nitz; John—son of Mac & Marilyn  
MacCaughey; Laurel - niece of the Vollmans; 
Rudy—Nancy Lechner’s brother; the Moes’ 
family and Scott Mohn—friends of the 
Paffrath family;  Steve, Susan, Sandra, John, 
Liz and Gabby—friends & family of the Galles; 
Chuck Pehlivanian—Sue's husband; Nancy—
mother of Gloria  Zember; Meyer Schaal; Lin-
da—daughter of Louise Shapley; Tim—family 
member of Sheila Lawrence; and friends & 
family of the Lehmanns. 

Prayers for those in the service — Col. Jay 
Brooke, Evan Humphreys, Jared Smith,       
Jordan Smith, Nicholas Hansen. 

 

Thank you for your continued prayers  
for everyone.  They are powerful! 
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We will be collecting school supplies through Sunday, September 21st.  
Following is a generic list of items that the children from Julian Thomas: 
 
➢ 3-prong, 2-pocket folders (blue, yellow, red, green, etc.) 
 
➢ Wide-ruled spiral notebooks  (blue, yellow, red, green, etc.) 
 
➢ Supply boxes 
 
➢ Facial tissue 
 
➢ Disinfecting wipes (tubs) 
 
➢ Boxes of plastic storage bags (gallon, quart and sandwich size) 

 
If you would prefer to make a monetary donation, checks can be sent to 
the church.  Please denote School Supplies on the memo line.  Or, 
online payments can be made by visiting https://firstpresracine.org/
donate, then click on Secure Giving thru PayPal. 
 

As always, thank you for your continued support! 
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Save  the  dates  fo r  m o re  
Mus ic  &  Mo re !  

 
 

A Candlelight Concert  
The Choral Arts Society and Music & More Collaboration 

Saturday, December 6, 2025 at 7:00PM  
Tickets $20 (adult) - $10 (youth) purchase from CAS 

 
 
 

2026 Dates for Season 33  
 

Spring Sampler  
Saturday, May 9, 2026 at 7:00PM 

Early Bird Tickets are $15; $20 after May 2, 2026 

 
Noontime Concerts 

June 4, 2026 thru August 6, 2026 

Thursdays—Noon to 1:00PM 
Ten FREE Noontime Concerts 

 

Season Finale 
Friday, August 14, 2026 at 7:00PM 

Early Bird Tickets are $15; $20 after August 7, 2026 


