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Invitation to the Table 

The Table at First Presbyterian is open to all.  Friends from other traditions are welcome to 

share in the Lord’s Supper because Christ is our host.  Children who are being nurtured in  

the faith are also welcome.  We invite all to share in this meal in order to be renewed and  

assured of God’s love and grace. 

 

Sharing the Bread and the Cup 

As directed by the ushers, please come forward, take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup and  

partake.  The station next to the piano is gluten-free.  Servers are available to bring  

Communion to those who wish to remain in their seats. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION "Break Thou The Bread of Life"  

   by Alexander Groves, Mary A  Lathbury, William Fiske Sherwin 

 

 All: Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this Sacrament, united us 

  with Christ, and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in your eternal 

  realm. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise 

  and glory. ~ Amen. 
  

GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 

*CLOSING HYMN “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise“ v v. 3 & 4 [263] 

 

*BENEDICTION 
  

*SUNG BLESSING Glory and Gratitude 

Glory and gratitude and praise 

Now let earth to heaven raise. 

Glory and gratitude and praise 

these we offer to God. 

 

*POSTLUDE  “Voluntary in D Major” by Samuel Jackson 

   Alejandro Alumbreros 
 

During today’s service: 
*Please stand as you are able. 

Bold type indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
Bold italic type indicates songs to be sung by the congregation. 

You’re invited to join us this  

Wednesday, March 6th at 6:30PM  

for our Ash Wednesday Service! 

  

 

Martha knows the dinner will not cook itself. 

Mary feels the moment swiftly passing. 

 

Martha knows each thing has its place. 

Mary notices how each thing changes with the light. 

 

Martha knows a word from him would change things. 

Mary turns the words like honeyed almonds in her mouth. 

 

Martha knows the kitchen turned temple, 

The pot of stew a thurible, filling every empty space. 

 

Mary listens with a thirst that frightens her 

For something that makes no sound. 

   -Emily Rose Proctor 

First Presbyterian Church 
March 3, 2019 

9:30am 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Kristin Holmberg-Wright 

Welcome!  Whoever you are, wherever you come from and whatever you have done or failed 

to do, welcome to this place where we celebrate the love of God and are inspired by the  

hospitality of Jesus Christ.  May you find God’s love, peace and grace as we worship together. 
 

(Please use this time to sign and pass the blue attendance pads.) 

 

As we listen to the beauty of the music in this sacred place of 

Sanctuary, let us silently prepare ourselves for worship. 
 

PRELUDE   “Voluntary in G Major” by Samuel Jackson 

   Alejandro Alumbreros 

 

 One: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP Kristin Holmberg-Wright 

 One: God calls us by name to draw each of us here. 

  We come with questions, hopes, troubles, aches, and lists of things to get done. 

  God knows us and reaches to touch and ease our burdens and worries. 

 All: God whispers our name and we come close,  

  opening like a flower before the sun. 

 

*OPENING HYMN “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise“ v v. 1 & 2 [263] 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Kristin Holmberg-Wright 

 All: God of beauty, kindness, and gentleness, we love the splendid sunsets,  

  the mountain vistas, the babbling brooks, and the music that soothes or  

  inspires. And you know we need those moments of inspiration and peace  

  like a people too long under cloudy skies need the sun. 

  But we would stay where it is peaceful and pleasant, and what then?  

  You call us to love and love goes where it is needed most. Like light into  

  the darkness so you send us to be love to the broken, the lonely, the angry, 

  the resentful, the hardest to love.  

  Comfort us, gentle Christ, but do not let us sit too long. 

 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON Kristin Holmberg-Wright 

 One: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. 

