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Please keep Steve & Mary Bernstein, along with their family, in your 
thoughts and prayers with the passing of Steve’s mother—Gloria.   
Also, continued prayers for all who have recently lost loved ones, so 
that they know some peace and comfort during this difficult time. 

Prayers of comfort and healing for Bill Blandford, Kay Mahl, Linnea Brooke, Dave Perkins, 
Louise Shapley, Sandra Hopkins,  Mary Ralston, Marilyn MacCaughey, Leah Fisher, Don 
Tobias, Vic Schubert, Karin Roach, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Mary Jane Johnston.  

Please pray for Andy Douglas—brother-in-law of Peggy Taylor, the family of Marilyn Jones—
mother of a lifelong friend of Ken Schacht, Tim & Jan—family members of  Sheila Lawrence, 
Chuck & Lynn Lehmann, Shawna Lehmann (battling issues), Amy Eastman Anderson,      
Allen—friend of Lisa Campbell, Linda—daughter of  Louise Shapley, Myndi—cousin of      
Amy Schaal, Kenneth, Rebecca and Clint—friends of Autumn Eifert. 

Prayers for those in the service—Chad Lawrence (in Somalia), Col. Jay Brooke, Jared Smith,     
Jordan Smith, Nicholas Hansen, Evan Humphreys. 

Sun., Jan. 29th 9:30AM 
10:40AM 

10:45AM 

Sunday Worship 
Fellowship 
Kathi Wilson—Sketch Presentation 

Mon., Jan. 30th 9:00AM 

5:45PM 
Staff Meeting via Zoom
RKYS Rehearsal 

Wed., Feb. 1st 12:00PM 

2:00PM 

4:00PM 

Bible Study 
Investment Committee Meeting 
Food Pantry 

Thur., Feb. 2nd 6:00PM Racine Interfaith Coalition Forum 

Sat., Feb. 4th 2:30PM E. William Anderson 90th Birthday 
Celebration 

Sun., Feb 5th 9:30AM 
10:40AM 

Sunday Worship w/Communion 
Fellowship 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 
Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  
please call 262.632.1686. 

 
Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 
pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 

 
Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 

fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 
 

Church Office 
office@firstpresracine.org 

 
Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 

peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 
 

Shelley Maurer—Digital Media Coordinator 
shelley@firstpresracine.org 

 
If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian, or how to participate  

in any of the many ministries here, please speak to the pastor after worship. 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 
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Sunday, February 5th at 8:15AM — the Mission Initiatives     
Committee will meet in the chapel before worship.  

All are welcome to join us as we discuss our mission   
objectives for 2023. 

The Food Pantry is looking for 
someone to volunteer to co-
chair the pantry.  This would 
involve understanding the 
computer system, ordering 
food, packing groceries and 

being able to be there at least 
one Wednesday a month to 
do the paperwork and open/

close the pantry. 

Any questions, please ask  
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The annual meeting of First Presbyterian  
Church of Racine will be held on  

Sunday, February 5th  
immediately following morning worship.  

This meeting has been called by the session to  
approve the terms of call for Pastor Darren and  

to hear reports from the various ministries &  
initiatives in our church. 

Special Invitation to the Congregation 

You are invited to an Open House on Saturday, February 4th, 2023  

to celebrate the 90th birthday of E. William Anderson.  

It will be from 2:30-4:30 held in Ihrman Hall of the church.  

 

Please join his family in celebrating this event!  

All church members are invited to the Open House. 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Larry Dickerson 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 
 
PRELUDE "Moderato" by B. Kothe 
 Alejandro Alumbreros 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Blessed are the spiritually bankrupt, 
those without a prayer or a wisp of religion. 
For the beloved community of God has drawn near.  
Blessed are those gut-wrenched by grief, 
those torn apart by tragedy. 
For the beloved community of God has drawn near. 
Blessed are those with steadfast endurance in the struggle,  
those who face intimidation and fear. 
For the beloved community of God has drawn near. 
Blessed are we who long for the coming of God among us. 
Here we are to worship the God who creates 
beloved community all around us. 

Today’s Service 
 

PASTOR — Rev. Darren Utley 
MUSICIANS — Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath, Pat Badger,  

Well Intentioned Repenters 
LITURGIST — Larry Dickerson 

GREETERS — Mac & Marilyn MacCaughey 
USHERS — Steve Simpson, Ken Schacht 

FELLOWSHIP — Royce & Barb Earnest 
BULLETIN — Theresa Revis 

Graphics Design — Shelley Maurer 
MEDIA TECH — Steve Comeau 
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*OPENING HYMN “What Gift Can We Bring that Will Please You, O God” 
 Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 
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Please join Kathi Wilson TODAY after worship in the Chapel Gallery to hear her presentation on 
Urban Sketching, a Global Phenomenon! 

