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PRAYERS MATTER 
 
Please pray for Les & Ann Lucareli, Mac & Marilyn MacCaughey,  
Don & Nancy Tobias, Steve Bernstein, John Reitsma, Jim Muir, Leah 
Fisher, Elie Hunt, Ellen Easley, Nancy Ritter, Steve & Pam Simpson, 
Peggy Taylor, Sandra Hopkins, Bill Blandford, Mary Ralston, Louise 
Shapley, Kay Mahl, Ellen Cardwell, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Mary Jane 
Johnston. 

With their recent passing—thoughts, prayers and love for the friends 
& family of Mary Lou Schuler and Marlene Wilson.  And continued 
prayers for others who have lost loved ones. May they know some 
peace and comfort. 

Prayers of comfort & healing for Tim—husband of Theresa Revis, 
John—brother of Peggy  Taylor,  Linda—daughter of Louise Shapley, 
Mary—sister of Carrie Massey, Charlie—niece of Carrie Massey & 
Kathi Wilson, Dawn & Jason—family and friends of the Lehmann fami-
ly, Gillian and Ben—friends and former pastors of First Presbyterian. 

Prayers for those in the service - Chad Lawrence, Col. Jay Brooke, 
Evan Humphrey, Jared Smith, Jordan Smith. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Sunday, August 8th 
 9:30AM Worship 
 10:30AM Deacons Huddle (narthex) 
 10:30AM Fellowship (Ihrman Hall) 
Monday, August 9th 
 9:00AM Staff Meeting via Zoom 
Tuesday, August 10th 
 6:30PM Deacons Meeting 
Wednesday, August 10th 
 4:00PM-7:00PM First Pres Food Pantry 
 5:30PM P.L.A.Y. 
 7:00PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF RACINE 
Sunday, August 8, 2021—9:30AM 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 
Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  
please call 262.632.1686. 

 
Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 

pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 
 

Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 
fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 

 
Shelley Maurer—Church Secretary 

office@firstpresracine.org 
 

Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 
peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 

 
If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  

or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  
please speak to the pastor after worship. 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION will be 
holding a Back to School  
Drive during the month of  
August. 
 
Please bring the items to 
church on Sunday mornings  
or during the week during  
office hours. 

 

 

 

School Supplies List  

 

➢ 24 pk Crayola Crayons 

➢ 24 pk Crayola Colored Pencils 

➢ Elmer’s Glue 

➢ #2 Pencils 

➢ 3 pk Scotch Tape 

➢ Watercolor Paints 

➢ Spiral Notebooks (wide-ruled) 

➢ Supply Box 

➢ Snacks 

Blessing of the Backpacks will be held on Sunday, August 29th  

during worship.  Everyone heading back to school will be invited 
to come forward with their backpack (or school bag) for blessing 
and a prayer for a positive school year. 
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STOP AND TURN AROUND! 
Did You Turn Off All the Lights?! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As good stewards of the church,  
it is the responsibility of all of us to 
make sure that lights are off when  
we’re the last ones leaving a room  

and/or the building. 
 

We are also responsible for  
checking that the doors are shut,  

especially the fire doors. 
 

Thank you for being a good steward! 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Ken Schacht 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 
 
PRELUDE “Andante Cantabile” by L. Bottazzo 
 Alejandro Alumbreros 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Lead a life worthy of your calling. 
We cannot do this alone, we dare not try this alone, 
so we gather as God's people. 
Lead a life filled with the gifts of your calling, 
gifts to be used with service and meekness. 
We come to build up Christ's Body, 
in humility and gentleness, with patience and love. 
Lead a life which reflects your calling, 
that life of peace grounded in the Spirit. 
We rejoice in our oneness in Christ; 
we would share the grace offered to us. 
Life a life worthy of the calling 
to which you have been called. 
We gather as God's family at the Table prepared for us, 
waiting to be fed by the Bread of life. 

