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“On Being a Part of the Plan” 

This year’s Stewardship campaign invites you to “Be a Part of the Plan.”  As Beth Bates (who Co-Chairs the 

campaign along with Laura Perry Johnson) shared last week, she joins the current officers of the congregation and 

myself in our hope that all of us will understand just how important it is for all of us to fully participate in the life 

and ministries of this congregation.   

Of course, that means sitting down with your loved ones to decide what your financial contribution to the church 

will be for 2022.  This also means being present for worship, as well as events and activities that provide opportunities 

for fellowship and mission.  In all these ways, we seek to be a community which shares the love of Christ. 

As we invite one another to “be a part of the plan,” I realize that stewardship demands a great deal of us.  Not 

only are we asking for commitments of one another’s time and finances, but we’re asking for something else, too.  

Something that might be harder to perceive. 

Stewardship asks that we practice trust.  Trust in one another.  Trust in our elected officers.  Trust in our staff. 

Trust in our fellow Christians in Moultrie, in Flint River Presbytery, and in places far away. Trust in good-hearted 

souls who may not share our belief in Jesus Christ, but still seek the welfare of others.  More than anything, though, 

we are asked to trust the God we know who is revealed in Jesus Christ. 

The Bible says that “we walk by faith, and not by sight” (II Corinthians 5:7).  This is just one verse that in-

structs us to let go and place our trust in God.  Even pastors know how difficult this is to do; not only for members 

of our congregations, but for ourselves.  We are also aware of how difficult this can be for people who are used to 

“being in control,” whether that is through personal ambition or obligation to a sense of responsibility.   

Walking by faith and not by sight is also a challenge while you’re being invited to “be a part of the plan.”  You 

may want to know what the plan is.  You would be right, and you have a right, to ask about that.  But I would be 

lying to say that we have a specific, detailed plan ready to present to you so that you will know what your time and 

money will be supporting.  I can provide some idea of the trajectory that I hope we will be taking over the next few 

months when we ask you to “be a part of the plan.”  Hopefully, that will help all of us to make these commitments 

during stewardship, even when we cannot clearly see where we are going. 

I still have a great deal to learn about the people and ministries of First Presbyterian Church in Moultrie.  When 

I started here in July, I expected to find that much of what I am learning about had already been scheduled for this 

year.  To have arrived with “a plan” would have been rather arrogant of me, and would have communicated a lack 

of trust in the plans that you made for our ministries.  

So, the plan (if we want to call it that) is to set a course to intentionally assess the state of this congregation, deter-

mine what needs attention and how we need to adapt for the times ahead of us, then develop some plans to get to work 

on that.  It is my intention to collaborate closely with the Session and Diaconate in this task.  We will work together as 

we challenge current committees, form new task forces, gather the congregation in groups, and engage everyone in 

discerning the particular ways in which the Holy Spirit is leading us into a future that we cannot see right now. 

I believe that God has a plan for First Presbyterian Church in Moultrie and all those who call this congregation 

their home.  I also completely trust that as we seek first the kingdom of God through prayerful discernment, we will 

come to see God’s plan revealed in due time.  This will demand a great deal of us as we are asked to practice our trust 

in one another and in the God who asks us to walk by faith and not by sight.  

So, along with Beth and Laura and the officers of this congregation, I want to invite you again to 

make an intentional commitment to “be a part of the plan.”  This is an opportunity to walk by faith 

and not by sight.  This is an opportunity to exercise our trust in one another; and, more importantly, 

in God.  

In Christ,                                                                                                                                                      
Brad 
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To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are lonely and need friendship, to all who are glad                      
and would serve others, to all who are complacent and need disturbing, to all who sin and need a Savior, this Church opens                                          

wide its door in the name of Christ, and bids you welcome. 

Announcements 
Sunday, October 17, following worship service   CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

NO WATCH SUPPER THIS WEEK Wednesday, October 20  

Tuesday, October 26 at 5:30 p.m.  SESSION MEETING 

Tuesday, October 26 at 6:30 p.m.  DAD'S NIGHT OUT 

Wednesday, October 27 at 5:30 p.m.  WATCH SUPPER 

Thursday, October 28 at 5:30 p.m.  CORNERSTONE'S MOVIE NIGHT 

Sunday, October 31   REFORMATION/SCOTTISH HERITAGE SUNDAY with covered dish lunch 

MISSION DINNER REPORT 
The Mission Dinner was a great success.  Ticket sales 

and donations amounted to $4,036 less expenses of 
$1,222.17, led to a total of $2,763.83 raised for our 
program in Bangladesh.  This is the most we have ever 
raised. 

