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Prayer Matters 
 Heartfelt thoughts and prayers for the Seversen family, with the accidental 

deaths of Jen’s half-brother & nephew.  May they, and all who have recently lost 
loved ones, know some peace and comfort during this difficult time. 

 Healing prayers for Karin Roach, Mary Soley, Mary Ralston, Dave Perkins,      
Kay Mahl, Marilyn MacCaughey, Linda Schubert, Leah Fisher, Sandra Hopkins, 
Bill Blandford, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Mary Jane Johnston, Don Tobias, Louise 
Shapley.  

 Please pray Lisa—daughter of Sharon Campbell, Linda—daughter of Louise 
Shapley, Myndi—cousin  of Amy Schaal, Tim & Jan, Lydia (broken leg) and Hei-
di Lawrence—from Sheila Lawrence, Clint, Kenneth & Rebecca—friends of Au-
tumn Eifert, Melisa—friend of Shawna Lehmann, as her mother, Nancy, battles 
cancer. 

 Prayers for those in the service—Col. Jay Brooke, Jared Smith, Jordan Smith, 
Nicholas Hansen, Chad Lawrence, Evan Humphreys. 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 
Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  
please call 262.632.1686. 

 
Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 
pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 

 
Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 

fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 
 

Church Office 
office@firstpresracine.org 

 
Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 

peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 
 

Shelley Maurer—Digital Media Coordinator 
shelley@firstpresracine.org 

 
If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  

or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  
please speak to the pastor after worship. 

 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever. ~ Amen 

 
GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 
*CLOSING HYMN "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" [GtG 39] 
  
BENEDICTION 
 
*SUNG BLESSING  "God Be With You Till We Meet Again" [GtG 542, v. 4] 

God be with you till we meet again; 
Keep loves' banner floating o'er you, 

Smite death's threatening wave before you: 
God be with you till we meet again. 

 
POSTLUDE "Andante", by J.G. Sachs 

The MISSION COMMITTEE is sponsoring their annual School Supply Drive 
for our Partner School, Julian Thomas. 

Julian Thomas asking specifically for book bags, Number 2 pencils 
(they need a large supply of these!) and wide-ruled composition books.  
The teachers use these for many different projects during the year.  

There is a collection box in Ihrman Hall clearly marked for Julian Thomas Donations. 
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we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from 
your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my 
brother. 

 

Paul’s Plea for Onesimus 
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your 
duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this  
as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you 
for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 
Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to 
me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him 
with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprison-
ment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order 
that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this 
is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him 
back for ever, no longer as a slave but as more than a slave, a beloved brother—
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

 

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me.  
If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my  
account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing 
about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit 
from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience,  
I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 

 
SERMON    “Return” 
 Rev. Darren Utley 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION “As the Deer" 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE “Just As I Am" [GtG 442] 
 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY "Here O Lord Your Servants Gather" 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS John Brooke 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 
 
PRELUDE "Adagio" by C. A. Kern 
 Alejandro Alumbreros 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

With endless creativity, 
God forms and shapes our lives. 
Each of us bears the image of our maker. 
Each of us is made in love. 

 
*OPENING HYMN "Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers" [GtG 407] 
 Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

In penitence and in faith, 
let us confess our sin to the One 
who waits to pour out mercy upon us. 

 

Today’s Service 
 

Pastor — Rev. Darren Utley 
Musicians — Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath, Pat Badger , Ken Nakayama 

Liturgist — John Brooke 
Greeters — Mac & Marilyn MacCaughey 
Ushers — Steve Simpson, Ken Schacht 

Fellowship — Jerry & Nancy Ritter 
Bulletin — Theresa Revis 

Graphics Design — Shelley Maurer 
Media Tech — Steve Comeau 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Holy God, 
we confess that we fail to put our trust in you completely. 
Instead, we calculate our gains and losses, 
hoarding the things that do not lead to abundant life. 
Forgive us, 
and help us to treasure only you, 
that we may follow you faithfully 
and discover the blessings only you can give.  Amen. 
 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Beloved, your sins are forgiven.  
Therefore be at peace to follow the good road, 
for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous. 
Our Shepherd will lead us beside still waters,  
and we shall be like trees planted by living waters. 

 
PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  
let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  
with the peace and joy of Christ. 
Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
*ACT OF PRAISE  “Our God is an Awesome God” [GtG 616] 

Our God is an awesome God 
Who reigns from heaven above 
With wisdom, power and love; 
Our God is an awesome God! 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Prayer”  by David Guion 
 Ken  & Fumi Nakayama 
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PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE 
Psalm 103:1-8 [Old Testament, p. 554] 
Thanksgiving for God’s Goodness 
Of David. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
   and all that is within me, 
   bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
   and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
   who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
   who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
who satisfies you with good as long as you live 
   so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

 

The Lord works vindication 
   and justice for all who are oppressed. 
He made known his ways to Moses, 
   his acts to the people of Israel. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
Philemon 1:1-21  [New Testament, p. 215] 
Salutation 
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

 

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our 
fellow-soldier, and to the church in your house: 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Philemon’s Love and Faith 
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of 
your love for all the saints and your faith towards the Lord Jesus. I pray that the 
sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that  
 


