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SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 One: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

 All: We lift them to the Lord. 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Invitation to the Table 

The Table at First Presbyterian is open to all.  Friends from other traditions are wel-

come to share in the Lord’s Supper because Christ is our host.  Children who are be-

ing nurtured in the faith are also welcome.  We invite all to share in this meal in order 

to be renewed and assured of God’s love and grace. 

 

Sharing the Bread and the Cup “I Come with Joy” 

   by Brian Wren, Annabel Morris Buchanan   

As directed by the ushers, please come forward, take a piece of bread, dip it in 

the cup and partake.  The station next to the piano is gluten-free.  Servers are 

available to bring Communion to those who wish to remain in their seats. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 All: Gracious God, may we who have received this sacrament 

  live in the unity of your Holy Spirit, 

  that we may show forth your gifts to all the world. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. ~ Amen 

 

GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 

*CLOSING HYMN “For the Bread Which You Have Broken“ [509] 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*SUNG BLESSING [316, v1] 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

Fill me with life anew, 

That I may love what Thou dost love, 

And do what Thou wouldst do. 

 

*POSTLUDE “Fuga” by P.Czernohorsky 

   Alejandro Alumbreros 

 

*Please stand as you are able. 

Bold type indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 

Bold italic type indicates songs to be sung by the congregation. 
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The Thing Is 

Ellen Bass 

 

to love life, to love it even 

when you have no stomach for it 

and everything you’ve held dear 

crumbles like burnt paper in your hands, 

your throat filled with the silt of it. 

When grief sits with you, its topical heat 

thickening the air, heavy as water 

more fit for gills than lungs; 

when grief weights you like your own flesh 

only more of it, an obesity of grief, 

you think, How can a body withstand this? 

Then you hold life like a face 

between your palms, a plain face, 

no charming smile, no violet eyes, 

and you say, yes, I will take you 

I will love you, again. 



2 

 

 

 

 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Lissy Blandford 

Welcome! Whoever you are, wherever you come from and whatever you have done 

or failed to do, welcome to this place where we celebrate the love of God and are 

inspired by the hospitality of Jesus Christ.  May you find God’s love, peace and 

grace as we worship together. 

 

(Please use this time to sign and pass the blue attendance pads.) 

 

As we listen to the beauty of the music in this sacred place of 

Sanctuary, let us silently prepare ourselves for worship. 

 

PRELUDE   “Fantasia”  by Tomás de Santa María 

   Alejandro Alumbreros 

 

 One: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord with willing hearts, 

  offering praise in the midst of the congregation 

 All: Great are God’s works; 

  the ways of the Lord are studied by all who delight in them. 

 One: The deeds of the Lord are full of majesty and splendor 

  God performs acts of justice and mercy across the whole earth. 

 All: The reverence of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 

  thanks and praise endure among God’s people forever! 

 

*OPENING HYMN “All Things Bright and Beautiful“ [267] 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 All: Holy God, we confess that we don’t like to confess, and we give 

  thanks, if grudgingly, that you compel us to do it. We would 

  continue down the easy road of “good enough for who it’s for.”  

  But, like a conductor stopping the orchestra to retune, or a master 

  carpenter taking time regularly to sharpen tools, you compel us 

  to take time each week to remember the people you have created 

  and called us to be, see honestly where we have erred and strayed, 

  and trust you to restore us to your image. For your love which will 

  not let us be less than you know us to be, we give you thanks. 

 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
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*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 One: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. 

  I declare in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

  May the God of mercy, who forgives us all our sins, 

  strengthen us in all goodness, 

  and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us in eternal life. 

 All: Amen. 

  

*SONG OF PRAISE [316, v2] 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

Until my heart is pure, 

Until with Thee I will one will, 

To do and to endure. 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR “Kyrie” by Andrea Klouse 

 

SCRIPTURE Judges 4:4-7 [O.T. p. 220] 

   Matthew 25:14-29 [N.T. p. 28] 

 

SERMON  “Are You All In?”

   Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION “Musical Prayer” by Alejandro Alumbreros 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

 One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” [376] 

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY “I Worship You, Almighty God” by Sondra Corbett-Wood 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 All: Nurturing God, You remind us that faith without love is meaningless. 

  We present these gifts with love.  We rejoice in our ability to share. 

