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About Those Good Gifts . . .  

Over the last few weeks, I’ve been leading a group of folks through a couple of questionnaires that are 
designed to help them discover their “spiritual gifts.”  Gifts of the Holy Spirit are not new, nor are they 
something that Presbyterians talk about much.   

We might say that someone is “gifted,” when we recognize a skill or talent that seems to come natural-
ly and enables them to excel in some area that make many of us wonder how these gifted people can do 
such things. 

These gifts of the Holy Spirit are similar, but not exactly like that.   

I said these gifts are not new.  They are biblical.  The Church of Jesus Christ has recognized these for 
centuries now.  Those who have participated in this spiritual gifts study while at WATCH have been intro-
duced to the Apostle Paul’s discussions about these gifts in Romans 12, I Corinthians 12-14, and                  
Ephesians 4.  In these sections of scripture, Paul lists around two dozen of these that the people of God re-
ceive as God’s gracious gifts.  I invite you to read through these passages. 

The gifts that God gives are different than those “gifts” or natural talents that we often speak of, like 
being fast or incredibly smart or adept as an artist or musician.  The gifts that the Holy Spirit distributes are 
talents, abilities, skills, maybe aptitudes is the best word, given to us not so much for our own blessing, but 
so the whole community of God’s people will be blessed.  You’ll find the gifts listed in these Bible read-
ings to be the kind of aptitudes that will hardly do an individual any real service; but they can benefit a 
group in powerful ways. 

Throughout his discussions about spiritual gifts, Paul consistently directs the Christians reading these 
letters to see that there are many gifts and many different types of people who follow Jesus, but despite all 
the diversity they are united as one people in Christ Jesus. 

They have all received these gifts by God’s grace.  God gives gifts to individuals to bring to the com-
munity of Christians so that everyone benefits and the body of Christ is built up.  Even as Paul acknowl-
edges these gifts and rejoices in the grace of God that bestows them upon the members of the body, there is 
still something more important. 

For all their differences, for all their diversity, for all their challenges and conflicts, for all their misun-
derstandings and frustrations, the body of Christ and all its people are still brought together and held to-
gether by the Love of Jesus Christ.  A love that is patient and kind, not selfish or rude or arrogant.  A love 
that seeks to understand with mercy and compassion.  A love that encourages what is best in us, and con-
fronts what is the worst of us.  A love that offers forgiveness and redemption.  This is not new.  Yet, it is 
still relevant. 

Your gifts are evident to me, and it’s exciting to hear about them and see them in action.  Paul states 
that the greatest gift of them all, however, is Love. 

In recent weeks my family, like so many others, has been the recipient of your gifts and mostly your 
gift of Love.  I expect that we will feel more of that in the weeks to come.  For that, and on behalf of my-
self, Lee and others in my family,  please know how grateful we are for the gifts of God that you have re-

ceived; and the gifts that you have proved yourselves to be to us. 

 

In Christ, 

Brad 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

501 First Street, S.E.,  Moultrie, Georgia 31768             

www.moultriefirstpres.com 

Sunday Worship at 11 a.m.      Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-5 and Friday 9-4 
To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are lonely and need friendship,                                       

to all who are glad and would serve others, to all who are complacent and need disturbing, to all who sin and need a Savior,                  
this Church opens wide its door in the name of Christ, and bids you welcome. 

REMEMBER THE MISSIONS  

DINNER THIS SUNDAY 
12 noon - 1:00 p.m. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2022  

Menu: Fried Chicken, Creamed Corn, Green Beans, Roll, 

Peach Cobbler 

Those who have purchased tickets are supporting the  

Fellowship for Disadvantaged Peoples in Bangladesh  

which assists needy people of the  

Ridgebury District through library access,  

educational training, evangelism and discipleship.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Thursday, September 15 at 6 p.m.   SESSION MEETING --- Tonight 

