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Sun., Mar. 12th 9:30AM 
10:40AM 

10:45AM 

Worship—3rd Sunday of Lent 
Fellowship 
Christian Formation Bible Study 

Mon., Mar. 13th 9:00AM 

5:45PM 
Staff Meeting via Zoom
RKYS Rehearsal 

Tue., Mar. 14th 6:30PM 

6:30PM 
Deacons Meeting 
CAS Rehearsal 

Wed., Mar. 15th 10:00AM 

12:00PM 

4:00PM 

7:00PM 

Intercessory Prayer 
Bible Study 
Food Pantry 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Fri., Mar. 17th 1:00pm Visitation & Funeral for Dr. Little 

Sun., Mar. 19th 9:30AM 
10:40AM 

10:45AM 

Worship—4th Sunday of Lent 
Fellowship 
Christian Formation Bible Study 

Heartfelt thoughts and prayers for the family and friends of Dr. Bill Little, who passed away earlier 
this week.  He was a blessing to us and the entire Racine community.  And prayers for all who 
have recently lost loved ones; so that they know some peace and comfort during this difficult 
time. 

Prayers of comfort and healing for Bill Blandford, Marilyn MacCaughey, Don Tobias, Linnea 
Brooke, Dave Perkins, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Mary Jane Johnston, Louise Shapley, Kay Mahl,   
Sandra Hopkins, Mary Ralston, Leah Fisher, Vic Schubert. 

Please pray for Andy—brother-in-law of Peggy Taylor, Kathy—friend of Shelley Maurer, Tim & 
Jan—family members of  Sheila Lawrence, Chuck & Lynn Lehmann, Shawna Lehmann (battling 
issues), Amy Eastman Anderson,  Allen—friend of Lisa Campbell, Linda—daughter of  Louise  
Shapley, Myndi—cousin of Amy Schaal, Kenneth, Rebecca and Clint—friends of Autumn Eifert. 

Prayers for those in the service—Chad Lawrence (in Somalia), Col. Jay Brooke, Jared Smith, Jordan 
Smith, Nicholas Hansen, Evan Humphreys. 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 

 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 

Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 

For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  
to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  

how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  
Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 

 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  
please call 262.632.1686. 

 

Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 
pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 

 

Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 
fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 

 

Church Office 
office@firstpresracine.org 

 

Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 
peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 

 

Shelley Maurer—Digital Media Coordinator 
shelley@firstpresracine.org 

 
If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  

or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  
please speak to the pastor after worship. 

 
 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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First Presbyterian Church will be providing the March 21 Community 
Meal at North Pointe Methodist Church. We will need casseroles, bags 
of fresh fruit, and white bread. We meet at 2:00 at First Pres. for prep 
and leave for the meal site around 3:00. Serving begins at 4:30. Sign-up 
poster will be in Ihrman Hall. 

Questions? Call Deb Yale 262-498-8753. Thank You! 

Dr. William J. Little, Jr.  
October 19, 1921 - February 28, 2023 

 
The memorial service for Dr. William Little will be held  

at First Presbyterian Church on Friday, March 17th - 3:00PM.    
Family and friends may meet prior to the service  

(1:00-3:00PM).  A reception will be held in Ihrman Hall  
immediately following the service.  

In lieu of flowers, consider donations to  
Health Care Network or First Presbyterian Church,  

or the charity of your choice. 

