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*OFFERING PRAYER 

 All: Blessed are you, God of all creation; 

  through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 

  Accept and use our offerings 

  for the service and joy of your blessed realm. ~ Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom  

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day  

our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine  

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen. 

 

 

GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 

*CLOSING HYMN “Lord, When I Came into This Life” [522] 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 One: May the God of peace 

  make you holy in every way 

  and keep your whole being -- 

  spirit, soul, and body -- 

  free from every fault 

  at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 All: Amen. 

 One: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

*SUNG BLESSING “Glory and Gratitude” 

Glory and gratitude and praise 

Now let earth to heaven raise. 

Glory and gratitude and praise 

these we offer to God. 

 

*POSTLUDE  “Piece for Organ in F” by Eugene Gigoute 

 

 

During today’s service: 

*Please stand as you are able. 

Bold type indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 

Bold italic type indicates songs to be sung by the congregation. 

  

 

“To go in the dark with a light is to know the light. 

To know the dark, go dark. Go without sight, 

and find that the dark, too, blooms and sings, 

and is traveled by dark feet and dark wings.” 

 

– Wendell Berry 

  from “To Know the Dark” 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Debbie Yale 

Welcome! Whoever you are, wherever you come from and whatever you have 

done or failed to do, welcome to this place where we celebrate the love of God 

and are inspired by the hospitality of Jesus Christ.  May you find God’s love, 

peace and grace as we worship together. 

 

(Please use this time to sign and pass the blue attendance pads.  If our visitors  

would share their email and/or address, it would be greatly appreciated.)  

 

As we listen to the beauty of the music in this sacred place of 

sanctuary, let us silently prepare ourselves for worship. 

 

PRELUDE   "Preludio" by C. Adolfo Bossi 

   Alejandro Alumbreros 

 

 One: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 One: We gather here in your presence, God, 

 All: in our need and bringing with us the needs of the world. 

 One: We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus, 

 All: and you know by experience what human life is like. 

 One: We come with our faith and with our doubts; 

 All: we come with our hopes and with our fears. 

 One: We come as we are, because you invite us to be here; 

 All: and you have promised never to turn us away. 

 

*OPENING HYMN “O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright“ [474] 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 All: God of life, we know of no one who has died from facing the truth, 

  however difficult. But we know many, including ourselves, who have 

  made themselves sick from the stress of avoiding the truth.  

  Loving Christ, give us the courage to face all the truth you would  

  reveal to us that we may turn again and again from fear to love  

  and from death to life. ~ Amen 

 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
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*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 One: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. 

  I declare in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 All: May the God of mercy, who forgives us all our sins, 

  strengthen us in all goodness, 

  and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us in eternal life. ~ Amen   

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

 One: Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church, 

  let us greet one another with the peace and joy of Christ. 

  Peace and joy be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE “Spirit of the Living God” [322] 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 

 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 

HANDBELL CHOIR “The Holy Presence” 

   arr/Janet Linker and Jane McFadden 

 

SCRIPTURE  I Kings 19:1-13 [O.T. p. 326] 

   Acts 9:1-9 [N.T. p. 127] 

 

SERMON   “The Darkness of Disorientation” 

   Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 

 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE “Give to the Winds Thy Fears ” [286] 

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY “Amelia’s Waltz” by Bob McQuillen 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
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Please pray for Jerry Grenier, Louise Shapley, Bill & Lissy Blandford, Peggy 

Taylor, Annette Anderson, Mary Jane Johnston, Peggy Wagner, Shawna  

Lehmann, Darrell Sutton, Ed Hunt, Nancy Tobias, Larry & Ellen Cardwell, 

Nancy Ritter, David & Cathy Perkins. 

 

Prayers for Betty—grandmother of Jenny & Jessica Smith and Karen—mother 

of Jenny & Jessica, Anita—mother of Georgia Herrera, Christi—friend of  

Music & More, Sandy—friend of Kathi Wilson, Shawn—friend of Denise Park, 

Gillian and Ben —friends & former pastors of First Presbyterian, Lucille—

mother of Diane Lehmann, Mary—sister of Carrie Massey, Autumn—

granddaughter of Bev Eifert. 

 

As they go through difficult times, we ask for continued prayers for all who 

have lost loved ones.  Additionally, please keep Dennis Stevenson in your 

prayers, as he deals with the health issues of his mother and his wife. 