  I declare in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 All: May the God of mercy, who forgives us all our sins, 

  strengthen us in all goodness, 

  and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us in eternal life. ~ Amen 
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*SONG OF PRAISE [356, v1] 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount!  I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love. 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR “How Excellent Is Thy Name” by Haydn Morgan 

 

SCRIPTURE Exodus 24:12-18 [O.T. p. 70] 

   Matthew 17:1-8 [N.T. p. 18] 

 

SERMON  “When Tomorrow Is Today”

   Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

 One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE “O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair” [75] 

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY “"Offertoire" by Léon Boëllmann 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 One: Yours, O God, are grandeur and power, 

  majesty, splendor, and glory  
 All: All in the heavens and on the earth is yours, 

  and of your own we give you. ~ Amen. 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 One: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

 All: We lift them to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  

Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  

with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 

9:30AM—Worship and Communion 

Fellowship to follow in Ihrman Hall 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Racine 
Bridge Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 
pastormark@firstpresracine.org 

 

Our ushers are located at each door and would be happy to assist 

you in any of your needs today—including directing you to Ihrman  

Hall after today’s worship or helping you find the washroom. 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO EXPLORE BECOMING A MEMBER OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN,  

OR HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE MANY MINISTRIES HERE, 

PLEASE SPEAK WITH THE PASTOR AFTER WORSHIP. 
 

For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you to 

visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch, 

how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 

If you are interested in receiving our weekly Evotional, along with  

news about what’s going on in the church, call 262.632.1686 

or email the office at:  office@firstpresracine.org 
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 Sun., Mar. 3 9:30AM Worship and Communion 

Mon.,  Mar. 4 5:30PM to 8:30PM Racine Kiwanis Youth Symphony (Chapel, 

Parlor and Ihrman Hall) 

Tue.,  Mar. 5 10:30AM Staff Meeting 

Wed.,  Mar. 6 7:45AMto 8:45AM 

12:00PM 

5:00PM to 7:00PM 

6:30PM 

7:00PM 

Ashes to Go! 

Brown Bag Bible Study (Ihrman Hall) 

Food Pantry 

Ash Wednesday Service 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

Thu.,  Mar. 7 2:00PM to 4:00PM 

5:30PM to 7:00PM 

Food Pantry 

“The Last Week” 

Fri., Mar. 8   

   

March 3, 2019 
 

Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 
LITURGIST: Kristin Holmberg-Wright 

GREETERS:  Karin Roach, Ken Nakayama 
USHERS:  Larry Dickerson, Sharon Campbell, Jeff Leavell, Jennifer Seversen 

PERK-N-POUR:  John & Linnea Brooke, Mary Lou Schuler 

Please join us for worship at 9:30AM  Sunday, March 10th 

There will be a short congregational 

meeting directly following worship  

on Sun., Mar. 10th.  The purpose of  

the meeting is to elect the  

nominating committee. 
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The dishes that are on the back table in Ihrman Hall are now available for members to 

view and take any if they are interested in doing so.  They are part of the Homer Laughlin 

collection and included in the ones that we have are luncheon plates, cups and saucers.  

They cannot go into the dishwasher or the microwave. 
 

If you are interested in taking any, feel free to do so.  We are asking that you wrap and 

pack your own dishes.  Materials for doing this are located under the table.  They will be 

left on the table for about 3 or 4 weeks before donating them somewhere. 
 

Thank you, 

Ginny Holle & Leah Fisher 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN STAFF — JOYFULLY SERVING 
 

ALL OF US - Ministers 

REV. DR. MARK MCDONOUGH - Bridge Pastor 

ALEJANDRO ALUMBREROS - Organist & Choir Director 

NANCY BUCK - Handbell Choir Director 

DORIS DESCHLER - Financial Secretary  

DODIE KERKMAN - Sexton  

SHELLEY MAURER - Church Secretary 

MARK PAFFRATH - Music Leader 

PEGGY TAYLOR - Parish Nurse 

Next Sunday, March 10th, the Mission Committee will  

be hosting their annual Cuban Sandwich Fundraiser.  All  

proceeds will go to our neighbors - Family Services of Racine.  
 

 

 

The Cuba Subcommittee is going to hold their first meeting of the new year on 

Mon. Mar. 11th, at Cubanitos in Oak Creek - 6:15PM.   Please let Georgia Herrera 

or Kathi Wilson know if you will be able to join us. 
 

All are welcome.  Come and learn about some current events in Cuba. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WED., MARCH 6TH 
First Wednesday Team 

 

THURS., MARCH 7TH 
First Thursday Team 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT’S NEEDED? 
 

