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*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 All: Blessed are you, God of all creation; through your goodness we have these 

  gifts to share. Accept and use our offerings to bring your realm of justice 

  and compassion to all people. ~ Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and for-

give us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the  

power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen. 

 

GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 

*CLOSING HYMN “God of Grace and God of Glory” [420, vv. 4 & 5] 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 One: May the peace of Christ go with you, 

  wherever he may send you, 

  May he guide you through the wilderness, 

  protect you through the storm. 

  May he bring you home rejoicing 

  at the wonders he has shown you, 

 All: May he bring us home rejoicing 

  once again into these doors. 

 

*SUNG BLESSING “Go With Us, Lord” [535] 

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way 

Through this and every coming day, 

That in Your Spirit strong and true 

Our lives may be our gift to you. 

 

*POSTLUDE “Orgelstuck” by A. Kehrer 

   Alejandro Alumbreros 

*Asterisk indicates to please stand as you are able. 

Bold type indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 

Bold italic type indicates songs to be sung by the congregation. 

  

 

Mindful 

Every day 

    I see or I hear 

        something 

            that more or less 

 

kills me 

    with delight, 

       that leaves me 

          like a needle 

 

in the haystack 

    of light. 

        It is what I was born for-- 

           to look, to listen, 
 

to lose myself 

    inside this soft world-- 

       to instruct myself 

           over and over 

 

in joy, 

    and acclamation. 

       Nor am I talking 

          about the exceptional, 
 

the fearful, the dreadful, 

    the very extravagant-- 

       but of the ordinary, 

          the common, the very drab, 
 

the daily presentations. 

   Oh, good scholar, 

       I say to myself, 

          how can you help 

 

but grow wise 

    with such teachings 

        as these-- 

             the untrimmable light 

 

of the world, 

    the ocean’s shine, 

       the prayers that are made 

          out of grass? 

   --Mary Oliver 

First Presbyterian Church 
February 24, 2019 

9:30am 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Denise Park 

Welcome! Whoever you are, wherever you come from and whatever you have done or 
failed to do, welcome to this place where we celebrate the love of God and are inspired 

by the hospitality of Jesus Christ.  May you find God’s love, peace and grace as we  
worship together. 
 

(Please use this time to sign and pass the blue attendance pads.  If our visitors  

would share their email and/or address, it would be greatly appreciated.) 

 

As we listen to the beauty of the music in this sacred place of 

sanctuary, let us silently prepare ourselves for worship. 

 
PRELUDE   ”Praeludeum” by Simon Sechter 

   Alejandro Alumbreros 

 
 One: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 One: Welcome to this sacred place: 

  House of prayer for many and home to all who come. 

 
  Welcome to this gathering place: 

  Friend and stranger, saint and sinner in all who gather here. 
 

  Come with hope or hesitation; come with joy or yearning; 
  all who hunger, all who thirst for life in all its fullness. 

 

*OPENING HYMN “O Sing to the Lord“ [472] 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 One: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

  and the truth is not in us. 

  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
  will forgive us our sins and cleanse us of all unrighteousness. 

  In humility and faith let us confess our sin to God. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 All: O God, set your blessing on us as we gather together this Sabbath Day. 

  Confirm us in the truth by which we rightly live; 

  confront us with the truth from which we wrongly turn. 

  We ask not for what we want, but for what you know we need, 

  as we offer this day and ourselves for you and to you,  

  through Jesus Christ we pray. 

 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 One: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. 

  I declare in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 All: May the God of mercy, who forgives us all our sins, 

  strengthen us in all goodness, 

  and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us in eternal life. ~ Amen 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE Gloria, Gloria [576] 

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, Gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 

HANDBELL CHOIR “The Promise” by John A. Behnke 

   Jeremiah 29:11 

 

SCRIPTURE Exodus 3:1-4 [O.T. p. 50] 

   Mark 12:1-12 [N.T. p. 48] 
 

SERMON  “Take the Step” 

   Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION “Constant Craving” by k.d. lang & Ben Mink 
  
PASSING THE PEACE 

 One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 
 

*SONG OF RESPONSE “God of Grace and God of Glory” [420, vv. 1-3] 
 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY “Constant Craving” by k.d. lang & Ben Mink  
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WED., FEB. 27TH 
Fourth Wednesday Team 

 

THURS., FEB. 28TH 
Fourth Thursday Team 

 
 

 

WHAT’S NEEDED? 
 

