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Prayer Matters 

 Heartfelt thoughts and prayers for the Seversen family, with the accidental 
deaths of Jen’s half-brother & nephew.  May they and all who have recently lost 
loved ones know some peace and comfort during this difficult time. 

 Healing prayers for Karin Roach, Mary Soley, Mary Ralston, Dave Perkins,      
Kay Mahl, Marilyn MacCaughey, Linda Schubert, Leah Fisher, Sandra Hopkins, 
Bill Blandford, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Mary Jane Johnston, Don Tobias, Louise 
Shapley.  

 Please pray Lisa—daughter of Sharon Campbell, Linda—daughter of Louise 
Shapley, Myndi—cousin  of Amy Schaal, Tim & Jan, Lydia (broken leg) and Heidi 
Lawrence—from Sheila Lawrence, Clint, Kenneth & Rebecca—friends of Autumn 
Eifert, Melisa—friend of Shawna Lehmann, as her mother, Nancy, battles cancer. 

 Prayers for those in the service—Col. Jay Brooke, Jared Smith, Jordan Smith, 
Nicholas Hansen, Chad Lawrence, Evan Humphreys. 
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Welcome! 

 

Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 

 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 

Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 

For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  
to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  
please call 262.632.1686. 

 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever. ~ Amen 

 
GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 
*CLOSING HYMN “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” [GtG 377] 
  
BENEDICTION 
 
*SUNG BLESSING “God Be With You Til We Meet Again” [GtG 542, vs. 3] 

God be with you till we meet again; 
When life's perils thick confound you, 

Put unfailing arms around you: 
God be with you till we meet again. 

 
POSTLUDE “Andante” by A. Hesse 

DOWNTON ABBEY MOVIE EVENT—TODAY! 
 

We will be streaming the newest (and final) release of the  
Downton Abbey Saga, “Downton Abbey: The New Era.” 

 

It will be after church in the parlor.  We will have cucumber sandwiches,  
tea, coffee (if you must), and scones, or something similar. 

The MISSION COMMITTEE is sponsoring their annual School Supply Drive 
for our Partner School, Julian Thomas. 

Julian Thomas asking specifically for book bags, Number 2 pencils 
(they need a large supply of these!) and wide-ruled composition books.  
The teachers use these for many different projects during the year.  

There is a collection box in Ihrman Hall clearly marked for Julian Thomas Donations. 
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Philemon 1:1-10 [New Testament p. 215] 
Salutation 
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

 

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus 
our fellow-soldier, and to the church in your house: 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Philemon’s Love and Faith 
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of 
your love for all the saints and your faith towards the Lord Jesus. I pray that the 
sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that 
we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from 
your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my 
brother. 

 

Paul’s Plea for Onesimus 
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your 
duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this 
as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you 
for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 

 
SERMON    “Runaway” 
 Rev. Darren Utley 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION “God Will Take Care Of You” by W. Stillman Martin 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE “The Church’s One Foundation” [GtG 321] 
 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY “Jesu, Our Joy, We Adore Thee” arranged by Jay Rouse 
 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Linnea Brooke 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 
 
PRELUDE “Adagio” by L. Bottazzo 
 Alejandro Alumbreros 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

With endless creativity, 
God forms and shapes our lives. 
Each of us bears the image of our maker. 
Each of us is made in love. 

 
*OPENING HYMN “The Church of Christ in Every Age” [GtG 320] 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Trusting in the power of God 
not only to fashion the world, 
but to mend and refashion our hearts, 
Let us say how it is with us. 

 

Today’s Service 

 

PASTOR — Rev. Darren Utley 
MUSICIANS — Alejandro Alumbreros, Nancy DeKraay, Ken Nakayama 

LITURGIST — Linnea Brooke 
GREETERS — Jerry & Nancy Ritter 

USHERS — Larry Dickerson, Sharon Campbell, Bill Anderson 
FELLOWSHIP — Jerry & Nancy Ritter 

BULLETIN — Theresa Revis 
GRAPHICS DESIGN — Shelley Maurer 

MEDIA TECH — Steve Comeau 



4 

 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, 
like children long indulged, 
we are quick to presume your pardon, 
We have forgotten the obligation that comes with adoption. 
We turn away from our brothers and sisters in need, 
sharing fragments that remain 
only after our cravings have been met. 
 
Merciful Maker, you created us for better use; remake us now. 
Where we are distorted 
re-center and reshape us, 
bring us low and raise us up. 
Then fire our hearts 
until we shine with your glory 
and find our place in your purpose. 
 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Hear the sound of love poured out: 
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; 
everything old has passed away; 
see, everything has become new sisters and brothers, 
in the name of the Christ I declare 
that your story is known, 
your sin is forgiven, 
your life is made new. 
Let us live as those reborn. 

 
PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  
let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  
with the peace and joy of Christ. 
Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 
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*ACT OF PRAISE  "Our God Is an Awesome God" [GtG 616] 

Our God is an awesome God 
Who reigns from heaven above 
With wisdom, power and love; 
Our God is an awesome God! 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Aria” by J.S. Bach 
 Nancy DeKraay 
  
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 
SCRIPTURE 

Psalm 82 [Old Testament p. 542] 
A Plea for Justice 
A Psalm of Asaph. 
God has taken his place in the divine council; 
   in the midst of the gods he holds judgement: 
‘How long will you judge unjustly 
   and show partiality to the wicked? 
          Selah 
Give justice to the weak and the orphan; 
   maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute. 
Rescue the weak and the needy; 
   deliver them from the hand of the wicked.’ 

 

They have neither knowledge nor understanding, 
   they walk around in darkness; 
   all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

 

I say, ‘You are gods, 
   children of the Most High, all of you; 
nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, 
   and fall like any prince.’ 

 

Rise up, O God, judge the earth; 
   for all the nations belong to you! 
 