Cereal!! 
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Most of us know the story of Jesus from Maundy Thursday through Easter Day, but 

what about the other days leading up to that, beginning with Palm Sunday? What was 

Jesus doing? What was the context? And what does it mean for us today? Please join 

us for our Lenten series: "The Last Week" to explore with us and experience the 

last days of Christ on Earth. 
 

Beginning March 7th, our six-week program will be held Thursdays from 5:30-7:00PM 

(including a soup & salad dinner) and after worship on Sundays from 10:45 -11:45AM 

(coffee & Kringle). Thursday evenings are geared towards adults - high school age 

and above. Sunday mornings are for adults and children. 
 

Thursdays 5:30-7:00 p.m.: March 7, 14, 21, 28 and April 4, 11 

Sundays 10:45-11:45 a.m.: March 10*, 17, 24, 31 and April 7, 14 
 

Parents! Bring your children to this special program, in which they will learn and un-

derstand Jesus' final journey we know as Holy Week. They will connect to the Bible 

in new ways; they will understand the emotions of the disciples and followers, and 

Jesus himself. They will ask their own questions in exploration of this ancient story, 

and see how it applies to their lives today. They will be taught the same material as 

the adults, made age appropriate, using active and hands-on learning, and will create 

a performance based on what they've learned and present it on Easter Sunday. 
 

Jesus is the person we want to follow. He is the model for our lives. Join us as we 

develop a deeper understanding of and commitment to Christ. 
 

We will be The Church that studies the whole experience of Holy Week. 
 

Please note: 

As the Thursday evening classes are recorded, they will be uploaded for public viewing. 

*Class on  March 10th will begin at 11:15 a.m. 
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We will have an audio devotional that will be made 

available during the season of Lent.  Our musicians 

have prepared music and other members of our 

church will read selections of the Psalms for each 

of the weeks of Lent. 
 

Beginning March, 6, 2019 (Ash Wednesday), you will 

be able to hear music and a reading for each week of 

Lent.  We hope this will be a helpful way for all of us 

to deepen our faith during Lent. 

Pastor Mark will be standing outside our church the morning of  

Ash Wednesday, 7:45AM to 8:45AM, to offer ashes for those who  

work or travel through downtown. 
 

Enter the parking lot from Park Avenue, pull up by the double  

doors for your ashes & a prayer from Pastor Mark and exit onto  

College Avenue. It's that easy!  And, while it lasts, we'll supply you with  

a hot cup of coffee to go. 
 

The idea for "Ashes to Go" was developed by the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago.  

Clergy stood outside their churches and at train stations and offered the imposition 

of ashes to commuters.  As they say on their website, https://ashestogo.org, “Those 

who had no time to attend services or had forgotten about the tradition were  

delighted to receive ashes with a prayer as they began their day.  Many responded 

with tears or smiles of gratitude that the church would come to them.”  
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Stay tuned for more information regarding our Holy Cow Survey. 
 

Recently, Session had their initial meeting and will have two follow-up  

meetings to interpret the data.  The next meeting is scheduled for Sat., 

Mar. 23rd.  
 

Thank you for your continued patience. 

Please pray for Annette Anderson, Mary Jane Johnston, Peggy Wagner,  

Diane Lehmann, Shawna Lehmann, Amy Schaal, Peggy Taylor, Ed Hunt,  

Bill Blandford, Darrell Sutton, Nancy Tobias, Larry & Ellen Cardwell,  

Nancy Ritter, David & Cathy Perkins. 

 

Prayers for Cheyenne—granddaughter of Peggy Taylor, Christi—friend  

of Music & More, Shawn—friend of Denise Park, Sandy—friend of Kathi  

Wilson, Gillian and Ben —friends & former pastors of First Presbyterian,  

Anita—mother of Georgia Herrera, Lucille—mother of Diane Lehmann, 

Mary—sister of Carrie Massey, Autumn—granddaughter of Bev Eifert. 

 

As they go through difficult times, we ask for continued prayers for all who 

have lost loved ones. 

 

Special prayers for our military—Lt. Col. Jay Brooke, Jordan Smith, Mary 

Workman, Kyle Sondergaard, Chad Lawrence. 

 

And healing prayers for all those individuals going through rough times—

emotionally, physically or spiritually. 
 