Snack items—crackers, cookies,  
Pretzels 

Hearty soups, chili, stew 
Canned or instant potatoes 

64oz. Fruit juices (NO grapefruit) 
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Exodus 17:1-7 

 

| Hannah Garrity 

 

It is in the wilderness that we question 
God. Is God among us?  Is God here? 
Are you there, God?  It’s me, calling 
out to you.  In this text, God proves her 
presence by telling Moses to strike 
water from a rock with the same  
staff he used to strike the Nile.  As  
the leaders of Israel see the water, 
they see the love of a parent, of God’s 
love for her children. 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
 
Welcome and Announcements Ken Schacht 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 
 
Poem Mark Paffrath 
 
Prelude "Larghetto" by J.G Töpfer 
 Alejandro Alumbreros 
 
*Call to Worship 

Jesus met the blind man at the city gate. 
Jesus met the crowds at the edge of the sea. 
Jesus met the leper in his pain. 
And Jesus met the Samaritan woman in her isolation. 
So with confidence we declare— 
Jesus meets us here. 
For we too are the blind and the broken, the hurting and the bleeding. 
Jesus meets our scars, our fears, our prayers, and our dreams. 
So you are welcome here. 
All are welcome here. 
Let us worship Holy God. 

Today’s Service 

Pastor — Rev. Darren Utley 
Liturgist — Ken Schacht 

Poetry Reading — Mark Paffrath 
Musicians — Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath, Pat Badger,  

The Well-Intentioned Repenters with guest bassist - Gordy Smith 
Liturgist — Ken Schacht 

Greeters — Jim Muir, Vivian Clark 
Ushers — Larry Dickerson, Sharon Campbell, Bill Anderson 

Fellowship — John & Linnea Brooke, Bev Eifert 
Bulletin — Theresa Revis 

Graphics Design — Shelley Maurer 
Media Tech — Steve Comeau 
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*Opening Hymn "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" [GtG 475] 
 Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 
 
Call to Confession 

In the wilderness, we are confronted with challenges to the faith we find familiar, 
the life we recall as the good old days, and a discomfort with what the future might 
hold. The unsettling of the wilderness is meant to help the walls around our hearts 
and lives to crumble as we dive deeper into our relationship with the God who loves 
without borders. Let us seek to plumb the depths of our very selves to confess the 
ways we avoid the confrontations in the wilderness with the God who desires to 
draw from the reservoirs of our lives a love for neighbor and stranger. 

 
Prayer of Confession 

Gracious God, 
When it comes to our faith, we know we could learn from the Samaritan woman 
who ran through the streets singing your name. 
So forgive us for the times when we remain silent about what our 
faith means to us. 
Forgive us for the times when we choose comfort over bravery. 
And forgive us for the times we shut people out, missing opportunities 
to run into you. 
Teach us to be brave like the Samaritan woman, and saturate our thirst 
for that which leaves us thirsty. 
With hope and gratitude we confess. 
With hope and gratitude we pray, amen. 
 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness John 4:13-14  

In all the places in our lives where we feel the thirst of wandering in the wilderness.  
Our very souls are parched by loss, pain, injustice, and dread. Jesus offers living  
water saying,  “Everyone who drinks this water will get thirsty again and again.  
Anyone who drinks the water I give will never thirst—not ever. The water I give  
will be an artesian spring within, gushing fountains of endless life.” 
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Palm Sunday Worship Service—April 2nd at 9:30AM 
Come hear our amazing chancel choir as we celebrate the beginning of Holy Week with 
songs of praise and the waving of palms. 
 
Holy Week Stations of the Cross Gallery Exhibit and Silent Reflection in the Sanctuary  
Throughout Holy Week ,the Chapel Art Gallery will be open for the viewing of the  
Stations of the Cross exhibit from 11:30AM to 1:30PM.   

April 8th—Maundy Thursday - tbd 

April 7th—Good Friday, we will also open the sanctuary for silent meditation from 12:00 
to 3:00PM.  

Bbe sure to get your tickets for the Racine Symphony production of Haydn’s meditative 
masterpiece The Seven Last Words of Christ in the First Presbyterian sanctuary  - Good 
Friday at 7:30PM.  
 
Easter Sunday Service—April 9th at 9:30AM 
We will celebrate the resurrection with a brass quartet, composed of Jamie Breiwick, 
Erwin Lackner, Chuck Barnes, and Pat Badger, will add festive sounds to the service.  
And, along with our wonderful chancel choir and musicians, Lynda Schlitz will be adding 
her beautiful voice to a special piece of music. 

