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Congregational Meeting:  

Election of Officers and Manual of Operations Update 
 

This coming Sunday, October 18th, there will be a Congregational Meeting immediately following the 
11:00 a.m. service of worship.  In order to convene this meeting, we must have a quorum of 10% of the 
active church membership, 304 members.  Thus, we must have 30 active members present to proceed.  The 
purpose of the meeting is to: 
 

1) Elect 4 Ruling Elders and 4 Deacons to serve in the officer classes of 2023.  Our Congregational Nomi-
nating Committee presents to you the following slate of five members whose names they put in nomination 
for Ruling Elder: 
 

Chas Cannon, Thomas Coleman, Richard Garcia, Diane Herndon, Terry Turner. 
 

 The Nominating Committee also presents the following slate of 3 names for the office of Deacon: 
 

Beth Cannon, Connie Fritz, Elizabeth Strickland 
  

 The election of Ruling Elders and Deacons will be done each independent of the other, and nomina-
tions may be made from the floor of the meeting.  If you wish to make an additional nomination from the 
floor, please be certain the person you nominate is a member of the church in good standing, and will be 
willing to serve if elected. 
 

2) The second item of business on the agenda is for the congregation to act on Session’s recommendation 
to update MFPC’s Manual of Operations.  The updates we will be acting upon can be found on the 
church’s website by scrolling down on the homepage (www.moultriefirstpres.com) or drop by the office 
and ask for a copy of the by-law changes.  Essentially, the first update clarifies when the two-yearly con-
gregational meetings will be, and the purpose of each meeting.  The second update makes that which was 
previously stated as “Guidelines” for the Congregational Nominating Committee, to be “Policy” for the 
Nominating Committee, removing any ambiguity as to how the Nominating Committee is to be formed and 
how it is to operate.  I encourage you to look this document up and read the updates for yourself. 
 
 

Concerning Other Matters of Importance:  
 

We are planning to resume live, in-sanctuary worship this coming Sunday, October 18, 2020.  I am proud 
of the manner in which our MFPC Family has responded to safety measures recommended for congrega-
tions by the CDC.  Let’s keep up the good work.  Our staff has been planning a Reformation Luncheon for 
the church following worship on October 25th.  This will also be Richard and Belva’s last Sunday at First 
Presbyterian.  Since this would have been the ideal time to say our final “Good-Byes,” the luncheon was a 
very appealing idea.  Yet, because of warnings given related to gatherings and the service of food, as well 
as the rise of positive COVID-19 cases in the community, the Reformation Luncheon is being cancelled!  
We will still have live worship with the presentation of the Tartans and the Bagpiper, and Belva will plan 
to be at worship with Dr. G.   
 

No one is more regretful of this change in plans than the Gillespies, but the health, safety and well-being of 
every member is of vastly greater importance in these days.  Let us pray for all who have been 
and who are ill with this devastating COVID-19 virus.   
 
 

The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus be with you all,  
Dr. G. 



Announcements 

Sunday, October 18 at 10 a.m.  ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL one class in Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, October 18 at 11 a.m. WORSHIP SERVICE & 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH & NURSERY 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING FOLLOWING WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY 

All committees are encouraged to resume meetings in October. 

Tuesday, October 20 at 6:30 p.m. SESSION 

Mark these important dates on your calendar: 

Sunday, October 25 at 11 a.m. SCOTTISH HERITAGE SUNDAY and   

the 25th will also be DR. RICHARD T. GILLESPIE’S LAST SUNDAY AT MFPC 

Reformation Lunch is cancelled for Oct. 25th 

Sunday, November 1 at 10 a.m. CHILDREN’S MINISTRY BEGINS 

Sunday, November 1 at 11 a.m. WORSHIP & 5 p.m.  REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 

Sunday, November 1 at 6 p.m. TRANSFORM YOUTH MINISTRY BEGINS (grades 9-12) 

Wednesday, November 4 at 6:30 p.m. IGNITE YOUTH MINISTRY BEGINS (grades 6-8) 

VIEW SUNDAY SERVICES LIVE ON OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL AT 11 A.M.  

GO TO YOUTUBE AND SEARCH MOULTRIE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH LIVE 

There will be a delayed posting of the service on our website and at www.facebook.com/MoultrieFPC 

Helping Hands: Food Bank 
From now through the end of the year, First Presbyterian Church is col-

lecting food for the Food Bank.  This is the time of year when the de-

mand is the highest. Please put any non-perishable foods – and 

toilet paper also  - in the large cream-colored Helping Hands 

box in the Fellowship Hall. Peanut butter, anyone? 

