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First Presbyterian Church 
501 First Street, S.E.,  Moultrie, Georgia 31768 
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Sunday Worship at 11 a.m.       

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are lonely and need friendship,             

to all who are glad and would serve others, to all who are complacent and need disturbing,                                                 
to all who sin and need a Savior, this Church opens wide its door in the name of Christ, and bids you welcome. 

Moving Forward 

I might not need to remind you that I like car racing; and I like driving cars.  Since I really can’t race on a city 
street, Lee (my wife) registered me to attend a day of racing school at Road Atlanta on one of my birthdays.  It was 
– A GREAT PRESENT!  Of course, the idea was to learn racing skills that would help us move forward around the 
track as fast as we could while driving safely and averting disaster.  Much like the advice to wear a mask during 
these Covid days, we were required to wear a helmet whenever we were in a car – whether a driver or passenger. 

Although, I never really got it, one of the skills that they tried to teach us was how to drive with one foot on the 
gas pedal and the other operating both the brake AND a clutch.  (Most vehicles now shift gears with an automatic 
transmission, but in those where the driver changes the gears a clutch has to be operated while shifting or the vehi-
cle makes a horrible noise.).  We were taught to keep our feet on all the pedals at all times because driving was a 
busy business with constant changes; plus we needed to be ready for any situation. 

Right now, church life feels like that.  

We just celebrated Rally Day.  What an exciting day it was for everyone who was able to be here.  People of all 
ages gathered for food (communion and a cookout), fellowship, and fun.  We even offered communion for those 
who participated via our livestream.  Rally Day usually marks the beginning of our programs in the Fall season.  
And there have been programs, all reflective of our efforts to move forward. 

In the last few weeks we have started new church school classes, youth and children’s programs and activities, 
small groups, WATCH (which includes a few courses you might find interesting), and a variety of groups that plan 
to meet monthly.  Check out our regular communication formats, or contact Nick Rebbe or the church office, for 
more information about these.  We are also preparing for our annual (until Covid) Rise Against Hunger food pack-
ing day (10/3 at 2 p.m.), and our Missions dinner (10/10 at Noon) as we move forward. 

Having pressed the gas pedal we are moving forward with our church ministries and programs.  We are also 
moving forward with our other foot on the brake; and as much as we might want to rush out into the future, we still 
need to remember that the current Covid conditions mean we continue to travel along some dangerous paths.   

That being the case, as my instructors taught us for that day of racing school, our moving forward does entail 
certain risks.  Therefore, we will need to operate within limits that provide for everyone’s safety and we’ll need to 
continue to be prepared for anything.  We may need to change course, swerve around obstacles at a moment’s no-
tice, exit the track or even come to a complete stop depending on the situation.  The Session has agreed to be re-
sponsible for setting our speed and our course as we move forward. 

      Please keep them in your prayers as they lead this congregation during this time.  As you feel 
comfortable, I hope you will participate in some of the many ministries we are doing as we move 
forward. 

Grace and peace, 

Brad   
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Announcements 
JOIN US FOR SUNDAY: 10 a.m. classes & devotional and 11 a.m. worship service 

Monday, September 20 at 5:30 p.m.  CORNERSTONE’S ANNIVERSARY DINNER 

Tuesday, September 21 at 5:30 p.m.  SESSION MEETING 

Wednesday, September 22 at 5:30 p.m.  WATCH SUPPER 

Thursday, September 23 at 11 a.m. CORNERSTONE’S LUNCH ON THE ROAD *NEW DATE* 

Mark your calendars for these two Missions-related events in October. 

SUNDAY, OCT. 3, 2021 AT 2 P.M. – CONGREGATION PACKING MEALS FOR RISE AGAINST HUNGER 

THE MISSIONS DINNER HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY, OCT. 10, 2021 at NOON 

CYPP Training  
There will be a CYPP certification training 

on Sept. 21 at 6:30 p.m. Those needing to be 

recertified or looking to volunteer with kids 

or youth will need to attend one of these 

nights. Please RSVP with Nick at 

dcefirstpresmoultrie@gmail.com.   

Helping Hands Collection Box 
From July through September,  First Presbyterian 
Church is collecting new toys and books – they do not 
have enough volunteers to clean used ones - and 
small blankets for the  Children's Cheer (Christmas) 
Toy Shoppe.  Put your donations in the large cream-colored box 
in the Fellowship Hall.  The Toy Shoppe serves around 2000 chil-

dren each year, including those in foster care. 

