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Prayer Matters 
 Pray for Peggy Taylor, Bill Blandford, Linda Schubert, Ellen Myers, 

Mary Ralston, Mary Soley, Kay Mahl, Jim Muir, Marilyn MacCaughey, 

Leah Fisher, Sandra Hopkins, Louise Shapley, Evelyn Vanderheyden, 

Mary Jane Johnston, Don & Nancy Tobias. 

 Comfort & healing for Pastor Beidy—from Central Presbyterian in 

Cuba, Martha—sister of Nancy Reeser, Sarah & Amanda—from the 

Lawrence family, Mary—sister of  Carrie Massey, Kelly—daughter-in-

law of Dave & Ginny Holle, Chuck & Lynn—from the Lehmann fami-

ly, Carleen—friend of Diane Lehmann, Lisa—daughter of Sharon 

Campbell, John—brother of Peggy Taylor, Linda—daughter of Louise 

Shapley, along with Julie—Louise's cleaning lady.  And a very special 

prayer request from Autumn for Clint, Kenneth & Rebecca. 

 Prayers for those in the service—Evan Humphreys, Jared Smith,    

Jordan Smith, Chad Lawrence, Col. Jay Brooke. 

 Comforting prayers for those who have lost loved ones.  May they 

know some peace and comfort. 
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Welcome to this sanctuary.  

Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 

 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  

with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 

Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 

For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  

how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 

 

If you’re interested in receiving news about the church,  

please call 262.632.1686. 

 

Rev. Darren Utley—Church Pastor 

pastordarren@firstpresracine.org 

 

Theresa Revis—Financial Secretary 

fsoffice@firstpresracine.org 

 

Church Office 

office@firstpresracine.org 

 

Peggy Taylor—Parish Nurse 

peggyparishnurse@yahoo.com 

 

Shelley Maurer—Digital Media Coordinator 

shelley@firstpresracine.org 

 

If you’d like to explore becoming a member of First Presbyterian,  

or how to participate in any of the many ministries here,  

please speak to the pastor after worship. 

 

 

*Please stand as you are able. 

[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 

[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 

11 

 



10 

 

3 

 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Ken Schacht 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 

 

PRELUDE "Lento" by C. F. Gluthmann 

 Alejandro Alumbreros 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Let us gather for worship, 

for this day is holy to the Lord. 

The joy of the Lord is our strength and salvation, 

and we gather to offer our praise. 

In singing and in silence, 

in Word and in prayer, 

let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

Let us come and worship God. 

 

*OPENING HYMN "Live into Hope" [PH332] 

 Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 

 

 

Today’s Service 

 

Pastor — Rev. Darren Utley 

Musicians — Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath, Pat Badger 

Liturgist — Ken Schacht 

Greeters — Jerry & Nancy Ritter 

Ushers — Dennis & Nancy Reeser, LuAnn Hansen 

Fellowship — No Fellowship 

Bulletin — Theresa Revis 

Graphics Design — Shelley Maurer 

Media Tech — Steve Comeau 
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CALL TO CONFESSION 

Turning to God and following the light of Christ, 

let us in faith confess our sin and the sins of the world. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Holy God, 

we confess that we have wandered from your light. 

We follow paths of self-indulgence, 

instead of focusing on our need of you. 

We passively accept the suffering of the world, 

expecting others to stand up 

and work for the change we would like to see. 

 

Lord, in your strength, 

renew us and compel us by your invitation 

that we may work 

to pursue your justice and mercy for all people, 

sharing your light in ways great and small. 

 

(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

May the God of mercy, the Lord of strength, 

forgive you all your sins; 

and may the Holy Spirit keep you in new life. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  

let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  

with the peace and joy of Christ. 

Peace and joy be with you. 

And also with you. 
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The 183rd Annual Meeting of the 

Congregation is scheduled for Sun-

day, January 30
th

, directly  

following worship service. 
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GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 

*CLOSING HYMN “We Are One in the Spirit” [Bulletin p.11] 

  

BENEDICTION 

 

*SUNG BLESSING “Arise, Your Light Is Come!” [PH 411, v. 4] 

Arise, your light has come! 

The mountains burst in song! 

Rise up like eagles on the wing, 

God’s power will make us strong. 

 

 

POSTLUDE "Postlude" by Fr. Walczynski 
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*ACT OF PRAISE  "Sing of God Made Manifest" 

Sing of God made manifest 

On the cloud-capped mountain's crest, 

Where the Law and Prophets waned  

So that Christ alone remained: 

Glimpse of glory, pledge of grace, 

Given as Jesus set His face 

Towards the waiting cross and grave, 

Sign of hope that God would save. 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUUMINATION 

Saving God, source of our calling, 

your Word is full of power and glory. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 

so that we may receive your grace 

and live as your beloved children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. ~ Amen 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

SCRIPTURE 

Isaiah 61:1-3, 10-11 

The Good News of Deliverance 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

   because the Lord has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

   to bind up the broken-hearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

   and release to the prisoners; 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, 

   and the day of vengeance of our God; 

   to comfort all who mourn; 

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

   to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
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the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

   the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

   the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

   my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

   to spring up before all the nations. 

 

Luke 4:14-21 

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry 

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, 

and a report about him spread through all the surrounding  

country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised  

by everyone. 

 

The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went 

to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom.  He stood 

up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He 

unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

   because he has anointed me 

     to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

   and recovery of sight to the blind, 

     to let the oppressed go free, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 
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And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 

down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he 

began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.’ 

 

SERMON “A Vision to Light the Way”    

      Rev. Darren Utley 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION       "Wonderful Peace"  

 by W. G. Cooper, arr. by Dino Kartsonakis 

 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” [Bulletin p.10] 

 

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY "I Worship You, Almighty God"  

 by Sondra Corbett-Wood 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy  

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the  

power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen 

 

 