First Presbyterian Church 
501 First Street, S.E.,   

Moultrie, Georgia 31768 

www.moultriefirstpres.com 

 

To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are lonely and need friendship,  

to all who are glad and would serve others, to all who are complacent and need disturbing,  

to all who sin and need a Savior, this Church opens wide its door in the name of Christ, and bids you welcome. 

Thank you for your patience last Sunday as the staff awaited our negative test results. Youtube was uncooperative 

with streaming the Oct. 11th virtual service, but it is now posted here: www.facebook.com/MoultrieFPC/videos. 

https://www.facebook.com/MoultrieFP
http://www.moultriefirstpres.com


Sunday, October 25 

Scottish Heritage/Reformation Sunday 
On Oct. 31, 1517 Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-Five 

Theses to the door of the All Saints Church in Witten-

berg, Germany. This act is marked as the beginning of 

what would become the Protestant Reformation. Lu-

ther’s main criticism of the Catholic Church was the 

practice of selling indulgences in order to acquire one’s 

freedom from God’s punishment of sin. Luther be-

lieved that true repentance could not be bought or 

worked for, but was freely available to all who believed in 

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, through God’s grace.  

Some years later John Knox brought Reformation theology to Scot-

land from Switzerland where John Calvin was leading the Reformation. 

The Church of Scotland was established using a new representative sys-

tem of government utilizing presbyters or elders.  This later became the 

Presbyterian Church in America.  In Scotland, the church is referred to 

as the “kirk.” The Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans is the blessing of the families 

by the church and is a Scottish-American tradition often accompanied 

by a bagpipe  

Reformation Sunday Lunch is cancelled 
Due to the recent rise in community spread of the virus, the October 

25th meal after the service has, unfortunately, been cancelled.  

 

The flowers in the sanctuary  

Sunday, October 11, were given   

to the glory of God, 

and in memory of our parents  

Dr. & Mrs. Eugene Monroe Flowers &  

 Judge & Mrs. William Cooper Peters  

by Click and Debbie Peters. 

CHRISTMAS BOXES 
The Mission Committee voted for MFPC to participate in Operation Christ-
mas Child a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an international relief organiza-
tion this year. Their mission is to provide local partners (pastors) around the 
world with shoeboxes filled with small toys, hygiene items, and school sup-
plies as a means of reaching out to children in their own communities with 
the Good News of Jesus Christ, shipping them to children outside the US 
affected by war, poverty, natural disaster, famine, and disease, and to 
children living on Native American reservations in the U.S. The church has 
plastic shoeboxes available. Take as many shoeboxes as you will fill.  (You 
will need to make a $9/box donation for shipping costs online to SP.  De-
tails are available online or in the church office).  The deadline is Nov. 22, 

but earlier is better. Make this a family project!  

JOB OPENING AT THE PRESCHOOL 

We are currently seeking a fun, energetic, and capable person with a passion for 

working with children to become our new Teachers Aid! This person will serve 

alongside our Preschool Teachers Monday-Thursday mornings (9 a.m.-Noon), as 

well as be responsible for facilitating the Fun Fridays Program (8 a.m.-2 p.m.).  

If you are interested and would like more information or know someone that would be a good fit for 

this role, please email the Director of Family Ministries at dcefirstpresmoultrie@gmail.com or call 

229-985-3158. Please keep us in your prayers as we search for a new member of our team!  

FLOWER SCHEDULE 

Holly Beard is working on the  

flower chart for 2021. If you are 

interested in a particular Sunday, 

please call or text her at                

229-798-0669.  

Dates will be first come, first serve. 

mailto:dcefirstpresmoultrie@gmail.com


First Presbyterian Church 

501 First Street SE 

Moultrie, Georgia 31768 

229-985-3158 

Fax:  229-890-9715 

Email: firstpresmoultrie@gmail.com 

www.moultriefirstpres.com 

Return Services Requested 

The time that we have been apart seems to go forever.  I had thought that we would at least get to meet 

and eat on Sunday, October 25 after church.  

Because there has been an increase in the number of people testing positive for COVID, the decision 

has been made to cancel the luncheon.  I am disappointed by this development.  I was looking forward 

to preparing a meal and serving you.  We all will just have to pray harder that this virus will stop 

spreading and we can get back to a somewhat normal life. 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

In these troubling times, we have to trust and believe in God and His promises to be with us.  We can't 

see Him but we know that He is there.  

Our prayer must be "Dear God, Help us take the next step into our day and future days by faith--no 

matter what we see or don't see in front of us".  

Though our path ahead is unclear we can still trust God's leading. 

 

In Christ,  

Faye 