 

Dear Friends,                                                                                    
Laura Johnson and I are delighted to serve as your Stewardship 
Chairman and Co-Chair this year. Please mark your calendar for 
Commitment Sunday, November 7, and come “Be a Part of the 
Plan!” In the coming weeks, you will receive a pledge card in the 
mail, but they will also be available at the church. Beginning in          
October, we look forward to sharing with you why stewardship is 
important to us and to many others. Help us celebrate the great 
changes and exciting time in our church history and be a part of          
the plan to move forward to an even brighter future!                                    

Beth Bates and Laura Perry Johnson 

COMMIT & BE A PART OF THE PLAN 

MFPC Treasurer’s Report 

Month of AUG: 2021 2020 

Receipts $31,316 $41,545 

Expenses ($60,602) ($50,203) 

Net Income/Loss ($29,286) ($8,658) 

Year to Date:  

Receipts $403,855 $394,937 

Expenses ($370,408) ($361,483) 

Net Income/Loss $33,447 $33,454 
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FLORAL DISPLAYS TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND ... 
August 8th & 15th, we had some COVID-related issues with the flowers. Aug. 8, 2021, the flowers were originally intended to be placed in loving 

memory of Mr. and Mrs. J.L. “Fussy” Blanton and  Mr. and Mrs. Gene H.  Studebaker from Larry and Susan Blanton. 

The flowers Aug. 22, 2021 

were placed  

in the sanctuary  

in Celebration of our Children,  

Tripp and Audrey Peters  

by their parents  

Rebecca and John Peters. 

Aug. 29, 2021, the flowers  

were given in honor of  

Thomas N. Whiddon.  

Music brings God’s  

people together, 

from Brooks and  

Janet Sheldon. 

**** VOLUNTEERS NEEDED **** 
First Presbyterian will be a packing site for Rise Against Hunger on Oct. 3 beginning at 2:00. Approximately 50-75 vol-
unteers are needed to pack 10,000 meals.  Other churches in the Southern Cluster of the Presbytery have been invited 
to participate, but the majority of the volunteers will come from our church.  We need help unloading the truck at 

12:30 and setting up tables.  Beginning at 2:00, volunteers will be needed to 
weigh and measure rice and soy meal which can be done while sitting.  Runners 
are needed to take packaged meals from the tables to the boxing station.  There 
is literally a job for everyone no matter your age or ability. The length of time 
depends on the number of volunteers, usually 3-4 hours.  There is a sign-up 
sheet in the church office and in the Fellowship Hall.  This is a great opportuni-
ty to be the hands and feet of Christ to feed the world.  Please be a part of this 
worthwhile project.   

We had a wonderful time at Rally Day. Thank you to every-

one that came, and for all who donated to our Shoes for the 

Souls Drive. We collected three large bags of shoes to benefit 

the needy!  

Sept. 5, 2021, the flowers 

were in memory of our   

 father Lee Chastain and  

in honor of our mother  

Bea Chastain, from Bill, 

 Robbie, James, John, David 

 and Joe Chastain. 

The flowers Sept. 12, 2021 

 were placed in memory of  

Evelyn Vereen 

 and in honor of  

Jerry Vereen’s  

81st birthday,  

from the family. 

RALLY DAY 2021 
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Return Services Requested 

What a great Rally Day!!!  Everyone enjoyed donuts, coffee, milk, and juice at 10:00.  The children enjoyed 
the bouncy house and games, despite the heat.  At noon, everyone was served hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, 

brownies, and cookies.  I would like to say a special thanks to Nick Rebbe for planning this event.  I would 
give another great big thanks to Patrick Bius and Paul Herndon for grilling all of the hamburger patties and 
wieners.  Thanks to Patrick for taking out the trash cans in the fellowship hall.                                                       

What a way to start our new year. 
 
WATCH MEALS 
MENU for SEPTEMBER 22, 2O21 
EVERYONE: Oven Fried Chicken, White Peas, Creamed Corn, Harvard Beets, Rolls, Sliced Tomatoes 

DESSERTS: Heath Bar Brownie Trifle, Strawberry Trifle, Cookies, Ice Cream 
 
MENU for SEPTMBER 29, 2021 
EVERYONE:  Spaghetti, Lasagna, Garlic Bread, Greek Salad 
DESSERTS: Four Layered Chocolate Dessert, Lemon Lush, Cookies, Ice Cream 

 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
God promises us joy each step of the way through our life if we choose to depend on Him.  We need to ask 
Him daily to show us how to share the happiness in our life. 
 

In Christ,                                                                                                                                                                       
Faye  


