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Be a Part of the Plan 

 “Be a Part of the Plan.”  That’s the theme for the stewardship program for our congregation this year.  For a 
few weeks, we will be attending to this concept of stewardship and what it means to be Christian stewards of the 
gifts that we have received from God.   

 Perhaps you won’t be surprised to hear that you’re going to hear about money and wealth, about contributions 
and giving, about personnel, programs, and budgets.  I won’t beat around the bush.  The primary purpose for con-
ducting a stewardship campaign is to secure pledges from those who call First Presbyterian in Moultrie their church 
home in order to fund the ministries and missions that we believe God is calling us to do. 

 Financial stewardship is an important part of our overall Christian discipleship, but it is only one part.  While 
focusing on stewardship in these next few weeks, we will give appropriate attention to some other ways in which 
we practice stewardship as we follow Jesus. 

 Please note that important word, “WE.”  It will be a consistent companion on this stewardship journey.  In fact, 
WE is one of the most important words that WE have in our Christian vocabulary, because WE are the people of 
God (the Saints of God at First Presbyterian in Moultrie, as Deb Tregaskis, our presbytery’s Executive Presbyter 
refers to us) in this place.  WE are all a part of this community as WE participate in this church’s life.  

I believe that part of what God has called me here to proclaim is to remind us (as much as is necessary) that WE 
are all a part of God’s plan for this congregation and its ministry now and as WE work to prepare this church for a 
future beyond what We can see right now.  Whether WE know it or not, WE are all part of the plan that God has for 
this church.  I want everyone to know that.  On behalf of those who serve on this year’s stewardship committee, 
especially our co-chairs – Beth Bates and Laura Perry Johnson, WE want to express to you our hope that everyone 
in this congregation will know that you are a part of that plan.  That you have something worth contributing.  Yes, 
that means through your financial support, but it goes far beyond that. 

There is a verse from Jeremiah that is often used to remind people that we are never far from God and that our 
life is still guided by God’s strong and compassionate hand. 

“For surely I know the plans that I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give 
you a future with hope.”                                                                                                                Jeremiah 29:11 

More often than not, however, this verse is removed from its context.  The prophet Jeremiah shares these words 
with the people of Israel after the nation’s most tragic moment.  The nation has been conquered, Jerusalem was de-
stroyed, and the people were taken prisoner and marched to Babylon where they lived in exile for 70 years. Into this 
situation, the prophet issues this promise that God will restore the fortunes of the people and return them to their 
homeland. 

We have all been through some trying times over the last several years – personally and in our communities of 
faith.  As stewards of our faith, WE can trust that God has always been present with us.  With faith in God’s prom-
ises, we are somehow able to continue believing that God has been working through these events for our welfare 
even in ways that we might not have been able to see.  WE can even believe, for reasons WE can see and others 
beyond our knowing that, in God’s providence, I have been led to you and you to me.   

Warning:  I do not have all the answers to your questions.  I will not pretend to walk in the door with THE 
PLAN that will fix everything.  And please remember this:  I am your pastor; NOT your savior.   

But, I do believe God has called me here to help guide this congregation as WE seek to discern the way that 
God is calling us to go as WE seek to live into the purposes of God for each of you and for this 
congregation.  In due time, WE will develop more specific plans charting out that path.  WE 
will do this together, and WE will all have something important to contribute as WE seek to be 
the people of God in this place for such a time as this. 

Come and be a part of the plan; because WE already are. 

In Christ, 

Brad 



First Presbyterian Church 
501 First Street, S.E.,  Moultrie, Georgia 31768 

www.moultriefirstpres.com 

To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are lonely and need friendship, to all who are 
glad and would serve others, to all who are complacent and need disturbing, to all who sin and need a Savior, this Church 

opens wide its door in the name of Christ, and bids you welcome. 

Announcements 
Sunday, October 10 at 8:30 a.m.  DEACON’S MEETING 

Sunday, October 10 at 12 noon  MISSIONS DINNER 

Monday, October 11 at 7 p.m. PW EVENING CIRCLE 

Monday, October 12 at 10 a.m. PW MORNING CIRCLE 

Tuesday, October 12 at 6:30 p.m. THEOLOGY ON TAP 

Wednesday, October 13 at 5:30 p.m.  WATCH SUPPER 

Thursday, October 14 at 11 am  CORNERSTONE'S LUNCH ON THE ROAD 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

CIRCLE SCHEDULE 

The Evening Circle will meet Monday,            

Oct. 11 at 7 p.m. at the home of Shir ley 

Chandler, 135 Southlake Drive. The group 

will be studying the Book of James.  

The Morning Circle will meet                                            

Tuesday, Oct. 12 at 10 a.m. in the                          

Vereen Parlor. The morning circle will be 

studying Psalm 91.                                                  

Debbie Peters will be hostess.  

All Presbyterian women are invited to join us for 

Bible study and fellowship. Meetings are contingent 

on COVID protocols at the time.     

GREAT TURNOUT 

FOR RISE AGAINST 

HUNGER PACKING 

EVENT! We packed 10,000 

meals in less than two hours last 

Sunday afternoon. Thank you 

to all who participated, those 

who organized ahead of time 

and cleaned up afterwards.  

http://www.moultriefirstpres.com


Helping Hands  
From now through the end of the year, First 
Presbyterian Church is collecting food for 
the Food Bank. This is the 
time of year when the 
demand is the highest. 
Please put any non-
perishable foods – and 
toilet paper also - in the 
large cream-colored 
Helping Hands box in 
the Fellowship Hall.          

Peanut butter, anyone?  

 

Young Family Trip to Atlanta 
October 2nd, the Young 

Family Group went to           

Atlanta for a Braves game.  

On September 19th Ben Perry, 

grandson of Julie Strickland, 

celebrated achievement of his 

Eagle Scout Rank with friends 

and family in a ceremony at 

the Scout Lodge in Fairhope, 

AL. Photo above, Ben with his 

mom Alicia Strickland Perry. 

Did you know … ? 
With online and smart phone bank-

ing apps, you have another option 

for an easy way to streamline your 

giving to the church — no need for 

a checkbook! As you set up your 

payment profiles online or in your 

bank’s phone app, add the church’s 

name and address to your list. With a few 

clicks, you can have the bank send your pledge 

or tithe directly to the church.  

First Presbyterian Church of Moultrie 

501 First St. S.E., Moultrie GA 31768   

229-985-3158 
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Return Services Requested 

The past six weeks have been extremely busy for me with Bonnie out. Hopefully she will be returning to 
work next week with some restrictions. I, for one, will be extremely happy for her return. 

 
MENU for OCTOBER 13, 2021 
Sausage Patties, Link Sausage, Bacon, Scrambled Eggs, Grits, Biscuits, 
DESSERTS: Sweet Rolls, Jellies, Syrup, Honey, Juice 
 
OCTOBER 20, 2021 
EXPO WEEK--NO WATCH MEAL 
 
MENU for OCTOBER 27, 2021 
Chili, Hot Dogs, Stewed Apples, Slaw, Chips 
DESSERTS: Pumpkin Bars, Mississippi Mud Pie, Cookies, Ice Cream 
 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
When we pray, we must remember God doesn't always give us what we want. He will always give us what 

He wants.  All we have to do is ask, believing. 
 
In Christ,                                                                                                                                                                  
Faye  


