
 

 

Prayer Matters 

 Heartfelt thoughts and prayers for all who have recently lost loved ones, so 
that they know some peace and comfort during this difficult time. 

 Healing prayers for Linnea Brooke, Vic Schubert, Sandra Hopkins, Karin Roach, 
Mary Soley,   Kay Mahl, Mary Ralston, Dave Perkins, Marilyn MacCaughey, Leah 
Fisher, Bill Blandford, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Mary Jane Johnston, Don Tobias, 
Louise Shapley.  

 Please pray Allen (brain surgery)—friend of Lisa Campbell, Lisa—daughter       
of Sharon Campbell, Linda—daughter of Louise Shapley, Myndi—cousin  of 
Amy Schaal, Tim & Jan, Lydia (broken leg) and Heidi Lawrence—from Sheila 
Lawrence, Clint, Kenneth & Rebecca—friends of Autumn Eifert, Melisa—friend 
of Shawna Lehmann, as her mother, Nancy, battles cancer. 

 Prayers for those in the service—Col. Jay Brooke, Jared Smith, Jordan Smith, 
Nicholas Hansen, Chad Lawrence, Evan Humphreys. 

Sun., Sept. 4th 9:30AM 

10:40AM 
Worship Service 
Fellowship (Ihrman Hall) 

Mon., Sept. 5th  Labor Day 

Tues., Sept. 6th 1:00PM Food Pantry Delivery 

Wed., Sept. 7th 4:00-7:00PM 

5:30PM 
Food Pantry 
P.L.A.Y. (yoga) 

Sat., Sept. 10th 7:00PM Zachary Scot Johnson  
Ten-Year Anniversary Concert 

Sun., Sept. 11th 9:30AM 

10:40AM 
Worship Service 
Fellowship (Ihrman Hall) 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

of Racine 
 

Sunday, September 4, 2022—9:30AM 

Welcome 



 

 

Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 
Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  
please call 262.632.1686. 

 
Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 
pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 

 
Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 

fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 
 

Church Office 
office@firstpresracine.org 

 
Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 

peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 
 

Shelley Maurer—Digital Media Coordinator 
shelley@firstpresracine.org 

 
If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  

or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  
please speak to the pastor after worship. 

 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 

 

 

 
GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 
*Closing Hymn “Earth and All Stars” [GtG 26] 
  
Benediction 
 
*Sung Blessing  [tune of Edelweiss] 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

Grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in every endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God’s face, 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God. 
Bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude "Postlude" by F. Schöpf 

Julian Thomas is requesting sweat pants & underwear for boys and leg-
gings & underwear for girls.  This will be for the younger children, age 4
-7, for when they have accidents and need something to wear for the 
rest of the school day.  Sizes should cover from 4/5, 6/7, and 8/10.  A 
box will be available in 
Ihrman Hall through the month of September. 

First Presbyterian Church will be providing the meal on Tues., 
Sept. 20. We will need donations of 10 casseroles, fresh fruit, 
and white bread. If you can help with prep at church or the site 
and serving at the site please sign up on the poster in Ihrmann 
Hall or call me at 262-498-8753. Thank you! 

Deb Yale 

There is a food delivery on Tuesday,  
September 6 at 1 pm. Any help would be  

appreciated! 



 

 

 
Then the word of the Lord came to me: Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this 
potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, 
O house of Israel. At one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will 
pluck up and break down and destroy it, but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, 
turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. 
And at another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and 
plant it, but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind 
about the good that I had intended to do to it. Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil 
against you and devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and 
amend your ways and your doings. 

 
Sermon    Rev. Fiona Nicolaisen 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Music for Reflection "Search Me O God" 
 
*Song of Response “Spirit of the Living God” [GtG 288] 
 
Offering/Offertory "We Give Thee But Thine Own"  
 
*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you, 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts, 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Please be assured that the communion bread will always be gluten-free. 
 
Sharing the Bread and the Cup "You Are Before Me Lord" 
 
 

 

 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
 
Welcome and Announcements Sharon Campbell 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 
 
Prelude "Andante" by L. Bottazzo 
 Alejandro Alumbreros 
 
*Call to Worship 

Come, weary one, 
for God is in this place.  
Come, restless one,  
for God is in this place.  
Come, hopeful one,  
for God is in this place.  
Come, curious one,  
for God is in this place.  
God is in me, and God is in you.  
So, in every place, 
in this place,  
God is here. 

 
*Opening Hymn “Here in This Place” [GtG 401] 
 Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 
 
 
 

Today’s Service 

Pastor — Rev. Fiona Nicolaisen 
Musicians — Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath, Pat Badger  

Liturgist — Sharon Campbell 
Greeters — Bev Eifert, Ginny Holle 

Ushers — John & Linnea Brooke, Jeff Leavell 
Fellowship — Dave & Ginny Holle, Sharon Campbell 

Bulletin — Theresa Revis 
Graphics Design — Shelley Maurer 

Media Tech — Steve Comeau 



 

 

Call to Confession  
O Lord, you have searched us and know us.   
Every cell of our bodies, every care of our hearts,  
every cry for deliverance is known to you.   
We confess to you what you already know.   
We call to you to recreate and renew us from the depths of your intimate love. 

 
Prayer of Confession  

God of perfect love, 
you continually bring forth life, 
transforming sadness to joy, 
and despair to hope. 
We are weak, but you are strong. 
Our ways are flawed, but your ways are true. 
We are seldom right, but you are never wrong. 
Forgive us, redeem us, transform us. 
Take away the sin that burdens us, 
and restore us to the people you would have us be, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

Relentlessly, God seeks us out. 
With abundant grace and boundless mercy, 
God seeks us out. 
This is good news! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
Passing the Peace 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church, let us greet one another,  
in whatever way we can, with the peace and joy of Christ.    
Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
*Act of Praise  “Jesus Loves Me!” [GtG 188] 

Jesus loves me, this I know, 
For the Bible tells me so. 

Little ones to him belong; 
They are weak, but he is strong. 

 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

 
 

 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 
Scripture 

Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18 [Old Testament, p. 577] 
The Inescapable God 
To the leader. Of David. A Psalm. 
O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
   you discern my thoughts from far away. 
You search out my path and my lying down, 
   and are acquainted with all my ways. 
Even before a word is on my tongue, 
   O Lord, you know it completely. 
You hem me in, behind and before, 
   and lay your hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
   it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
   you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
   Wonderful are your works; 
that I know very well. 
   My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, 
   intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
In your book were written 
   all the days that were formed for me, 
   when none of them as yet existed. 
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
   How vast is the sum of them! 
I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
   I come to the end—I am still with you. 
 
Jeremiah 18: 1-11 [Old Testament, p. 720]  
The Potter and the Clay 
The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: ‘Come, go down to the potter’s house, and 
there I will let you hear my words.’ So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was 
working at his wheel. The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and 
he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. 
 


