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Sun., Mar. 5th 9:30AM 
10:40AM 

11:00AM 

Worship—2nd Sunday of Lent 
Fellowship 
Chili Cook-off—Dining Room (LL) 

Mon., Mar. 6th 9:00AM 

5:45PM 
Staff Meeting via Zoom
RKYS Rehearsal 

Tue., Mar. 7th 10:00AM 

6:30PM 
Delivery for Food Pantry 
CAS Rehearsal 

Wed., Mar. 8th 12:00PM 

4:00PM 
Bible Study 
Food Pantry 

Sun., Mar. 12th 9:30AM 
10:40AM 

Worship—3rd Sunday of Lent 
Fellowship 

Heartfelt thoughts and prayers for the family and friends of Dr. Bill Little, who passed away 
earlier this week.  He was a blessing to us and the entire Racine community.  And prayers for 
all who have recently lost loved ones; so that they know some peace and comfort during 
this difficult time. 

Prayers of comfort and healing for Bill Blandford, Marilyn MacCaughey, Don Tobias, Linnea 
Brooke, Dave Perkins, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Mary Jane Johnston, Louise Shapley, Kay Mahl, 
Sandra Hopkins, Mary Ralston, Leah Fisher, Vic Schubert. 

Please pray for Andy—brother-in-law of Peggy Taylor, Jodi—cousin of Shelley Maurer, Tim & 
Jan—family members of  Sheila Lawrence, Chuck & Lynn Lehmann, Shawna Lehmann 
(battling issues), Amy Eastman Anderson,  Allen—friend of Lisa Campbell, Linda—daughter 
of  Louise Shapley, Myndi—cousin of Amy Schaal, Kenneth. 

Prayers for those in the service—Chad Lawrence (in Somalia), Col. Jay Brooke, Jared Smith, 
Jordan Smith, Nicholas Hansen, Evan Humphreys. 

  

 

Poetry prayer by Sarah Are 

First Presbyterian Church of Racine 
—
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 
Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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Benediction 
 
*Sung Blessing  "Give Us Light" [GtG #467, vs. 1, 4 & 5]  

 
Give us light, give us light, 

Give us light, O Lord. 

 

Save us now, save us now, 
Save us now, O Lord. 

 

Give us grace, give us grace, 
Give us grace, O Lord. 

 
Postlude 

—

TODAY, March 5th  11:00AM-12:30PM  
in the Church Dining Room (LL) 

  

The Mission Initiatives committee will be hosting their annual Chili Cook-off fundraiser to 
benefit both Julian Thomas School and our Cuba Mission. 

Church members and guests are all encouraged to attend.  After sampling the entries, plan 
to enjoy a bowl in person or grab a to-go container…or both! 

Please come, donate, and dine with us to support a great cause. 

First Presbyterian Church will be providing the March 21 Community 
Meal at North Pointe Methodist Church. We will need casseroles, 
bags of fresh fruit, and white bread. We meet at 2:00 at First Pres. 
for prep and leave for the meal site around 3:00. Serving begins at 
4:30. Sign-up poster will be in Ihrman Hall. 

Questions? Call Deb Yale 262-498-8753. THANK YOU! 
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You are true to your name, and you lead me 
    along the right paths. 
I may walk through valleys as dark as death, 
    but I won't be afraid. 
You are with me, and your shepherd's rod 
    makes me feel safe. 
You treat me to a feast, while my enemies watch. 
You honor me as your guest, and you fill my cup 
    until it overflows. 
Your kindness and love will always be with me 
    each day of my life, 
and I will live forever in your house, LORD.  
 

Offering/Offertory "Nobody Knows the Trouble I've Seen" 
 Nancy DeKraay 
 
*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you, 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts, 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Sharing the Bread and the Cup "I to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes" 
 

Please be assured that the communion bread will always be gluten-free. 
 

GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 
 
*Closing Hymn "This Is My Song" [GtG 340] 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
 
Welcome and Announcements Victoria Vollman 
 
Poem Shelley Maurer 
 
Prelude "Grüß Gott, du schöner Maien" 
 The Presbyterian Winds 
 
*Call to Worship 

All are welcome here— 
The young and old, those who have visions and those who dream dreams. 
All are welcome here— 
The sinner and saint, those who seek forgiveness and those who long for peace. 
All are welcome here— 
The hurt and the doubting, those who know the wilderness and those who feel lost. 
All are welcome here; for you are loved by God, and this is God’s house. 
Let us worship God. Amen. 

 
*Opening Hymn "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" [GtG 39] 
 Fumi Nakayama, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger  

Today’s Service 

Pastor — Rev. Darren Utley 
Musicians — Mark Paffrath, Pat Badger, Fumi Nakayama,  

Nancy DeKraay, The Presbyterian Winds 
Liturgist — Victoria Vollman 

Poem Reader—Shelley Maurer 
Greeters — Bev Eifert, Ginny Holle 

Ushers — John & Linnea Brooke, Jeff Leavell 
Fellowship — Royce & Barb Earnest 

Bulletin — Theresa Revis 
Graphics Design — Shelley Maurer 

Media Tech — Steve Comeau 
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Call to Confession 
Nicodemus comes to Jesus in the dead of the night. He hopes that the darkness will 
hide his confusion – his doubt mixed with curiosity. Perhaps he knows he will be  
challenged to something like a rebirth. Like us he approaches Jesus unsure he is ready 
to die to his certainty and security, in order to be born anew into all that has come to 
light in Jesus, the Word made flesh. Let us come in the full light of God’s grace and 
truth to confess all that keeps us from walking as reborn children of the light. 

 
Prayer of Confession 

God, we give you our hearts.  
They are brimming with doubt and are saturated with fear, but we give them to you 
anyway, for you promise to love us as we are. You promise to walk with us to the 
ends of the earth, so in this moment, we promise to tell the truth. 
God, you ask us to be brave and bold, but we cower in fear. 
You ask us to love our neighbors as ourselves, but we hold tight to privilege  
and the status quo. 
And you ask us to risk it all to follow you, but we are content with  
the injustices at hand. 
Forgive us for our sin and lift our eyes to you. Lift our eyes to the hills.  
Gratefully we pray, amen. 

 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness John 3:16-17 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the 
world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
Let us walk in the light of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

*Act of Praise  "Lord Have Mercy" [GtG 551] 
Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Passing the Peace 
Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  
let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  
with the peace and joy of Christ. 
Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

Prayer of Illumination 
Sometimes it feels like we are groping through the darkness, 
making our way toward someone to teach us, 
someone to bring new life. 
Jesus, you say, “the Spirit blows where it will.” 
We pray that the Spirit will move among us, 
Bringing your truth to light, 
through the words of scripture. 
May your grace and truth be born anew in us today. 

 
Scripture 

Psalm 121 [Old Testament pg. 571] 
John 3:1-17 [New Testament pg. 93] 

 
Sermon    “In the Wilderness: How Do We Change?” 
 Rev. Darren Utley 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Music for Reflection "Breathe on Me, Breath of God"  
 
*Song of Response "Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table!" [GtG 506] 
 
Affirmation of Faith Psalm 23, Contemporary English Version 

You, LORD, are my shepherd. 
    I will never be in need. 
You let me rest in fields of green grass. 
You lead me to streams of peaceful water, 
     and you refresh my life. 


