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Please keep Steve & Mary Bernstein, along with their family, in your 
thoughts and prayers with the passing of Steve’s mother—Gloria.   Also, 
continued prayers for all who have recently lost loved ones, so that they 
know some peace and comfort during this difficult time. 

Prayers of comfort and healing for Ami Bouterse, Bill Blandford, Kay Mahl, Linnea Brooke, Dave 
Perkins, Louise Shapley, Sandra Hopkins,  Mary Ralston, Marilyn MacCaughey, Leah Fisher, Don 
Tobias, Vic Schubert, Karin Roach, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Mary Jane Johnston.  

Please pray for Andy—brother-in-law of Peggy Taylor, Jodi—cousin of Shelley Maurer, the family of 
Marilyn Jones—mother of a lifelong friend of Ken Schacht, Tim & Jan—family   members of  Sheila 
Lawrence, Chuck & Lynn Lehmann, Shawna Lehmann (battling issues), Amy Eastman Anderson,  
Allen—friend of Lisa Campbell, Linda—daughter of  Louise Shapley, Myndi—cousin of Amy Schaal, 
Kenneth, Rebecca and Clint—friends of Autumn Eifert. 

Prayers for those in the service—Chad Lawrence (in Somalia), Col. Jay Brooke, Jared Smith, Jordan 
Smith, Nicholas Hansen, Evan Humphreys. 

Sun., Feb 12th 9:30AM 
10:40AM 

10:45AM 

Worship 
Fellowship 
Pat Badger: Adult Discussion on Diversity 

Mon., Feb. 13th  
9:00AM 

5:45PM 

6:30PM 

184th Birthday of First Presbyterian Church 
Staff Meeting via Zoom
RKYS Rehearsal 
CAS Auditions 

Tue., Feb. 14th  
6:30PM 

Deacons Meeting-Rescheduled to 2/21/23 
CAS Auditions 

Wed., Feb. 15th 12:00PM 

4:00PM 

7:00PM 

Bible Study 
Food Pantry 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Sun., Feb 19th 9:30AM 
10:40AM 

10:45AM 

Worship 
Fellowship 
Pat Badger: Adult Discussion on Diversity 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 
Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 

Today’s Service 

PASTOR — Rev. Darren Utley 
MUSICIANS — Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath, Pat Badger,  

The Well-Intentioned Repenters 
LITURGIST — Jeff Leavell 

GREETERS — Jim Muir, Vivian Clark 
USHERS — Larry Dickerson, Sharon Campbell, Bill Anderson 

FELLOWSHIP — Dennis & Nancy Reeser 
BULLETIN — Theresa Revis 

Graphics Design — Shelley Maurer 
MEDIA TECH — Steve Comeau 
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PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen 

 
GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 
*CLOSING HYMN "I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me" [GtG 700] 
  
BENEDICTION 
 
*SUNG BLESSING  "Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken" [GtG 81, vs. 1] 

Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God; 

God, whose word cannot be broken, 
Formed thee for a blest abode. 
On the rock of ages founded, 

What can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation's walls surrounded, 
Thou may'st smile at all thy foes. 

 
POSTLUDE  

On February 13, 1839, twenty-two people, about 
10% of the population of the Village of Racine, 
met in in an old store building being used as a 
school, on the west side of today’s Main Street, 
between State and Second Streets and voted to 
form a Presbyterian church.  Twenty-one people 
joined the church as Charter Members.  

Tomorrow, February 13th, marks the 184th  
Anniversary of our church! 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Jeff Leavell 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 
 
PRELUDE Alejandro Alumbreros 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP Adapted from 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come.  
The old has gone, the new is here!   
All this is from God,  
who reconciled us into relationship with the divine through Christ  
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors 
God appeals to the nations through us.  
We remind one another in our service of worship:  
Be reconciled to God.  

 
*OPENING HYMN "Blessed Jesus, at Your Word" [GtG 395] 
 Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

God sends wisdom for the living of our days out into the world like the smell of fresh baked 
bread. The way we should go calls out to us. As we prepare our hearts to confess the ways 
we have ignored the call of Sister Wisdom let us sing together. 

 “Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom,”[GtG 174, vs.3] 
Sister Wisdom, come, assist us; nurture all who seek rebirth. 

Spirit guide and close companion, bring to light our sacred worth. 
Free us to become your people, holy friends of God and earth.  

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION Rev. Mindi 

God of Wisdom, we come before You to confess that we have sought the world’s wisdom 
over Yours. We have pursued worldly measures of success: possessions, wealth, and  
notoriety. Call us out from the noise of the world to hear Your voice. Guide us away from  
the false wisdom of the world and into true wisdom: to seek peace and pursue it, to work for 
justice and restoration, to love our neighbor as ourselves. Keep us to Your path, where Your  
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voice guides us, and bring us into the true life You have promised us:  a life of abundance, of 
hope, of mercy. In the name of Christ Jesus, who laid down his life for us and lives again, so 
that we might live abundantly, we pray. Amen. 
 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS Rev. Mindi 

According to the book of Proverbs, Wisdom delights in the human race. God knows we have 
the capability to improve our lives and our relationships with others. God knows we have the 
power to forgive, to bring healing, to do the hard work of reconciliation and restoration. Roll 
up your sleeves. Get ready for the hard work of Christ, because Christ is right beside us in 
this work, Wisdom like a master worker, rejoicing in us. We can do this, together. You are 
beloved of God. You are forgiven. You are restored. Go with the Wisdom of God and the 
grace of Jesus Christ, now and always. Amen. 

 
*ACT OF PRAISE  "Will You Come and Follow Me" [GtG 726, vs. 5] 

Lord, your summons echoes true 
When you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you 

And never be the same. 
In your company I'll go 

Where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I'll move and live and grow 

In you and you in me. 
 
PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  
let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  
with the peace and joy of Christ. 
Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Hand it Over” 
 The Well-Intentioned Repenters 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
O God, 
you spoke your word 
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and revealed your good news in Jesus, the Christ. 
Fill all creation with that word again, 
so that by proclaiming your joyful promises to all nations 
and singing of your glorious hope to all peoples, 
we may become one living body, 
your incarnate presence on the earth. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 [Old Testament pg. 186] 
Matthew 5:21-37 [New Testament pg. 4] 

 
SERMON    “A People Who Practice Reconciliation” 
 Rev. Darren Utley 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION "Sweet Surrender" by Paul Cardall 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE "Great God Who Made Both Sky and Sea" [Bulletin, pg.  7] 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Confession of 1967 PCUSA 9.20 

We believe that God the Holy Spirit fulfills the work of reconciliation. The Holy Spirit creates 
and renews the church as the community in which we are reconciled to God and to one  
another. The Spirit enables us to receive forgiveness as we forgive one another and to enjoy 
the peace of God as we make peace among ourselves. We believe that in spite of our sin, the 
Holy Spirit gives us power to become representatives of Jesus Christ and to proclaim the 
good news of reconciliation to all. Amen. 

 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY "You are My All in All" by Dennis Jernigan 
 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Amen 
 
 


