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“Give Thanks to God” 

 

My dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

So, now we come to that point in my ministry among you that I have been constantly pushing off into the 
back of my mind …the time to say “Good-bye!”  As you read this message, Belva and I will be loading a        
U-Haul Trailer, preparing to make the journey back to Diamondhead, MS.   

Saying “Good-bye” is hard enough as it is.  The impact of COVID-19 makes it even that much more diffi-
cult.  With the nature of the virus and the manner in which it is transmitted, we will not be able to have a so-
cial event with meal and fellowship together.  But, as we all know, the inconvenience of not being able to 
gather as we would choose, does not reflect what resides in our hearts.  And that leads me to the point to tell 
you what resides in my heart, …you do! …our family here at Moultrie First Presbyterian.  This is true for 
both Belva and me! 

Belva and I knew full well that we were taking a risk to come to Moultrie to serve as your Interim Pastor.  
I say that we “took the risk,” because Belva and I both knew that when we said “Yes” to your call, we would 
come with open hearts and minds to join you as members of this wonderful Southwest Georgia community.  
That is simply who we are!  We go all in! …and when we opened our hearts, you entered in, and we fell in 
love!   

Living and working along side you in Moultrie is among the greatest privileges in our life time.  We will 
always cherish the wonderful relationships we have built with you, and we will remember you fondly.  There 
is a part of me that wishes very much that I could continue on in the work we are doing together.  These are 
challenging times that demand younger souls with new energy and imagination to strategize as to how to car-
ry forth the Gospel of Jesus Christ into the rapidly changing environments of this world.  I fully believe God 
is even now equipping you with the resources you need to be the church Moultrie needs in the years ahead. 

As for now, Belva and I will say “Good-bye!”  Over the years I have learned that when we say “Good-
bye” we open the door to the wonderful possibility, …and in our case as people of faith, …the wonderful 
probability of saying “Hello!” again, down the road.   

In closing, I am mindful of the Apostle Paul’s powerfully personal words to the church he loved so deeply 
in Thessalonica: 

“Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Je-
sus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering 
before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Je-
sus Christ.  For we know, brothers and sisters, beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our mes-
sage of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake.”  

(1 Thessalonins 1:1-5) 

 

And so, it is with Belva and me!  We will always give thanks to God for all of you!  The 
grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you always, to the end of this age, and 
beyond,  

 

Dr. G. 

 



October 25th is Scottish Heritage/Reformation Sunday 
On Oct. 31, 1517 Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the door of the All Saints Church 

in Wittenberg, Germany. This act is marked as the beginning of what would become the Protestant 

Reformation. Luther’s main criticism of the Catholic Church was the practice of selling indulgences in 

order to acquire one’s freedom from God’s punishment of sin. Luther believed that true repentance 

could not be bought or worked for, but was freely available to all who believed in Jesus Christ as Lord and 

Savior, through God’s grace.  

Some years later John Knox brought Reformation theology to Scotland from Switzerland where John Calvin was 

leading the Reformation. The Church of Scotland was established using a new representative system of government 

utilizing presbyters or elders.  This later became the Presbyterian Church in America.  In Scotland, the church is 

referred to as the “kirk.” The Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans is the blessing of the families by the church and is a Scottish-

American tradition often accompanied by a bagpipe  (Reformation Sunday Lunch is cancelled) 

Announcements 
Sunday, October 25 at 10 a.m.  ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL one class in Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, October 25 at 11 a.m. SCOTTISH HERITAGE/REFORMATION SUNDAY                                          

and the 25th will also be DR. RICHARD T. GILLESPIE’S LAST SUNDAY AT MFPC 

Reformation Lunch is cancelled for Oct. 25th 

Mark these important dates on your calendar: 

Sunday, November 1 at 10 a.m. CHILDREN’S MINISTRY BEGINS 

Sunday, November 1 at 11 a.m. WORSHIP & 5 p.m.  REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 

Sunday, November 1 at 6 p.m. TRANSFORM YOUTH MINISTRY BEGINS (grades 9-12) 

Wednesday, November 4 at 6:30 p.m. IGNITE YOUTH MINISTRY BEGINS (grades 6-8) 

First Presbyterian Church 
501 First Street, S.E.,   

Moultrie, Georgia 31768 

www.moultriefirstpres.com 

 

To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are lonely and need friendship,  

to all who are glad and would serve others, to all who are complacent and need disturbing,  

to all who sin and need a Savior, this Church opens wide its door in the name of Christ, and bids you welcome. 

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans and Blessing of Families 
     Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans is a ceremony in which tartans representing the different Scottish clans are 

presented for a blessing.  In essence, it’s the blessing of the families. First Presbyterian will conduct a 

kirkin’ during worship on October 25.   

     Church members are invited to bring a quilt, blanket, or other family heirloom for the Roll Call of 
Families.   You can place the quilt on the back of your seat and then stand to answer the roll call.  You 
are urged to bring your quilt by 10:00 a.m. Sunday morning so everyone can walk -through the sanctu-
ary prior to worship to view the quilts.  Be sure to put your family name, name of person who made the 
item and the year it was made.   

http://www.moultriefirstpres.com


    2021 FLOWER SCHEDULE 

Holly Beard is working on the  flower chart for 2021. 