 
OPENING HYMN “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” [PH 298] 

There's a wideness in God's mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There's a kindness in God’s justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth's sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven: 

There is no place where earth's failings 
Have such kindly judgement given. 
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For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of our mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God’s word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving, 

For the goodness of our Lord. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

God is rich in mercy and has blessed us with innumerable gifts for the building  
up of the body of Christ. Let us confess the ways that we have fallen short of our call-
ing to mature to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of unity and love, 
place within each of us 
a spirit of hope and community. 
Have mercy upon us 
when we speak without love 
or act without humility. 
Cleanse us with the living water of your grace. 
Create in us willing hearts 
to live in patience and gentleness. 
Raise us up to be your children, 
growing toward maturity 
in faith and love. 
 
Strengthen this church, 
that we may be a model 
of ministry and unity 
for all the world to see. 
In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 
 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
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God be with you till we meet again; 
Keep loves' banner floating o'er you, 

Smite death's threatening wave before you: 
God be with you till we meet again. 

  
BENEDICTION 
 
SUNG BLESSING  “Help Us Accept Each Other” 

Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, 
As in our daily life 

We struggle to be human 
And search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, 
For all - not just for some, 

To love them as we find them 
Or as they may become. 

 
POSTLUDE “Postlude” by W.H. Bodenschatz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit within us, God is able to accomplish abundantly 
far more than all we can ask or imagine. So, hear and believe the good news that in 
Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 
PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  
let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  
with the peace and joy of Christ. 
Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
ACT OF PRAISE  “O God in Whom All Life Begins” [GTG 308, v. 2] 

 Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 
Unite in mutual ministry 

Our minds and hands and hearts 
That we may have the grace to seek 

The power Your peace imparts. 
So let our varied gifts combine 

To glorify Your Name 
That in all things by word and deed 

We may Your love proclaim. 
 
INTERLUDE  “As the Deer Runs to the River” 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 
SCRIPTURE 

Psalm 34:1-8 Ken Schacht 
Praise for Deliverance from Trouble 
Of David, when he feigned madness before Abimelech, so that he drove him out,  
   and he went away. 
I will bless the Lord at all times; 
   his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

 

My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 
   let the humble hear and be glad. 
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O magnify the Lord with me, 
   and let us exalt his name together. 

 

I sought the Lord, and he answered me, 
   and delivered me from all my fears. 
Look to him, and be radiant; 
   so your faces shall never be ashamed. 
This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord, 
   and was saved from every trouble. 
The angel of the Lord encamps 
   around those who fear him, and delivers them. 
O taste and see that the Lord is good; 
   happy are those who take refuge in him. 
 
Ephesians 4:11-16, 17, 20-24 Rev. Darren Utley 
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some  
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of 
Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every 
wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming.   
But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the 
head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knitted together by every 
ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the 
body’s growth in building itself up in love. 

 

The Old Life and the New 
Now this I affirm and insist on in the Lord: you must no longer live as the Gentiles live, 
in the futility of their minds. That is not the way you learned Christ! For surely you 
have heard about him and were taught in him, as truth is in Jesus. You were taught to 
put away your former way of life, your old self, corrupt and deluded by its lusts, and to 
be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to clothe yourselves with the new self, 
created according to the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 

 
SERMON    “Growing in Love” 
 Rev. Darren Utley 
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RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION “Calon Lan” 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace” [p. 9] 
 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY “Lean on Me” 
 
DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 
CLOSING HYMN “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” [PH 540] 

God be with you till we meet again;  
Loving counsels guide, uphold you,  
With a Shepherd's care enfold you: 
God be with you till we meet again. 

 

God be with you till we meet again;  
Unseen wings protecting hide you,  

Daily manna still provide you: 
God be with you till we meet again. 

 

God be with you till we meet again; 
When life's perils thick confound you, 

Put unfailing arms around you: 
God be with you till we meet again. 

 