  May this moment of giving warm our hearts and stir our souls so that 

  we remember to act consistently out of love in the name of Jesus.  In 

  His name, we pray. ~ Amen. 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
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Please pray for Peggy Wagner, Bill Blandford, Peggy 

Taylor, Darrell Sutton, Nancy Tobias, Nancy Ritter, 

Bill Blandford, Ed Hunt, David & Cathy Perkins, Larry 

Cardwell, Mary Jane Johnston. 

 

As they go through difficult times, we ask for 

continued prayers for all who have lost loved ones. 

 

Prayers for Sandy—friend of Kathi  Wilson, Shawn—friend of Denise Park,   

Anita—mother of Georgia Herrera, Mary—sister of Carrie Massey, Christi— 

friend of Music & More, Ben—friend & former pastor of First Presbyterian, 

Evie—granddaughter of Bill & Lissy Blandford, Autumn—granddaughter of  

Bev Eifert, Lucille—mother of Diane  Lehmann. 

 

Continued prayers for our military—Kyle Sondergaard, Lt. Col Jay Brooke,  

Chad Lawrence, Jordan Smith, Mary Workman. 

 

And healing prayers for all those individuals going through rough times—

emotionally, physically or spiritually. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WED., FEB. 6
TH

 

First Wednesday Team 
 

THURS., FEB. 7
TH

 

First Thursday Team 
 

 

WHAT’S NEEDED? 

 

We are in need of cereal - hot and/

or cold, peanut butter,  

mac & cheese, hearty soups, 

stews, and pasta meals! 

First Presbyterian will be hosting the Community 

Meal on Tues.,  Feb. 5
th

.  If you can help—prep 

will be at church at 2:00
PM.

.  Or, to help serve  

the meal, meet at 4:20
PM 

at the site—1032 Grand 

Avenue (the old St. Rose school cafeteria) and 

current Head Start building. 

 

 

Questions? Call Debbie Yale at 262.498.8753 (cell). 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  

Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith.  
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  

with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 

9:30
AM

—Worship  

Fellowship to follow in Ihrman Hall 

 

Bridge Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 

pastormark@firstpresracine.org 

 

Our ushers are located at each door and would be happy to assist 

you in any of your needs today—including directing you to Ihrman  

Hall after today’s worship or helping you find the washroom. 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO EXPLORE BECOMING A MEMBER OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN,  

OR HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE MANY MINISTRIES HERE, PLEASE 

SPEAK TO THE PASTOR AFTER WORSHIP.  

 

For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you to 

visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch, 

how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 

 

If you are interested in receiving our weekly Evotional, along with  

news about what’s going on in the church, call 262.632.1686 

or email the office at:  office@firstpresracine.org 
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February 3, 2019 
 

Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 

LITURGIST:  Lissy Blandford 

GREETERS:  Ken Nakayama, Karin Roach 

USHERS:  Dennis & Nancy Reeser, Julia Reeser, Pam Wortley, Ken Schacht 

PERK-N-POUR:  Ken Schacht, Todd & Jen Seversen 

PLEASE JOIN US  FOR WORSHP AT 9:30AM  SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH 

In honor of our 180th Anniversary, 

we will recognize our 50+ year members. 

Sun., Feb. 3 9:30
AM 

Worship and Communion 

Mon.,  Feb. 4 5:30
PM

 to 8:30
PM 

Racine Kiwanis Youth Symphony 

(Chapel, Parlor and Ihrman Hall) 

Tue.,  Feb. 5 10:30
AM 

2:00
PM

 & 4:20
PM

 

Staff Meeting 

Community Meal—Prep & Serve 

Wed.,  Feb. 6 12:00
PM 

5:00
PM

 to 7:00
PM 

7:00
PM

 

Brown Bag Bible Study (Ihrman Hall) 

Food Pantry 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

Thu.,  Feb. 7 2:00
PM

 to 4:00
PM

 Food Pantry 

Fri.,  Feb. 8   

Sat., Feb. 9 8:30
AM

 to 1:00
PM 

12:00
PM 

Holy Cow Presentation to Session 

Sack Lunch Program (First United  

Methodist) 

Next Sun., Feb. 10
th

, the MISSION 

COMMITTEE will be holding their  

annual Chili Cook Off Fundraiser.  

All proceeds will go to our  

Neighbors—Family Services  

of Racine. 

 

The sign-up sheet 

is in Ihrman Hall. 

 

 

 

 

Next Sunday the 10th—9:30AM 

Andy and Denise Park –  

“Your Family” 
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Please join us next Sunday! 


