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Sunday, August 29th 
 9:30AM Back to School Worship—Kathy Rosen 
 10:30AM Deacons Huddle (Narthex) 
 10:30AM Fellowship (Ihrman Hall) 
Monday, August 30th 
 9:00AM Staff Meeting via Zoo 
Wednesday, September 1st 
 4:00PM-7:00PM First Pres Food Pantry 
 5:30pm P.L.A.Y. 
Sunday, September 5th 
 9:30AM Worship with Communion— 
  Carol Wickersham 
 10:30AM Deacons Huddle (Narthex) 
 10:30AM Fellowship (Ihrman Hall) 

Prayers Matter 
 

 Please pray for Kay Mahl, Steve Bernstein, John Reitsma, Jim Muir, Leah Fisher, Elie 
Hunt, Ellen  Easley, Nancy Ritter, Steve Simpson, Peggy Taylor, Sandra Hopkins,  
Bill Blandford, Mary Ralston, Les & Ann Lucareli, Mac & Marilyn MacCaughey, Don 
& Nancy Tobias, Louise Shapley, Ellen Cardwell, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Mary Jane 
Johnston. 

 Caring thoughts and prayers for all who have lost loved ones.  May they find peace 
and comfort. 

 Prayers of comfort & healing for Janet—sister of Mary Bernstein, Tim—husband of   
Theresa Revis, John—brother of Peggy Taylor, Linda—daughter of Louise Shapley, 
Mary—sister of Carrie  Massey, Charlie—niece of Carrie Massey & Kathi Wilson, 
Dawn and  Jason—family and friends of the Lehmann family, Gillian and Ben—
friends and  former pastors of First Presbyterian. And a special prayer request from 
Autumn for Clint, Kenneth and Rebecca. 

 Prayers for those in the service - Evan Humphrey, Chad Lawrence, Col. Jay Brooke,    
Jared Smith, Jordan Smith. 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 
Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  
please call 262.632.1686. 

 
Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 

pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 
 

Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 
fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 

 
Shelley Maurer—Church Secretary 

office@firstpresracine.org 
 

Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 
peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 

 
If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  

or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  
please speak to the pastor after worship. 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 
Welcome and Announcements LuAnn Hansen 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 
 
Prelude “Andante” by Ch. H. Rinck 
 Alejandro Alumbreros 
 
Call to Worship 

Calling all children of the Living God: the gospel is good news for every age and 
every stage.  

Let us worship together, the young and the old.  
The good news is proclaimed in God’s words, and also with crayons, silly songs, 

snacks, and rest time.  
Let us worship together, every generation.  
After months of learning behind screens or separated by dividers and physical 

space,  
Let us worship together, with our family of faith.  
We may still feel uncertain, seeing so many faces again, but we come together 

seeking God’s peace in this beautiful community.  
 Let us worship together, united in Christ.  

 
Opening Hymn “Christ Be Beside Me” [p. 9] 
 Mark Paffrath and Pat Badger 
 
Call to Confession 

As we begin a new school year in the shelter of God’s love, let us be truthful 
about our lives, about our living, and about our limits. Let us offer to God and 
each other that truth as we pray. 

 
Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Author of life and Source of all hope, Creator, Redeemer,  
Sanctifier: hear our prayer.   
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We know that the blank slate of a new year seems so promising - we haven’t 
done anything too awful, not yet. And we know that the blank slate of a 
new year is also an illusion; time continues, and our lives flow from one day 
to the next, from one year to the next.  In this time, we know we are some-
times remarkable and generous, bearing light to the shadows. We seek your 
presence with us in the darkness and the light, in our remarkable moments 
and our awful ones. We seek your presence, and bask in your love, through 
Christ. Amen. 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
 
Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: we are forgiven! We are set free to go out into the world 
     and be the loving, gracious, hopeful people of God! 
Alleluia! Amen. 

 
Passing the Peace 

May the peace of Christ dwell within you. 
Let us greet one another, in whatever way we can, 
with the peace and joy of Christ. Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Act of Praise  “I Love You, Lord” [p. 9] 
 
Blessing of the Backpacks 

Opening Prayer 
Gathering of the Children/Backpacks 
Blessing/Prayer 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 
Scripture 

James 1:17-27 
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due 
to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of 
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We pray for health and wholeness, fun and growth, surprise and amazement, 
for this school year ahead, knowing you will hold us all the way through. 
We thank you, God, and love you. Amen 
 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 
Closing Hymn  “We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom” [p. 10, v. 1, 2, 4] 
 
Benediction 

Children, families, and all who love them, 
     go out into the beautiful world that God has made! 
Go and play! 
Go and learn! 
Go and love others! 
May you be filled with lovingkindness for yourself and everyone around you. 
May the prayers of your faith community keep you safe, healthy, and full of joy. 
Amen. 

