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Blessing of the Backpacks will be held next Sunday 
the 29th  during worship.  Everyone heading back 
to school will be invited to come forward with their 
backpack (or school bag) for bless-
ing and a prayer for a positive 
school year. 

                              PRAYERS MATTER 
 

 Please pray for Les & Ann Lucareli, Mac & Marilyn MacCaughey, Don & Nancy  
Tobias, Steve Bernstein, John Reitsma, Jim Muir, Leah Fisher, Elie Hunt, Ellen    
Easley, Nancy Ritter, Steve & Pam Simpson, Peggy Taylor,  Sandra Hopkins,       
Bill Blandford, Mary Ralston, Louise Shapley, Kay Mahl, Ellen Cardwell, Evelyn 
Vanderheyden, Mary Jane Johnston. 

 With their recent passing—thoughts, prayers and love for the friends & family of 
Mary Lou Schuler and Marlene Wilson.  And continued prayers for others who 
have lost loved ones. May they know some peace and comfort. 

 Prayers of comfort & healing for Tim—husband of Theresa Revis, John—brother  
of Peggy  Taylor,  Linda—daughter of Louise Shapley, Mary—sister of Carrie   
Massey, Charlie—niece of Carrie Massey & Kathi Wilson, Dawn &   Jason—family 
and friends of the Lehmann family, Gillian and Ben—friends  and former pastors  
of First Presbyterian. 

 Prayers for those in the service - Evan Humphrey, Chad Lawrence, Col. Jay Brooke, 
Jared Smith, Jordan Smith. 

Today’s flowers are in honor of  
Mac MacCaughey’s birthday.   

Happy Birthday, Mac ! 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 
Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  
please call 262.632.1686. 

 
Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 
pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 

 
Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 

fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 
 

Shelley Maurer—Church Secretary 
office@firstpresracine.org 

 
Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 

peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 
 

If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  
or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  

please speak to the pastor after worship. 

11 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Sunday, August 22nd 
 9:30AM Worship 
 10:30AM Deacons Huddle (Narthex) 
 10:30AM Fellowship (Ihrman Hall) 
Monday, August 23rd 
 9:00AM Staff Meeting via Zoom 
Tuesday, August 24th 
 6:30PM Session Meeting 
Wednesday, August 25th 
 4:00PM-7:00PM First Pres Food Pantry 
 5:30PM P.L.A.Y. 
Thursday, August 26th 
 1:00PM Delivery for the Food Pantry 
Friday, August 27th 
 1:00PM Delivery for the Food Pantry 
Saturday, August 28th 
 9:30AM Visitation—Marlene Wilson 
 11:00AM Memorial Service 

On Wednesday, August 25th from 4:00  
to 7:00PM there will be a COVID vaccine 
clinic outside the atrium.  The vaccine is 
available to anyone who needs it. 
 

Please bring your photo ID. 

Pr. Darren will be on  
vacation beginning  
Sun., Aug. 29th thru  

Sat., Sept. 11th. 
 

In case of emergency, 
please call Shelley at 

262.914.8066. 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Jeff Leavell 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 
 
PRELUDE "Prelude" by J.A. Troppmann 
 Alejandro Alumbreros 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous; 
God’s ears are open to their cry. 
Let us worship the One who clothes us in strength 
And quenches our souls with mercy. 

 
OPENING HYMN “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” [PH 260] 

A mighty fortress is our God, 
A bulwark never failing; 

Our helper He, amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe 

Doth seek to work us woe; 
His craft and power are great, 
And armed with cruel hate, 
On earth is not his equal. 

 

Did we in our own strength confide, 
Our striving would be losing, 

Were not the right Man on our side, 
The Man of God's own choosing. 

Dost ask who that may be? 
 
 



4 

 

Christ Jesus, it is He; 
Lord Sabaoth His name, 

From age to age the same; 
And he must win the battle. 

 

And though this world, with devils filled, 
Should threaten to undo us, 

We will not fear, for God has willed 
His truth to triumph through us. 

