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Sun., Jan. 15th 9:30AM 
10:40AM 

10:45AM 

Sunday Worship 
Fellowship 
Movie Day! 

Mon., Jan. 16th 9:00AM 

5:45PM 
Staff Meeting via Zoom 
RKYS Rehearsal 

Wed., Jan. 18th 12:00PM 

4:00PM 
Bible Study 
Food Pantry 

Sun., Jan. 22nd 9:30AM 
10:40AM 

10:45AM 

Sunday Worship 
Fellowship 
Trip to the Holy Land Presentation 

 

Heartfelt thoughts and prayers for the family and friends of Jordanna Gastrow; and for all who 
have recently lost loved ones, so that they know some peace and comfort during this difficult 
time.   
Healing prayers for Bill Blandford, Kay Mahl, Linnea Brooke, Dave Perkins, Vic Schubert, Don 
Tobias, Louise Shapley, Sandra Hopkins,  Mary Ralston, Marilyn MacCaughey, Leah Fisher,     
Karin Roach, Evelyn Vanderheyden, Mary Jane Johnston.  
Please pray for Andy Douglas—brother-in-law of Peggy Taylor, the family of Marilyn Jones—the 
mother of a lifelong friend of Ken Schacht, Mary—sister of Carrie Massey, Tim & Jan—family 
members of  Sheila Lawrence, Chuck & Lynn Lehmann, Shawna Lehmann (battling issues),  Amy 
Eastman Anderson, Allen—friend of Lisa Campbell, Linda—daughter of  Louise Shapley, Myndi—
cousin of Amy Schaal, Kenneth, Rebecca and Clint—friends of Autumn Eifert. 
Prayers for those in the service—Chad Lawrence (in Somalia), Col. Jay Brooke, Jared Smith,    
Jordan Smith, Nicholas Hansen, Evan Humphreys. 

  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF RACINE 
Sunday, January 15, 2023 



2 

 

 
 

Welcome to this sanctuary.  
Welcome to this time of worship and wonder.  

Welcome to this family of faith. 
 

We’re glad you’re here today and pray that your experience  
with us in worship is both challenging and uplifting! 

 
Our ushers are available to assist you as needed. 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, we invite you  

to visit our website.  There you will find out the ways to keep in touch,  
how we live our faith, our different partnerships and so much more.  

Our website address is:  www.firstpresracine.org 
 
 
 
*Please stand as you are able. 
[Bold type] indicates text to be spoken by the congregation. 
[Bold italic type] indicates song to be sung by the congregation. 

Today’s Service 
 

PASTOR — Rev. Darren Utley 
MUSICIANS — Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath, Pat Badger, Chancel Choir 

LITURGIST — Jenny Eastman 
GREETERS — Mac & Marilyn MacCaughey 
USHERS — Steve Simpson, Ken Schacht 

FELLOWSHIP — Dave & Ginny Holle 
BULLETIN — Theresa Revis 

Graphics Design — Shelley Maurer 
MEDIA TECH — Steve Comeau 
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With believers in every time and place, 
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 Adapted from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA 

 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY "Bless the Broken Road" by Marcus Hummon 
 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. ~ Amen 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. ~ Amen 

 
GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 
*CLOSING HYMN "God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me" [GtG 543, vs. 1-4] 
  
BENEDICTION 
 
*SUNG BLESSING  "God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me" [GtG 543, vs. 5] 

Christ in the eyes of all who see me, 
Christ in the ears who hear my voice, 

Christ in the hearts of all who know me: 
O Christ, surround me; 
O Christ, surround me. 

 
POSTLUDE "Postlude" by L. Bottazzo 
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SCRIPTURE 

Deuteronomy 29:1-6, 14-18 [Old Testament pg. 184] 
Matthew 3:1-12 [New Testament pg. 2] 

 
SERMON    “Preparation for Participation” 
 Rev. Darren Utley 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION "Word of God speak" by Bart Millard and Pete Kipley 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether” [GtG 529] 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe that God is the poet of the world, 
God is taking in all the sounds and silences, 
All the experiences of love and loss, suffering and solace, 
The best and worst of us. 
God is writing a new song in every moment. 
It includes us and calls us to turn and follow its rhythm. 
We believe that Jesus brought this poem to life 
We believe that the Spirit will guide us, 
Teach us its cadence, help us count out the time, 
And fill us with a song to sing. 
 