 
Postlude “We Will Go Out with Joy” [p.11] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.  You must 
understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, 
slow to anger; for your anger does not produce God's righteousness. Therefore 
rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome 
with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls.  

 

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves.  
For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look  
at themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going away,  
immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers 
who act-they will be blessed in their doing. 

 

If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their 
hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before 
God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to 
keep oneself unstained by the world.  

 
Sermon    “Christ Beside Me” 
 Kathy Rosen 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Music for Reflection “Seek Ye First” by K. Lafferty, arr/C. Seal 
 
Song of Response “We Give Thee but Thine Own” [PH428, v1, 2, 4, 5] 
 
Offering/Offertory "Be Still, My Soul / It Is Well with My Soul"  
 by J. Sibelius and P. P. Bliss, arr/D. Phillips  
 
Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
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Prayer of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Steady and comforting God, with you, every transition and new start is a re-
minder of your goodness, for you are always creating fresh, amazing things in us 
and through us. Though we are sad about summer’s ending, we are grateful for 
this school year. Especially this one. After all we’ve faced, overcome, and re-
leased with the past year of COVID-19, we come to this year changed, with new 
levels of gratitude, hope, and connection carved in us. We appreciate the oppor-
tunity to learn and grow, knowing it is one of the biggest privileges we have. 
And the gift of physically being with friends and teachers for school this year 
feels like a holy hug. With thanks and love, we now offer everything we are to 
you, asking for your blessing. We pray as and for students of all ages, abilities, 
and backgrounds. We pray for our hearts and all they hold—excitement and 
nervousness, disappointment and hope. We give you all our loves and fears. We 
pray for steady self-esteem and deepening resilience. 
Loving God, hold us and our prayers. 
 
We pray for our minds, that they will expand in wonder and celebration, learning 
not just from the books studied but the people beside us. Open our minds with a 
willingness to be changed in unexpected ways, and settle our thought loops in 
peaceful places.  
Loving God, hold us and our prayers. 
 
We pray for our hands, that they will reach out to help welcome and care. Bless 
our hands with patience and dedication as they grip pencils and type on key-
boards, swish paint brushes and clap in song, grip monkey bars and lunch box 
handles, spin wheelchair tires and basketballs. 
Loving God, hold us and our prayers. 
 
We pray for our mouths, that they will speak words bringing life and connection. 
Help us use our mouths to honor the dignity and belovedness of all. Remind us 
to open our mouths for deep belly breaths when we’re feeling anxious or afraid. 
Loving God, hold us and our prayers. 
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We pray for our feet, that they will move toward those different from us and 
help others in safe ways. Plant our feet next to those who feel alone, and bless 
our steps down hallways and sidewalks. We know you are with us wherever our 
feet go or stay. 
Loving God, hold us and our prayers. 
 
We pray for our eyes, that they may see ourselves and others with compassion. 
Point our eyes toward those who are forgotten or struggling. Grow us in flexibil-
ity to see from all kinds of angles. Bless what and how we see, whether we’re 
looking at a screen, a whiteboard, or the beauty of a person’s face. And help us 
see with the most important eyes—the eyes of the Spirit within us. 
Loving God, hold us and our prayers. 
 
We pray for our ears, that they will genuinely listen to all voices, especially 
those that haven’t been listened to much. When things get noisy, help us listen 
extra carefully for your voice. Help us hear with the most important ears—the 
ears of the Spirit within us. 
Loving God, hold us and our prayers. 
 
We say a special prayer for parents, as the start of a new school year is always 
another leap of faith. Wrap them with your reassuring love as they entrust their 
children and trust in you. When questions remain unanswered, and the realm of 
control is finite, bless them with peace and the promise you are right there with 
their child, whether heading to preschool or driving to college. 
Loving God, hold us and our prayers. 
 
We also pray now for teachers, staff, and administrators. Bless these faithful 
servants with courage and confidence, knowing you are in their classroom with 
a steady hand on their shoulder. Give them peace, patience, and balance in the 
pressures they face, and bravery to build structures and systems which justly 
serve all your children. Give them delight in the young ones before them, and 
recognition of the sweet ways children are also teachers. 
Loving God, hold us and our prayers. 
 