 

Special prayers for our military—Jared Smith, Jordan Smith, Mary Workman, 

Lt. Col. Jay Brooke, Kyle Sondergaard, Chad Lawrence. 

 

And healing prayers for all those individuals going through rough times—

emotionally, physically or spiritually. 

 

Thank you to all the volunteers 

who helped make the Cuban 

Sandwich Lunch, this past Sunday, 

such a success.  Because of your 

efforts, we raised over $700 for 

Family Service of Racine! 

Today’s flowers  

in Ihrman Hall 

are in memory of  

Diane Lehmann’s father  

and in celebration of  

Ed Lehmann’s birthday. 

 

Happy Birthday, Ed! 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  

Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 

 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  

with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 

9:30
AM

—Worship 

Fellowship to follow in Ihrman Hall 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Racine 
Bridge Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 

pastormark@firstpresracine.org 

 

Our ushers are located at each door and would be happy to assist 

you in any of your needs today—including directing you to Ihrman  

Hall after today’s worship or helping you find the washroom. 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO EXPLORE BECOMING A MEMBER OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN,  

OR HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE MANY MINISTRIES HERE, 

PLEASE SPEAK WITH THE PASTOR AFTER WORSHIP. 

 

For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you to 

visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch, 

how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 

 

If you are interested in receiving our weekly Evotional, along with  

news about what’s going on in the church, call 262.632.1686 

or email the office at:  office@firstpresracine.org 
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Sun., Mar. 17 9:30
AM 

10:45
AM 

Worship 

“The Last Week” —  

Adult Class (Chapel) 

Children’s Class (Rm. 203) 

Mon.,  Mar. 18 5:30
PM

 to 8:30
PM 

Racine Kiwanis Youth Symphony 

Tue.,  Mar. 19 10:30
AM 

2:00
PM

 and 4:20
PM

 

Staff Meeting 

Community Meal Prep & Serve 

Wed.,  Mar. 20 12:00
PM 

5:00
PM

 to 7:00
PM 

7:00
PM

 

Brown Bag Bible Study 

Food Pantry 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

Thu.,  Mar. 21 2:00
PM

 to 4:00
PM 

5:30
PM

 to 7:00
PM

 

 

6:15
PM

 to 10:15
PM 

7:00
PM 

Food Pantry 

“The Last Week” — Adult Class  

and Supper (Ihrman Hall) 

CAS Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Fri., Mar. 22 
 

 

Sat., Mar. 23 12:30
PM

 to 3:30
PM 

 

5:15
PM

 to 10:00
PM 

Holy Cow Meeting with Session 

(Chapel) 

CAS Concert (Sanctuary) 

March 17, 2019 
Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 

LITURGIST: Debbie Yale 

GREETERS:  Vivian Clark, Jim Muir 

USHERS:  Dennis & Nancy Reeser, Julia Reeser, Pam Wortley 

PERK-N-POUR:  Bev Eifert and Elaine Jacobson 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR WORSHIP AT 9:30
AM  

SUNDAY, MARCH 24
TH

 

WED., MARCH 20
TH

 

Third Wednesday Team 
 

THURS., MARCH 21
ST

 

Third Thursday Team 

WHAT’S NEEDED? 
 

We are in need of cereal, peanut  

butter, hearty soups and pasta meals. 

 

Please—no dry pasta or tomato 

sauce, as we’re swimming in that! 

Pun intended. 
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DRIVETIME DEVOTIONALS— 

We have audio devotionals available during this 

season of Lent. 

 

Our members have recorded music and readings 

from the Psalms for each of the weeks of Lent.  

We hope this will be a helpful way for all of us to 

deepen our faith during Lent. 

 

To listen to this week’s audio devotional, please 

visit our website:  FirstPresRacine.org.  Click on 

the photo of the car, which will take you to our 

DriveTime Devotionals. 

 

You will see this week’s audio devotional listed 

first.  Press       to listen. 

First Presbyterian will be hosting the Community 

Meal this Tuesday, March 19th.  If you can help—

prep will be at the church by 2:00 p.m.  Or, to help 

serve the meal, meet at 4:20PM at the site—1032 

Grand Avenue (the old St. Rose school cafeteria) 

and current Head Start building. 

 

Questions? Call Debbie Yale at 262.498.8753 (cell). 