 Thanks to all who helped:  Richard Garcia and Jeff 
Hart, Dianne Klar, Janet Sheldon, Lee Walker, Thomas 
Coleman, Faye and Bonnie on Saturday. 

Carl and Leila Hall, Allie and Catherine Cannon, 
Frances Bius, Richard Garcia, Thomas and Nancy Cole-
man, Janet Sheldon, Lee Walker, Jop Long, Faye, Bon-
nie, Rondell, Teresa, Connie and Francis helped on Sun-
day. And thanks to Brooks who took leftover plates to 
Crossroads. (If I left your name off, I apologize) 

Patty June 

Presbyterian Women 

Moderator  Nancy 

Coleman presented 

Honorary Lifetime 

Membership in              

Presbyterian Women 

to Melody Jenkins 

during worship on 

October 10 for over 30 

years of dedicated 

service to her church 

and her Lord.  

***CONGREGATIONAL MEETING THIS SUNDAY, OCT. 17*** 
The Nominating Committee recently informed members of the Session that they are ready to present a slate of nomi-
nees to the congregation for election to the offices of Elder and Deacon. 

In order to hear this report and conduct this annual vote, the Session has called for a meeting of the congregation to be 
held immediately following worship on Sunday, October 17th.  All those who are active members of the congregation 
and are present may vote in this meeting.  Visitors and non-members are welcome to attend. 

The Nominating Committee will be presenting the following members as nominees for the following offices: 

For Elder, Class of 2024:  Melody Jenkins                For Deacon, Class of 2022:   Jim Lowry 

                                             Dan Jeter                                                 Class of 2024:  Beth Bates 

                                             Charmaine Johnson                                                Karen Carver 

                                             John Peters                                                             Katie Cato 

                                                                                                                            Laura Hall 

After the Nominating Committee presents these candidates, the floor will be open to nominations.  Anyone nominated 
from the congregation during this portion of the meeting will need to have agreed in advance to have his/her name sub-
mitted as a nominee.  

http://www.moultriefirstpres.com


 

Gladiator Games Last Wed. 

Youth Warriors battled it 

out last Wed., Oct. 6. 

Helping Hands  
From now through the end of the year, First Presbyterian Church is 
collecting food for the Food Bank. This is the time of year when 
the demand is the highest. Please put any non-perishable foods – 
and toilet paper also - in the large cream-colored Helping Hands 

Sunday, Oct. 10  Youth Service Project 

Our youth group helped tackle some  

painting projects at the                                 

Colquitt County Arts Center Holly Beard is working 

on the flower chart for 

2022. If you are inter-

ested in a particular 

Sunday, please call           

or text her at 229-798-

0669. Dates will be 

first come, first serve.  

2022 Flower Chart 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

Ansley (Moore) McLean is currently 
living in Clinton, South Carolina with 
husband Thomas. She is working as 
a pharmacist at Greenville Memorial 
Hospital. Ansley says her favorite 
memory of FPC youth has to be the 
friendships. “Most of my best friends 
going through school were friends 
from youth and I had a ton of friends 
from different churches in the presby-
tery as well. While we’re not as close 
as we used to be, pretty much all of 
my favorite memories from high 
school involve the wonderful group 
of people that were in our FPC youth 
group.” 
Ansley is the daughter of Kay and 
Darrell Moore. Ansley and Thomas 
are excited to welcome a baby girl 
any day now!  
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Return Services Requested 

Things are really hopping around here since October started.  The missions dinner was a great success 
thanks to many people who lent a hand to help. Thanks to all who came on Saturday to do prep work to get 

the food ready. Thanks also to those who came to serve takeout boxes and get the people fed.  I was so 
thankful that Bonnie was able to come Sunday.  She could not lift or move anything heavy but she could 
man the fryer and turn out her delicious chicken.  She is not working this week because she has therapy and 

doctor’s appointments. 
 
OCTOBER 20, 2021 
EXPO HOLIDAY —  NO WATCH MEAL 
 
OCTOBER 27, 2021 
HALLOWEEN MEAL: Chili, Hot Dogs, Slaw, Stewed Apples, Chips 
DESSERTS: Bar Cookies, Ice Cream, Cookies 

 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
God know exactly what the plan for our life looks like.  If or when we make mistakes, He reworks the 
things that we do.  He knows what our life-in progress will look like when completed. 
 

In Christ,                                                                                                                                                                                 
Faye  