There are Urban Sketchers all over the world, gathering to sketch on location, showcasing the 
world “one sketch at a time”.   

• Urban Sketching is a form of visual storytelling where an artist uses pen, pencil, or other 
drawing tools to depict scenes from everyday life in a city, urban environment or sometimes 
even in a natural or rural environment. 

•  Urban sketches are typically drawn on-site, in the moment, and often capture the energy 
and character of a place. Urban sketching is a way for artists to document and interpret the 
world around them and can be a fun and engaging way to explore a city and its inhabitants. 

• In addition to its artistic value, urban sketching can also provide a sense of connection and 
community. 

• When artists come together to sketch on location, they have the opportunity to share their 
experiences, learn from each other and build relationships. This can be especially valuable in 
a world that can often feel disconnected and impersonal. • Urban sketching can also serve 
as a form of activism and social engagement. By drawing attention to the beauty and com-
plexity of the urban environment, urban sketchers can help raise awareness of important 
issues and challenges and encourage others to engage with and care for their communities. 

• Urban sketching can be a valuable and enriching activity for individuals, communities, and 
society as a whole. 



8 

 

 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen 

 
GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 
*CLOSING HYMN "When the Lord Redeems the Very Least" [GtG 852]  
  
BENEDICTION 
 
*SUNG BLESSING  "When the Lord Redeems the Very Least" [GtG852 Refrain] 

 
We will rejoice with gladness. 

We will rejoice. 
All our days we'll sing to God in praise. 

We will rejoice! 
 
POSTLUDE "Moderato" by E. Kühns 
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CALL TO CONFESSION 
Jesus came to the least and the lost promising the presence of the divine. He practiced 
healing and showed people a fuller way to practice hospitality with each other. Today 
we hear Jesus pronounce blessings on the crowds who have just experienced the hope 
and healing he brings. These blessings reach down into the farthest corners, the dark-
est alleys and say to all the doubters, the lost, the depressed, the down-trodden, “God 
is here for you too.” The new world Jesus creates through his presence then and now is 
a blessing for all that think the divine will just pass them by. Let us go to God confess-
ing that we are in need of God’s blessing, Jesus’ presence and the grace to be a bless-
ing in our world. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of all grace and wisdom we still marvel at the love for humanity revealed in  
Jesus the Messiah. Even so, we struggle with his vision of the good life and the way 
that all are welcomed to enjoy its blessings. We have high standards and want to see 
people’s diplomas or evidence of the right amount of zeros in their bank accounts be-
fore we can respect their opinion or value their occupancy in places called blessed. 
Those who struggle with loss, too quick to cry, or can’t figure out the etiquette of 
good society need to move on, toughen up and get their act together  
before they bring their messiness into our community. Those who cry out for justice 
need to get a job and learn to express themselves in ways our refined and rational 
minds find respectable.  
 
We are grateful it is not up to us to control the contours of your kingdom. For you  
pronounce blessing on the spiritual zeros, the weepy, the weak and worn-out, and 
those who are sick and tired of being sick and tired. Loving God, reveal to us the  
presence of Jesus bringing hope and healing to the places and people we have hidden 
and held at arm’s length. Bless us that we might be a blessing. 
 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Beloved community, the God who has searched us and known us, 
The Christ who seeks us out to liberate us from all that holds us back, 
who draws us near for healing and wholeness, 
the spirit who waits for us around every corner, 
the presence from which there is no flight, 
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speaks over your life  
blessing 
peace 
grace and  
love. 

 
PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  
let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  
with the peace and joy of Christ. 
Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
*ACT OF PRAISE  "Will You Come and Follow Me" [GtG 726, vs. 3] 

Will you let the blinded see 
If I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free 
And never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, 
And do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean 

In you and you in me? 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Left to our own devices and discernment 
we might come up with all kinds of excuses 
about who can or cannot hear and understand. 
We might think of all kinds of exclusions 
and exceptions for who is worthy. 
Jesus pronounces Your all-encompassing blessing. 
Gracious God grant us spirits, hearts and minds 
to hear the wonder of your welcome, 
to know the depth of your desire  
to bless the earth and all within it. 
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SCRIPTURE 
Deuteronomy 15:1-11      [Old Testament pg. 171] 
Matthew 5:1-12          [New Testament pg. 4] 

 
SERMON                       “A Picture” 
          Rev. Darren Utley 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION              "A New Beginning" by Paul Cardall 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE               "Now Thank We All Our God" [GtG 643] 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe that Jesus is still pronouncing blessing. 
We believe the Spirit of Jesus within us calls us to be a blessing. 
In a broken and fearful world  
the Spirit gives us courage 
to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
With believers in every time and place, 
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 Adapted from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA 
  
OFFERING/OFFERTORY      "Line Upon Line" by Alexis de Azevedo 

 
 