 
NEEDED:  

Teachers for Fall 
 

As we begin planning the fall schedule and activities, please consider teaching our 
young people. If we get enough teachers, we can arrange a schedule of teaching 
on a once a month type schedule. What type of activities would the adults like on 
Sunday mornings after worship? We are looking at several types of Bible Studies, 
Book discussions, and community interests. Please let LuAnn Hansen know if you 
can teach or what adult discussions you would like to see. 
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Share a Meal Together for Lent
On March 22nd, we will gather in Ihrman Hall for a meal together  
followed by a brief program using some of the poems, videos and art 
from A Sanctified Art, to explore the wilderness theme together. 
 
Wednesday, March 29th, our meal together will be followed by a brief 
Taize service in the sanctuary.

Stations of the Cross Gallery Exhibit—March 21st, 23rd, 27th and 30th  
Beginning on the 21st of March, First Presbyterian Church will have the Chapel Art 
 Gallery open from 11:30AM to 1:30PM for a meditative walk through the Stations of  
the Cross. Stations of the Cross have been a part of Christian devotional practice for 
centuries allowing people to meditate on the final days of Jesus’ life from the Garden 
of Gethsemane to his death on the cross.  Come to the College Ave. entrance and 
someone will show you to the exhibit.  (Please do not park in numbered or reserved 
spaces in the parking lots.  These are rental spaces.) 
 
Taizé Service—March 29th at 6:30PM 
Join us as we prepare our hearts for Holy Week.  Experience the awe-inspiring beauty 
of this contemplative candlelight service as we share song and silence together.  
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*Act of Praise  "Lord Have Mercy" [GtG 551] 
Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Passing the Peace 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  
let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  
with the peace and joy of Christ. 
Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Special Music "The Whole Night Sky" 
 The Well-Intentioned Repenters 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
Prayer of Illumination 

We call on the Spirit of Jesus, 
who entered into deep discussion 
with even those society said he should shun. 
Enter into dialogue with our hearts 
through the words the scriptures 
allow us to draw from the well 
of your mercy and wisdom 
so that we may leave this place  
as witnesses to the grace and truth 
revealed in the life and love of Jesus. 

 
Scripture 

Exodus 17:1-7 [Old Testament pg. 64] 
John 4:5-42 [New Testament pg. 94] 
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Sermon    “In the Wilderness: Where Is God?” 
 Rev. Darren Utley 
 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Music for Reflection "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" by John Wyeth 
 
*Song of Response "My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less" [GtG 353] 
 
*Affirmation of Faith Psalm 23, trans. Robert Alter 

The LORD is my shepherd, 
     I shall not want. 
In grass meadows He makes me lie down, 
     by quiet waters guides me. 
My life He brings back. 
     He leads me on pathways of justice 
          for His name's sake. 
Though I walk in the vale of death's shadow, 
     I fear no harm, 
          for You are with me. 
Your rod and Your staff— 
     it is they that console me. 
You set out a table before me 
     in the face of my foes. 
You moisten my head with oil, 
     my cup overflows. 
Let but goodness and kindness pursue me 
     all the days of my life. 
And I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
     for many long days. 
 

Offering/Offertory "In Christ Alone" by K. Getty and S. Townsend 
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*Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
 
Prayer of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and  
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever. ~ Amen 

 
GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 
*Closing Hymn "Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah" [GtG 65] 
  
Benediction 
 
*Sung Blessing  "Fill My Cup" [GtG 699, vs. 1] 

Fill my cup, let it overflow; 
Fill my cup, let it overflow; 
Fill my cup, let it overflow; 
Let it overflow with love. 

 

Lord, let me be Your instrument, 
Spreading sunshine in the land; 

Let people see Your works in me; 
Help me live the best I can. 

 
Postlude "Moderato" by Ch. H. Rinck 
 


