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Prayer Matters 

Heartfelt thoughts and prayers for Dani, Mari and their entire family with the 

passing of John Reitsma; for Bev and Autumn Eifert, with the unexpected death of 

Kris—Bev’s daughter and Autumn’s mother.  May they all know some peace and 

comfort during this difficult time. 

Healing prayers for Mary Soley, Mary Ralston, Carrie Massey, Dave Perkins, Kay 

Mahl, Marilyn MacCaughey, Linda Schubert, Leah Fisher, Sandra Hopkins, Bill 

Blandford, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Mary Jane Johnston, Don Tobias, Louise    

Shapley.  

Please pray Tim & Jan, Lydia (broken leg) and Heidi Lawrence—from Sheila     

Lawrence, Clint, Kenneth & Rebecca—friends of Autumn Eifert, Melisa—friend of 

Shawna Lehmann, as her mother, Nancy, battles cancer, Myndi—cousin  of Amy 

Schaal, Linda—daughter of Louise Shapley, Mary—sister of Carrie Massey: Lisa—

daughter of Sharon Campbell. 

Prayers for those in the service—Col. Jay Brooke, Jared Smith, Jordan Smith,   

Nicholas Hansen, Chad Lawrence, Evan Humphreys. 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  

Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 

 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  

with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 

Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 

For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  

how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 

 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  

please call 262.632.1686. 

 

*Please stand as you are able. 

[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 

[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 

*CLOSING HYMN "We Know that Christ is Raised" [GtG 485, v. 1-3] 

  

BENEDICTION 

 

*SUNG BLESSING  "We Know that Christ is Raised" [GtG485, v. 4] 

A new creation comes  

To life and grows 

As Christ's new body takes  

On flesh and blood. 

The universe, restored and whole, will sing:  

Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE “Forever” by Chris Tomlin,  

 arranged by Bill Wolaver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOWNTON ABBEY MOVIE EVENT 

We will be streaming the event August 14, 2022.  We will watch the 

newest (and final) release of the Downton Abbey Saga. It will be after 

church in the parlor (probably).  We will have cucumber sandwiches,  

tea and (coffee if you must) and scones, or something similar. If you 

have outfits and wish to dress in period, FEEL FREE TO DO SO! 
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and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and  

authority. In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by  

putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; when you were  

buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the 

power of God, who raised him from the dead. And when you were dead in  

trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together  

with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the record that stood 

against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. He  

disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them,  

triumphing over them in it. 

 

SERMON “Ruler” 

 Rev. Darren Utley 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION "Be Thou My Vision" Traditional Irish Music 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE "Seek Ye First" [GtG 175] 

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY "With a Little Help from my Friends"

 by John Lennon and Paul McCartney 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Kathi Wilson 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 

 

PRELUDE “Fairest Lord Jesus” (in the setting of  Bach's Prelude n.1 in C),  

 arranged by Gail Smith 

 Alejandro Alumbreros 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Let us hear what the Lord our God speaks: 

God speaks peace to God’s people, to the faithful, 

to those who turn to God in their hearts. 

Seeking peace, in word, in song, and in prayer, 

let us worship God. 

 

*OPENING HYMN "A Mighty Fortress" [GtG 275] 

 Alejandro Alumbreros 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Let us turn to the most Holy One and confess our sin, 

confident in God’s faithful and steadfast love for us. 

 

Today’s Service 

 

Pastor — Rev. Darren Utley 

Musicians — Alejandro Alumbreros, Elizabeth Steffensen 

Liturgist — Kathi Wilson 

Greeters — Jerry & Nancy Ritter 

Ushers — Dennis & Nancy Reeser, LuAnn Hansen 

Fellowship — Dave & Ginny Holle, Sharon Campbell 

Bulletin — Theresa Revis 

Graphics Design — Shelley Maurer 

Media Tech — Steve Comeau 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Gracious God, 

We humbly confess that we have fallen short of who you call us to be. 

We seek peace and comfort in our lives, 

ignoring the needs of those around us. 

We live our lives in ways 

that bring chaos and calamity to our neighbors. 

Cleanse us from sin 

and show us your steadfast love, 

so that in turning to you, 

we may seek unity and peace for all of creation. 

 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Beloved, God has forgiven all of your trespasses. 

You are alive together with God. 

Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  

let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  

with the peace and joy of Christ. 

Peace and joy be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

*ACT OF PRAISE  "Come Great God of All the Ages" [GtG 309, v. 3] 

Come, great Spirit, in and with us, 

Tune our ears to hear Your call; 

Through the moving of Your presence, 

Let redeeming love recall 

Ministry in dedication, 

Love embodied in our deeds; 

Challenge us to do Your bidding, 

See Your purpose, fill all needs. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC      "Deep River" Traditional Spiritual Arr. by Moses Hogan 

 Elizabeth Steffensen 
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PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

SCRIPTURE 

Psalm 138  

Thanksgiving and Praise 

Of David. 

I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; 

   before the gods I sing your praise; 

I bow down towards your holy temple 

   and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness; 

   for you have exalted your name and your word 

   above everything. 

On the day I called, you answered me, 

   you increased my strength of soul. 

 

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, 

   for they have heard the words of your mouth. 

They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, 

   for great is the glory of the Lord. 

For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly; 

   but the haughty he perceives from far away. 

 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 

   you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; 

you stretch out your hand, 

   and your right hand delivers me. 

The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me; 

   your steadfast love, O Lord, endures for ever. 

   Do not forsake the work of your hands  
 

Colossians 2:6-15 

Fullness of Life in Christ 

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in 

him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were 

taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 

 

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit,  

according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, 

and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 

 