The prince of darkness grim, 
We tremble not for him; 
His rage we can endure, 
For lo! his doom is sure; 

One little word shall fell him. 
 

That Word above all earthly powers 
No thanks to them abideth; 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
Through him who with us sideth. 

Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also; 

The body they may kill: 
God's truth abideth still; 
His kingdom is forever!  

 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

The Lord has gifted us in Christ with every spiritual blessing and called us to 
stand strong in the strength of his power. Let us confess the ways we still 
need God’s strength and mercy to stand firm in our faithfulness. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
O Lord, you are near to the brokenhearted, 
and you save the crushed in spirit. 
Be near to us in our brokenness, 
and love us into wholeness. 
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GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 
CLOSING HYMN  “Standing on the Promises” [p10] 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
SUNG BLESSING  "God Be with You Till We Meet Again" [PH 540, v2]  

God be with you till we meet again;  
Unseen wings protecting hide you,  

Daily manna still provide you: 
God be with you till we meet again. 

 
POSTLUDE "Maestoso", by K. Seege  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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Though high above all praise, 
Above all blessing high, 

Who would not fear God's holy Name, 
and laud and magnify? 

 

O for the living flame, 
From God's own altar brought, 

To touch our lips, our minds inspire, 
And wing to heav'n our thought! 

 

God is our strength and song, 
Now is salvation ours; 

Then be God's love in Christ proclaimed 
With all our ransomed pow'rs. 

 

Stand up and bless the Lord, 
The Lord your God adore; 

Stand up and bless God's glorious Name 
Henceforth for evermore. 

 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY "Infinite Light" Trad. English Folk Tune 
 
DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day  
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine  
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen 
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You are near to people who are hurting,  
but we keep our distance to avoid hard 
conversations and situations. 
You envision a world where all needs are met, 
but we hoard our possessions and cling to our power. 
 

Be near to us in our brokenness,  
and love us into wholeness. 
By your mercy, forgive our sins.  
By your grace, free us to try again. 
 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

The Lord is steadfast in love 
and hears the prayers of all who come seeking mercy. 
God reaches out to us in Jesus Christ 
forgiving our sins 
and nourishing us for life without limit.  
Friends, in Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  
let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  
with the peace and joy of Christ. 
Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
ACT OF PRAISE  Arise, Your Light Is Come PH 411, v4) 

 Mark Paffrath and Pat Badger 
Arise, your light has come! 

The mountains burst in song! 
Rise up like eagles on the wing, 

God’s power will make us strong. 
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CHORAL ANTHEM  “Hope of the World”  
 Handbell Choir 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Ephesians 1:17-19 
Gracious God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, grant us a  
spirit of wisdom and revelation as we come to know you, so that, with the 
eyes of our heart enlightened, we may know what is the hope to which 
you have called us, what are the riches of your glorious inheritance 
among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of your power 
for us who believe, according to the working of your great power. 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 
SCRIPTURE 

Psalm 34:15-22 Jeff Leavell 
The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
   and his ears are open to their cry. 
The face of the Lord is against evildoers, 
   to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 
When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears, 
   and rescues them from all their troubles. 
The Lord is near to the broken-hearted, 
   and saves the crushed in spirit. 
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
   but the Lord rescues them from them all. 
He keeps all their bones; 
   not one of them will be broken. 
Evil brings death to the wicked, 
   and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 
The Lord redeems the life of his servants; 
   none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 
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Ephesians 6:10-20  Rev. Darren Utley 
The Whole Armour of God 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the 
whole armour of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 
of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places. Therefore take up the whole armour of God, so that you may be 
able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand 
firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and 
put on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on 
whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of 
these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all 
the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
 

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication.  To that 
end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints.  
Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to 
make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

 
SERMON    “Stand” 
 Rev. Darren Utley 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION “Search Me O God” by Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE Stand Up and Bless the Lord [PH 491]  

Stand up and bless the Lord, 
Ye people of God's choice; 

Stand up and bless the Lord your God 
with heart, and soul, and voice. 

 
 
 