We are in need peanut butter, hearty 

soups, stews, and pasta meals.  We are 

also low on toilet paper. 

 

FIRST PRES BOOK CLUB—Rescheduled from January 

 

The book, Botany of Desire by  Michael Pollan, explores the 

topic of a plant’s eye-view of the world, and how  

humans and plants share some commonalities. 
 

We will meet at Ginny Holle’s on Thurs.,  Feb. 28th at noon, 

for a light lunch followed by our book discussion.  At this 

meeting, we will discuss the book selection for March. 

3 

 

 

Welcome to this sanctuary.  

Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  

with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 
 

9:30AM—Worship  

Fellowship to follow in Ihrman Hall 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Racine 
Bridge Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 
pastormark@firstpresracine.org 

 

Our ushers are located at each door and would be happy to assist 

you in any of your needs today—including directing you to Ihrman  

Hall after today’s worship or helping you find the washroom. 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO EXPLORE BECOMING A MEMBER OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN,  

OR HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE MANY MINISTRIES HERE, 

PLEASE SPEAK WITH THE PASTOR AFTER WORSHIP. 
 

For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you to 

visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch, 

how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 

 

If you are interested in receiving our weekly Evotional, along with  

news about what’s going on in the church, call 262.632.1686 

or email the office at:  office@firstpresracine.org 
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Sun., Feb. 24 9:30AM Worship 

Mon.,  Feb. 25 5:30PM to 8:30PM Racine Kiwanis Youth Symphony (Chapel, Parlor 

and Ihrman Hall) 

Tue.,  Feb. 26 10:30AM 

12:00PM to 3:00PM 

7:00PM 

Staff Meeting 
PEO Ch. CN (Ihrman Hall) 

Session Meeting 

Wed.,  Feb. 27 12:00PM 

5:00PM to 7:00PM 

7:00PM 

Brown Bag Bible Study (Ihrman Hall) 
Food Pantry 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

Thu.,  Feb. 28 8:30AM 

12:00PM 

2:00PM to 4:00PM 

7:00PM 

Thursday Morning Book Club (Ihrman Hall) 
First Pres Book Club (The Holles’ Home) 

Food Pantry 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Fri., Mar. 1 ETA 1:15PM Delivery for Food Pantry 

   

February 24, 2019 
 

Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 
LITURGIST: Denise Park 

GREETERS:  Mac & Marilyn MacCaughey 
USHERS:  Steve Simpson, Zach Vollman, Tony Aiello 

PERK-N-POUR:  Peg Wagner, Dennis & Nancy Reeser 

Please join us  for worship at 9:30AM  Sunday, March 3rd 

Stay tuned for more information regarding our Holy Cow Survey. 
 

Recently, Session had their initial meeting and will have two follow-up  

meetings to interpret the data.  More information will follow. 
 

Thank you for your continued patience. 
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Please pray for Mary Jane Johnston, Peggy Wagner, Diane Lehmann, Amy 

Schaal, Peggy Taylor, Ed Hunt, Bill Blandford, Darrell Sutton, Nancy Tobias, 

Larry Cardwell, Nancy Ritter, David & Cathy Perkins. 

 

Prayers for Cheyenne—granddaughter of Peggy Taylor, Christi—friend  
of Music & More, Shawn—friend of Denise Park, Sandy—friend of Kathi  

Wilson, Ben—friend & former pastor of First Presbyterian,  Anita—mother 

of Georgia Herrera, Lucille—mother of Diane Lehmann, Mary—sister of 

Carrie Massey, Autumn—granddaughter of Bev Eifert. 

 

As they go through difficult times, we ask for continued prayers for all who 

have lost loved ones. 
 

Special prayers for our military—Lt. Col. Jay Brooke, Jordan Smith, Mary 

Workman, Kyle Sondergaard, Chad Lawrence.  

 

And healing prayers for all those individuals going through rough times—

emotionally, physically or spiritually. 
 

 

The dishes that are on the back table in Ihrman Hall are now available for members to 
view and take any if they are interested in doing so.  They are part of the Homer Laughlin 

collection and included in the ones that we have are luncheon plates, cups and saucers.  
They cannot go into the dishwasher or the microwave. 
 

If you are interested in taking any, feel free to do so.  We are asking that you wrap and 
pack your own dishes.  Materials for doing this are located under the table.  They will be 

left on the table for about 3 or 4 weeks before donating them somewhere. 
 

Thank you, 
Ginny Holle & Leah Fisher 