If you are interested in a particular Sunday, please 

call or text her at 229-798-0669.                                                   

Dates will be first come, first serve. 

JOB OPENING  
We are currently seeking a fun, energetic, and capable 

person with a passion for working with children to be-

come our new Teachers Aid! This person will serve 

alongside our Preschool Teachers Monday-Thursday 

mornings (9 a.m.-Noon), as well as be responsible for 

facilitating the Fun Fridays Program (8 a.m.-2 p.m.). If 

you are interested and would like more information or 

know someone that would be a good fit for this role, 

please email the Director of Family Ministries at 

dcefirstpresmoultrie@gmail.com or call 229-985-3158. 

Please keep us in your prayers as we search for a new 

member of our team!  

REV. JERRY LITTLE WILL BE OUR NEW                                  

INTERIM PASTOR BEGINNING NOVEMBER 1 

The Session has signed a contract with Rev. Jerry Little to begin November 1 as our new short

-term interim pastor. He will be travelling from Bainbridge to be with us in Moultrie a couple of 

days each week and will be leading worship on Sundays while the PNC continues to look for a 

pastor.  

Jerry Little was born in Charlotte, North Carolina but spent most of his growing-up years in 

Belzoni. Mississippi. He attended Mississippi Delta Community College and earned his AA de-

gree in 1965.  Afterwards he received a BS degree in 1968 from Belhaven College.  He played basketball and tennis for 

these schools.  For his preparation in Christian ministry he received Master of Divinity degree from Reformed Theologi-

cal Seminary and a Doctor of Ministry degree from Louisville Theological Seminary in Kentucky.  

He was ordained into the Presbyterian Church US in July 1972.  Soon after, he and his wife accepted a call to the St. 

Andrews Presbyterian Church of Belize City in Belize, C.A.  After five years, he and his family returned and served the 

Central Presbyterian Church of Meridian Mississippi until 1981.  Then God called them to develop a new church in 

Leesburg, Florida where they remained for nearly nineteen years.  He also ministered in Pensacola and Naples, Florida.  

Later he served First Presbyterian Church of Bainbridge, Georgia for 13 years.  He is honorably retired but served as in-

terim pastor of Christ Presbyterian Church in Tallahassee. His pastimes include fly-fishing, tennis, and basketball.   He is 

married to Beverly Everett of Mobile, Alabama and they have three sons, Sam, Michael and Joel. Sam and Michael are 

both married with children and live in Washington, DC and Jacksonville, Florida respectively.  

Congregational Meeting Results 
Chas Cannon, Thomas Coleman, Diane Herndon, Richard 

Garcia and Terry Turner were elected as Ruling Elders. 

Four will serve as the class of 2023 and the fifth will serve 

out a recently vacated spot in the class of 2021. The 2023 

Deacons elected were: Beth Cannon, Connie Fritz, Patty 

June and Elizabeth Strickland. The proposed changes to 

church by-laws were passed. 

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 
Sunday, Nov. 1 at 5 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

At our annual Remembrance Service, candles will 
be lit in memory of those who have passed on to the 
church triumphant. This is also a time to remember 
those who have passed that made an impact on your 
faith journey. It is not just for those who have passed 
away in the last year. 

As each name is spoken, a candle will be it and a 

bell will be chimed.  In our Reformed theological tra-

dition, the lighting of a candle signifies the light of 

Christ in the life of each of those who is named. The 

chiming of the bell signifies the presence of the Holy 

Spirit with them now in death, even as the same Spirit 

dwells with us in life.  Please join us for this very 

moving service, a touching tribute to those who have 

gone before us. 

Due to Covid protocols, one person will announce 
all the names.  Attendees will be asked to complete a 
card giving their name, the name of the person for 
whom they will be lighting a candle and why they are 

lighting the candle.  
The cards will be 
handed to the 
speaker who will 
announce the 
names as the at-
tendees light the 
candles.   
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Return Services Requested 

Liturgy Schedule 

November 1 

Beth Sheahan 

 
November 8 

Elizabeth Strickland 

 
November 15 

Thomas Coleman 

 
November 22 

Henry Klar 

 
November 29 

Gary Lodge 

**************** 

Let Penny know if you need a substitute  

229-985-3158 

CHRISTMAS BOXES 
The Mission Committee voted for MFPC to participate in Operation 
Christmas Child a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an international re-
lief organization this year. Their mission is to provide local partners 
(pastors) around the world with shoeboxes filled with small toys, 
hygiene items, and school supplies as a means of reaching out to 
children in their own communities with the Good News of Jesus 
Christ, shipping them to children outside the US affected by war, 
poverty, natural disaster, famine, and disease, and to children living 
on Native American reservations in the U.S. The church has plastic 
shoeboxes available. Take as many shoeboxes as you will fill.  (You 
will need to make a $9/box donation for shipping costs online to 
SP.  Details are available online or in the church office).  The dead-

line is Nov. 22, but earlier is better. Make this a family project!  

Helping Hands: Food Bank 
From now through the end of the year, First Presbyterian 

Church is collecting food for the Food Bank.  This is the time 

of year when the demand is the highest. Please put any non-

perishable foods – and toilet paper also  - in the large 

cream-colored Helping Hands box in the Fellowship Hall. 

Peanut butter, anyone? 


