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Sun., Feb 26th 9:30AM 
10:40AM 

10:45AM 

Worship—1st Sunday of Advent 
Fellowship 
“End the Exploitation” Presentation 

Mon., Feb. 27th 9:00AM 

5:45PM 
Staff Meeting via Zoom
RKYS Rehearsal 

Tue., Feb. 28th 7:00PM 

6:30PM 
Session Meeting 
CAS Rehearsal 

Wed., Mar. 1st 12:00PM 

4:00PM 

7:00PM 

Bible Study 
Food Pantry 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Sun., Mar. 5th 9:30AM 
10:40AM 

11:00AM 

Worship—2nd Sunday of Advent 
Fellowship 
Chili Cook-off—Dining Room (LL) 

 

Warm thoughts and prayers for all who have recently lost loved ones, so that they know 
some peace and comfort during this difficult time. 

Prayers of comfort and healing for Ami Bouterse, Bill Blandford, Marilyn MacCaughey, Don 
Tobias, Linnea Brooke, Dave Perkins, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Mary Jane Johnston, Louise 
Shapley, Kay Mahl, Sandra Hopkins, Mary Ralston, Leah Fisher, Vic Schubert, Karin Roach. 

Please pray for Andy—brother-in-law of Peggy Taylor, Jodi—cousin of Shelley Maurer, Tim & 
Jan—family members of  Sheila Lawrence, Chuck & Lynn Lehmann,  

Shawna Lehmann (battling issues), Amy Eastman Anderson,  Allen—friend of Lisa Campbell, 
Linda—daughter of  Louise Shapley, Myndi—cousin of Amy Schaal, Kenneth, Rebecca and 
Clint—friends of Autumn Eifert. 

Prayers for those in the service—Chad Lawrence (in Somalia), Col. Jay Brooke, Jared Smith, 
Jordan Smith, Nicholas Hansen, Evan Humphreys. 

  

 

Poetry prayer by Sarah Are 

First Presbyterian Church of Racine 
—
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 
Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  
please call 262.632.1686. 

 
Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 
pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 

 
Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 

fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 
 

Church Office 
office@firstpresracine.org 

 
Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 

peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 
 

Shelley Maurer—Digital Media Coordinator 
shelley@firstpresracine.org 

 
If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  

or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  
please speak to the pastor after worship. 

 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 
 
*Closing Hymn "When I Survey the Wonderous Cross" [GtG 223] 
  
Benediction 
 
*Sung Blessing  "Give Us Light" [GtG 467, vs. 1,2 & 3]  

Give us light, give us light, 
give us light, O Lord. 

 

Give us life, give us life, 
give us life, O Lord. 

 

Grant us peace, grant us peace, 
grant us peace, O Lord. 

 
Postlude "Allegro" by Jos. Bernards 

—

Sunday, March 5th  11:00AM-12:30PM  
in the Church Dining Room (LL) 

 

  

The Mission Initiatives Committee will be hosting their annual Chili Cook-off fund-
raiser to benefit both Julian Thomas School and our Cuba Mission. 

 

Church members and guests are all encouraged to attend.  After sampling the  
entries, plan to enjoy a bowl in person or grab a to-go container…or both! 

 

Please come, donate, and dine with us to support a great cause. 
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RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Music for Reflection "Above All" by P. Baloche, L. Leblanc 
 
*Song of Response "Within Your Shelter, Loving God"  [GtG 168] 
 
*Affirmation of Faith Psalm 23, Jewish Publication Society 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me to 
water in places of repose; 
He renews my life; He guides me in right paths as 
befits His name. 
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I fear no evil, for You are with me; 
Your rod and Your staff—they comfort me. 
You spread a table for me in full view of my enemies; 
You anoint my head with oil; my drink is abundant. 
Only goodness and lovingkindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house 
of the LORD forever. 

 
Offering/Offertory “"Good, Good Father" by P. Barrett, A. Brown  
 
*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
 
Prayer of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever. ~ Amen 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
 
Welcome and Announcements David Utley 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 

 

Poem “The Wilderness is a Place of Beginnings” 
 Elie Hunt 

 

Prelude "Larghetto" by Jos. Hanisch 
 Alejandro Alumbreros 
*Call to Worship 

God hovered over the void and breathed life into dust.  
God created in the wilderness.  
The Israelites wandered in the desert for forty years.  
The Israelites found God in the wilderness.  
Jesus said “no” to the tempter time and time again.  
Jesus claimed his identity in the wilderness.  
We grow in the wilderness. We learn in the wilderness.  
For God is with us—before, through, and after the wilderness.  
Let us worship God!  
Amen. 

Today’s Service 
 

Pastor — Rev. Darren Utley 
Musicians — Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath, Pat Badger,  

Fumi Nakayama, Handbell Choir 
Liturgist — David Utley 

Poem Reader — Elie Hunt 
Greeters — Jerry & Nancy Ritter 

Ushers — Dennis & Nancy Reeser, LuAnn Hansen 
Fellowship — Dave & Ginny Holle, Sharon Campbell 

Bulletin — Theresa Revis 
Graphics Design — Shelley Maurer 

Media Tech — Steve Comeau 
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*Opening Hymn "O Love How Deep, How Broad, How High" [GtG 618] 
 Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 
Call to Confession 

Jesus’ story moves from baptism to wilderness, being claimed as Beloved to  
being tempted after fasting for forty days. This movement is echoed in our lives 
as we experience moments of divine presence and favor followed by times of 
trial and temptation. Knowing that we are the Beloved of God called to tend and 
till the good creation let us confess the ways we have forgotten our original 
blessing and vocation. 

 
Prayer of Confession 

God of Creation,  
The psalms remind us that even before a word is on our tongue, you know it  
completely. You know the prayers we bring before you today—confessions of 
greed and doubt, fear and anxiety, conflict and regret. Teach us to resist the 
evils around us, great or small.  
 
Give us the strength to say “no” to that which separates us from you, and 
“yes” to the things that let love grow. Guide us out of our self-created wilder-
ness spaces and into your light. Gratefully we pray, Amen. 
 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

Source of Life, 
It is good for us to confess who we are, 
what we have become in light of who we are meant to be. 
Even more, it is vital for us to remember whose we are. 
We belong body and soul, in life and in death, 
to the source of all life and love, 
who has been known for millennia,  
as the God of steadfast love and faithfulness. 
Know that you belong to God, 
and you are beloved. 
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*Act of Praise  "Lord Have Mercy" [GtG 551] 
Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Passing the Peace 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  
let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  
with the peace and joy of Christ. 
Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Choral Anthem “In Joseph’s Lovely Garden”  
 Traditional Spanish Song, arr. by Martha Lynn Thompson 
 Handbell Choir 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
Prayer of Illumination 

God who is ever just beyond our reach 
you keep us striving for what could be. 
Speak to us through the Scriptures. 
However subtly, cast a vision, 
spark a hope, rekindle a desire. 

 
Scripture 

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 [Old Testament pg. 2] 
Matthew 4:1-11 [New Testament pg. 3] 

 
Sermon    “In the Wilderness: Who Are We?” 
 Rev. Darren Utley 
 