Saturday, September 17    YOUTH FELLOWSHIP – COLUMBUS TRIP 

Sunday, September 18 after church MISSIONS DINNER 

Monday, September 19 at NOON  CORNERSTONES MEETING 

Monday, September 19 at 6 p.m. YOUNG  FAMILY SPAGHETTI SUPPER AT THE LASSETER’S 

Wed. & Thurs., September 21 & 22 at 10 a.m.  FIRE DEPT. VISITS PRESCHOOL 

Wednesday, September 21 at 5:30 p.m.  WATCH SUPPER/YOUTH SVC. HERO HOUSE 

Saturday, September 24 at NOON YOUNG FAMILY FATHER/SON DAY-TIFTON 

Tuesday, September 27 at Noon   CONGREGATIONAL CARE MEETING 

Wednesday, September 28 at 5:30 p.m.  WATCH SUPPER 

Thursday, September 29 at 11 a.m.   CORNERSTONES LUNCH ON THE ROAD 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER FOOD-PACKING EVENT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2 AT 2 P.M.  

This year’s Presbytery packing sites: First (Albany,) First (Bainbridge,) First (Columbus,)                    

First (Warner Robins,) and Trinity (Valdosta.) 

Let us know if you are interested in carpooling to Bainbridge or riding the bus to Valdosta with 

other MFPC members. Call 229-985-3158. 

http://www.moultriefirstpres.com


            Cornerstones Fall Schedule 

Monday, September 19 MEETING at NOON   

Thursday, September 29 at 11 a.m.  LUNCH ON THE ROAD 

Saturday, October 15 at 11 a.m. – TRIP TO SEE THE PLAY “SWAMP GRAVY” in Colquitt, GA 

Monday, October 17 MEETING at NOON   

Thursday, October 27 at 11 a.m.  LUNCH ON THE ROAD 

Card Players have switched to the first three Thursdays of the month at 1 p.m., skipping Lunch on the Road days. 

Helping Hand Collections 

For the TOY SHOPPE  

First Presbyterian Church is collecting new 

books and toys through the end of this month – 

they do not have enough volunteers to clean 

used ones - and small blankets for the Chil-

dren’s Cheer (Christmas) Toy Shoppe.  Put your 

donations in the large cream-colored box in the 

Fellowship Hall.  The Toy Shoppe serves around 

2000 children each year, including those in fos-

ter care. 

2023 FLOWER CHART 

Holly Beard is working on the flower 

chart for 2023. If you are interested in 

a particular Sunday, please call or text 

her at 229-798-0669.  

Dates will be  

first come,  

first serve.   
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Return Services Requested 

Wow, can you believe that September is half gone?  Things are busy around the church.  I would still like for 
you to come to dinner on Wednesday.  Call or email the church office and make a reservation 
(firstpresmoultrie@gmail.com).  I would like to give a BIG thanks to Click Peters, Debbie Peters, and Roscoe 
Stallings for helping Bonnie and me.  They have graciously lent a hand in taking out the trash after dinner.  We 
have been short a worker and surely do appreciate their willingness to help.  THANKS!!!!! 
 
MENU for SEPTEMBER 21, 2022 
REGULAR: Meat Loaf, Creamed Potatoes, Rutabagas, Butter  Beans, Rolls/Cornbread, Autumn Fruit 
Salad 
DIET: Baked Chicken, Steamed Vegetables, Salad Bar  
CHILDREN: Pizza, Chips 
DESSERTS: Lemon Lush, Chocolate Delight, Cookies, Ice Cream  
 
MENU for SEPTEMBER 28, 2022 
REGULAR: Oven Fr ied Chicken, Hash Brown Casserole, Garden Peas, Rolls, Car rot Apple Salad  
DIET: Baked Chicken, Steamed Vegetables, Salad Bar  
CHILDREN: Corn Dogs, Fr ies 
DESSERTS: Rich Banana Pudding, Baked Fudgy Pudding, Cookies, Ice Cream  
 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Some people refer to busyness as a bad thing.  The truth is that busyness is a natural outcome of health and    
prosperity.  There are times when I feel too busy but when I am unable to be busy that bothers me.  Busyness 
can be a blessing if we are busy with the right things.  Give thanks for the chance to be busy---doing good. 
 
In Christ,                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Faye  