In a broken and fearful world  
the Spirit gives us courage 
to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Jenny Eastman 

Welcome! May you find God’s love, peace, grace, and joy as we worship today. 
 
PRELUDE "Andantino" by Ch. H. Rinck 
 Alejandro Alumbreros 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

In baptism God claims us  
and names us Beloved.  
In baptism Christ joins us  
to himself and to one another.  
In baptism the Spirit  
is poured out upon us.  
Remember your baptism and be thankful!  
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
*OPENING HYMN "Prepare the Way of the Lord" [GtG 95, 3-4x] 
 Alejandro Alumbreros, Mark Paffrath & Pat Badger 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Today we will hear John the Baptist call people to repent. Repent! We think of a call to 
catalog and confess all of our personal transgressions. Many of us will feel the judgment 
of the self-righteous. In John’s mother tongue, the call at the Jordan had a different  
meaning. John’s call is a communal one alerting the people to another future that is  
possible. Imagine being on a hike with a crowd of people and everyone is tired and 
thirsty. As you begin a steep climb someone cries out from the back telling everyone 
about a valley with abundant water and shade. This is John’s repent. Turn around and 
change your whole life direction, for God is drawing us toward a future where we live 
more fully as people of God’s promises and plans for this world. Knowing that even now 
God is calling each of us and all of us together to turn and face the onrushing future of a 
fuller experience of all that is good and right, let us go to God in prayer.  
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of profound promises and plans for the world 
Sometimes we catch a glimpse of your future of shalom 
     When we are reconciled with friends and family 
     When we catch a glimpse of how we might share resources 
     When people of different races, religions and nations come together for good. 
Even so, we are often too stubborn to seek forgiveness 
     We are reluctant to turn from the path of violence and harm  
     Stockpiling insults and indiscretions in our relationships 
     While we do the same with weapons and wealth in our nations. 
God of the new creation, God of the new earth 
Send your prophets again to us in whatever way you can 
Help us to hear the call of the new thing you are doing 
Help us to turn toward your future  
Help us to experience the pull of your Spirit 
     Leading us down paths of peace 
     Drawing us deeper into your presence and purpose 
     Revealing in, among and through us your goodness and glory. 
Change our whole lives around  
so that we may be swept up 
into the coming of your kingdom among us. 

 
(Let us continue to pray in silence.) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, when we consider all that God desires for us and for this world alongside the 
paths we chose as individuals, nations and all humanity, it is easy to see the need for  
a call to repent – it is easy to see why there are so many scenes of judgement in the 
scriptures. To paraphrase the philosopher Alfred North Whitehead, “God is the poet of 
the world, with tender patience leading it by a vision of truth, beauty and goodness.” 
Even now, the love of God is taking the chaotic jumble of misplaced words and syllables 
that are our lives and rewriting with great attention and intention the lyrics of a new 
world that we are invited to sing. 
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PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community, the Church,  
let us greet one another, in whatever way we can,  
with the peace and joy of Christ. 
Peace and joy be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
*ACT OF PRAISE  “Will You Come and Follow Me” [GtG 726, vs. 1] 

Will you come and follow me 
If I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know 
And never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 
Will you let my name be known, 

Will you let my life be grown 
In you and you in me? 

 
CHANCEL CHOIR "All Glory, Love and Power to Thee" by L.v. Beethoven 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
As you have done, 
for thousands of years, 
when we have lost our way 
turned away, 
Lord speak to us. 
Use the words of scripture, 
through the voice of the preacher, 
to open our ears, 
and our hearts to your promises. 
Reveal to us the coming of your kingdom 
Prepare the way 
For us to see and know 
Prepare the way 
For us to turn and follow. 

 


