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UPDATE ON COVID PROTOCOLS FOR FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
For the safety of our congregation and the community we encourage every-
one to follow the latest CDC guidance when gathering at the church. 
 
The following are the current recommended protocols: 
 If you are not fully vaccinated and aged 2 or older, you should wear a mask 

in indoor public places. 
 If you are fully vaccinated, to maximize protection from the Delta variant 

and prevent possibly spreading it to others, wear a mask indoors in public   
if you are in an area of substantial or high transmission. (Racine County is 
currently a high transmission area) 

  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF RACINE 
Sunday, September 12, 2021—9:30AM 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 
Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  
please call 262.632.1686. 

 
Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 
pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 

 
Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 

fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 
 

Church Office 
office@firstpresracine.org 

 
Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 

peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 
 

Shelley Maurer—Digital Media Coordinator 
shelley@firstpresracine.org 

 
If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  

or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  
please speak to the pastor after worship. 
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➢ Thoughts, prayers and love for Ann Lucareli & family for the passing 
of Les and Mary & Steve Bernstein and family for the passing of 
Mary’s sister, Janet. And continued prayers for others who have lost 
loved ones. May they know some peace and comfort. 

➢ Please pray for Marilyn MacCaughey, Kay Mahl, Bill Blandford, Ste-
ve Bernstein, Jim Muir, Leah Fisher, Peggy Taylor, Sandra Hopkins, 
Mary Ralston, Louise Shapley, Ellen Cardwell, Evelyn Vanderheyden, 
Don & Nancy Tobias, Mary Jane Johnston. 

➢ Comfort & healing for Lisa—daughter of Sharon Campbell, John—
brother of Peggy Taylor, Linda—daughter of Louise Shapley.  And a 
special prayer request from Autumn for Clint, Kenneth & Rebecca. 

➢ Prayers for those in the service—Evan Humphreys, Chad Lawrence,    
Col. Jay Brooke, Jared Smith, Jordan Smith. 
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Our next Mission Initiative meeting 
will be held in the chapel next Sunday 
the 19th, at 8:30AM.  

We invite you to join in activities that 
support mission at First Presbyterian 
Church.   

All are welcome.  We need your ideas 
and your inspiration. 

Sunday, September 12th 
 9:30AM Rally Sunday Worship 
 10:30AM Deacons Huddle (Narthex) 
 10:30AM Fellowship (Ihrman Hall) 
 10:35AM Rally Sunday Meeting (Fireside Room) 
Monday, September 13th 
 9:00AM Staff Meeting via Zoom 
Tuesday, September 14th 
 6:30PM Deacons Meeting 
Wednesday, September 15th 
 4:00PM-7:00PM First Pres Food Pantry 
 5:30PM P.L.A.Y. 

On Tuesday, September 21st, First 
Presbyterian Church is providing the 
meal at the Community Meal served 
at the Hospitality Center of St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church.  Casseroles, bread 
and fruit are needed. 

I will put out a sign-up poster, or can 
call me if you have questions or want 
to help. Thank you! 

Deb Yale 262-498-8753 (cell), 262-
639-5004 (home) 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Ken Schacht 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 
 
PRELUDE “Moderato," by Ch. H. Rinck 
 Alejandro Alumbreros 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

“Who do you say that I am?” Jesus asked, 
And Peter answered, “The Messiah.” 
Let us worship the One who is our savior 
And follow in Christ’s path of love. 

 
OPENING HYMN “Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom” [Bulletin p. 7] 

 Mark Paffrath and Pat Badger 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Let us use our voices to declare those things we have  
said and done 

that have separated us from God, and from  
each other, 

that we may experience God’s mercy and receive  
God’s forgiveness. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

O Lord, you have called us to take up our cross and follow you: 
to carry the truth of your justice like a banner 
and bear the yoke of life as your servant. 
We are hesitant, 0 God, to serve anyone but ourselves. 
We draw away from the way of the cross,  
forgetting that, in you, it has become a source of glory. 
Forgive us, O God, and call us once more 
to set aside our selfishness and follow in 
your way. 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
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ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Psalm 36:7-9 
How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
They feast on the abundance of your house, 
And you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
For with you is the fountain of life; 
In your light we see light. 
Friends, in Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  
let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  
with the peace and joy of Christ. 
Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
ACT OF PRAISE  “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”  [Bulletin p. 8] 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 
SCRIPTURE 

Isaiah 50:4-9a Ken Schacht 
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 
sustain the weary with a word.  Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my 
ear to listen as those who are taught.  The Lord God has opened my ear, and I 
was not rebellious, I did not turn backwards.  I gave my back to those who 
struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;  I did not hide 
my face from insult and spitting.  The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not 
been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall 
not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near.  Who will contend with 
me? Let us stand up together.  Who are my adversaries?  Let them confront 
me.  It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?  All of them 
will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 
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Mark 8:27-38 Rev. Darren Utley 
Peter’s Declaration about Jesus 
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 
way he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ And they  
answered him, ‘John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one  
of the prophets.’ He asked them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter  
answered him, ‘You are the Messiah.’ And he sternly ordered them not  
to tell anyone about him. 
 
Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great  
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and 
be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Pe-
ter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and  
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 
 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to  
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross  
and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what 
will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what 
can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will al-
so be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’ 

 
 
SERMON    “Teachers” 
 Rev. Darren Utley 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION "I Love You, Lord," by Laurie Klein, arr/Carl Seal 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE “Thou I May Speak” [PH335] 
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OFFERING/OFFERTORY "Dear Lord and Father of Mankind,"  
 by Frederick C. Maker 
 
DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 
CLOSING HYMN Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak [PH426] 
  
BENEDICTION 
 
SUNG BLESSING  "When Peace Like a River" (It Is Well with My Soul) 
 [Bulletin p. 9, v. 1] 
 
 
POSTLUDE "Allegro" by Fr. Walczynsk 
 
 
 
 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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