
12 

 

PRAYERS MATTER 
 
Please pray for Les & Ann Lucareli, Mac & Marilyn MacCaughey,  Don & Nancy Tobias, 
Steve Bernstein, John Reitsma, Jim Muir, Leah Fisher, Elie Hunt, Ellen Easley, Nancy Ritter, 
Steve & Pam Simpson, Peggy Taylor, Sandra Hopkins, Bill Blandford, Mary Ralston, Louise 
Shapley, Kay Mahl, Ellen Cardwell, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Mary Jane Johnston. 

With their recent passing—thoughts, prayers and love for the friends & family of Mary Lou 
Schuler and Marlene Wilson.  And continued prayers for others who have lost loved ones. 
May they know some peace and comfort. 

Prayers of comfort & healing for Tim—husband of Theresa Revis, John—brother of Peggy  
Taylor,  Linda—daughter of Louise Shapley, Mary—sister of Carrie Massey, Charlie—niece 
of Carrie Massey & Kathi Wilson, Dawn & Jason—family and friends of the Lehmann family, 
Gillian and Ben—friends and former pastors of First Presbyterian. 

Prayers for those in the service - Evan Humphrey, Chad Lawrence, Col. Jay Brooke, Jared 
Smith, Jordan Smith. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Sunday, August 15th 
 9:30AM Worship 
 10:30AM Deacons Huddle (narthex) 
 10:30AM Fellowship (Ihrman Hall) 
Monday, August 16th 
 9:00AM Staff Meeting via Zoom 
Wednesday, August 18th 
 4:00PM-7:00PM First Pres Food Pantry 
 5:30PM P.L.A.Y. 

  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF RACINE 
Sunday, August 15, 2021—9:30AM 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 
Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  
please call 262.632.1686. 

 
Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 

pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 
 

Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 
fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 

 
Shelley Maurer—Church Secretary 

office@firstpresracine.org 
 

Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 
peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 

 
If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  

or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  
please speak to the pastor after worship. 
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STOP AND TURN AROUND! 
Did You Turn Off All the Lights?! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As good stewards of the church,  
it is the responsibility of all of us to 
make sure that lights are off when  
we’re the last ones leaving a room  

and/or the building. 
 

We are also responsible for  
checking that the doors are shut,  

especially the fire doors. 
 

Thank you for being a good steward! 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION will be 
holding a Back to School  
Drive during the month of  
August. 
 
Please bring the items to 
church on Sunday mornings  
or during the week during  
office hours. 

 

 

 

School Supplies List  

 

➢ 24 pk Crayola Crayons 

➢ 24 pk Crayola Colored Pencils 

➢ Elmer’s Glue 

➢ #2 Pencils 

➢ 3 pk Scotch Tape 

➢ Watercolor Paints 

➢ Spiral Notebooks (wide-ruled) 

➢ Supply Box 

➢ Snacks 

Blessing of the Backpacks will be held on Sunday, August 29th  

during worship.  Everyone heading back to school will be invited 
to come forward with their backpack (or school bag) for blessing 
and a prayer for a positive school year. 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Pam Wahlen 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 
 
PRELUDE “Sostenuto” by H. Goethe 
 Alejandro Alumbreros 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

God is the source of wisdom, 
The fount of life eternal. 
Let us listen for the wisdom of God 
And worship the One whose words shape the world. 

 
OPENING HYMN “Open My Eyes, That I May See” [PH 324] 

 Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 
Open my eyes, that I may see 

Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 
Place in my hands the wonderful key 
That shall unclasp and set me free. 

 
Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, thy will to see; 
Open my eyes, illumine me,  

Spirit divine! 
 

Open my ears, that I may hear 
Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 

And while the wave notes fall on my ear, 
Everything false will disappear. 

 
Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, thy will to see; 
Open my ears, illumine me,  

Spirit divine! 
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Open my mouth, and let me bear 
Gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
Open my heart and let me prepare 
Love with thy children thus to share 

 
Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, thy will to see; 
Open my heart, illumine me,  

Spirit divine! 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

God has adopted us as children out of the great love with which we our loved by our 
Lord. Let us confess the ways we still live as unwise people in a world drenched with 
God’s glory. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O Lord, the voice of your wisdom rings out in the world, 
guiding us to place our trust in you, 
The voice of your wisdom rings out in the world, 
challenging us to seek the things that matter. 
Too often, O Lord, we refuse to listen. 
We place our trust in things that are fleeting. 
We seek the things that make us comfortable, 
rather than seeking the way of your peace. 
Forgive us, God of grace, and teach us to walk in the path lined by your wisdom. 
 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Those who are in Christ are a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; 
see, everything has become new!  
All this is from God 
with whom we have been reconciled through Christ. (2 Cor. 5:17-18) 
Thanks be to God! 
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BENEDICTION 
 
SUNG BLESSING  “We Will Go Out with Joy” 

We will go out with joy in the Spirit; 
We will go out with God. 

We will go out with joy in the Spirit, 
we will go out with God. 

Alleluia!  We will go out with joy. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
POSTLUDE “Andante” by A. Hesse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  
let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  
with the peace and joy of Christ. 
Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
ACT OF PRAISE  “O God in Whom All Life Begins” [GTG 308, v. 3] 

Through tears and laughter, grief and joy, 
Enlarge our trust and care; 
So bind us in community 
That we may risk and dare. 

Be with us when we gather here 
To worship, sing, and pray; 

Then send us forth in power and faith 
To live the words we say. 

 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM  “Sing All Ye Nations” by Elwood Coggin 
 Chancel Choir 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Ephesians 1:17-19  
Gracious God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, grant us a spirit of wisdom 
and revelation as we come to know you, so that, with the eyes of our heart enlight-
ened, we may know what is the hope to which you have called us, what are the riches 
of your glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable great-
ness of your power for us who believe, according to the working of your great power. 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 
SCRIPTURE 

Proverbs 9:1-6 Pam Wahlen 
Wisdom’s Feast 
Wisdom has built her house, 
   she has hewn her seven pillars. 
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She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine, 
   she has also set her table. 
She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls 
   from the highest places in the town, 
‘You that are simple, turn in here!’ 
   To those without sense she says, 
‘Come, eat of my bread 
   and drink of the wine I have mixed. 
Lay aside immaturity, and live, 
   and walk in the way of insight. 
 
Ephesians 5:14b-20 Rev. Darren Utley 
...for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
‘Sleeper, awake! 
   Rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.’ 
 
Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most of 
the time, because the days are evil. So do not be foolish, but understand what the will 
of the Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the 
Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing 
and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father at all 
times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
SERMON    “Wisdom and Joy” 
 Rev. Darren Utley 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION “Glorify Thy Name” by D. Adkins, arr/C. Seal 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE “Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom” [p. 9] 
 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY “Close to Thee” by S,J. Vail, arr/D. Phillips 
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DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever.  Amen. 

 
GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 
CLOSING HYMN “Trees of the Field” [Renew! 302] 

You shall go out with joy 
And be led forth with peace 
The mountains and the hills 
Will break forth before you 
There'll be shouts of joy 

And all the trees of the field 
Will clap, will clap their hands. 

 
And all the trees of the field 

Will clap their hands 
The trees of the field 
Will clap their hands 
The trees of the field 
Will clap their hands 

While you go out with joy. 
 
 
 
  


