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Jerry plans to be in the church office each Tuesday afternoon. 

If you need him anytime throughout the week, please feel free to reach out via email or phone:                          

littlegerald27@gmail.com or 229-400-7958. 

From the Pastor’s Desk: 
 

It was good to be with you on Sunday and I look forward to the coming Sundays although I am sure God 

is preparing an exceptional pastor for you.  It is just taking more time than usual to put him or her together 

which tells me it will be a wonderful match. I will do what I can to prepare you for that celebrative mo-

ment.  Meanwhile we are in the midst of big choice for President of the United States.  In preparation I 

checked out a book on our first President, George Washington.  Since he fought for the birth of America I 

wanted to know how the first American hero thought and lived. Did he believe in God?  What did he wish 

for the nation? What did it mean to be an American for him? George Washington was a member of the 

Church of England.  After the War of Independence, he did not attend much and refused to take commun-

ion. Why?  I think it may have been tied to the Church’s early hostility toward American independence.  

He was a supporter of religious toleration as well as the free expression of religion. In 1775, he ordered that 

his troops not show anti-Catholic sentiments by burning the pope in effigy on Guy Fawkes Night.  When 

hiring workmen for Mount Vernon, he wrote to his agent, "If they be good workmen, they may be from 

Asia, Africa, or Europe; they may be Mohammedans, Jews, or Christians of any sect, or they may be Athe-

ists.”  Before he died, he detailed in his will that upon his death his slaves be declared free people and giv-

en a sum of money for their well being.  Also the children would be educated to succeed in life. He be-

lieved that the economic and esteemed greatness of America would lie in its farmland to feed the nations of 

the world. In his inauguration as President he offered a humble prayer: 

  Almighty God, we make our earnest prayer that you will keep the United States in your holy protection; 

that you will incline the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience to govern-

ment, and entertain a brotherly affection and love for one another and for their fellow-citizens of the Unit-

ed States at large.  And finally, that you will most graciously be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to 

love mercy and to conduct ourselves with that charity, humility, and pacific temper of mind which were the 

characteristics of the Divine Author of our blessed religion and without which we can never be a happy 

nation.  Grant our supplication, we beseech you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.   

He made me think again of what it means to believe in God and live on His earth with 

others like and unlike me. So may God bless each of you, your beloved church, our 

America, the world and especially the children who will lead tomorrow.  No matter 

who wins let’s press on to make this the best land ever.  

Dr. Gerald A. Little 



Announcements 
Sunday, November 8 at 9 a.m. DEACON’S MEETING 

Sunday, November 8 at 9:30 a.m.  NEW DEACON/ELDER TRAINING CLASS IN THE PARLOR 

Sunday, November 8 at 10 a.m. ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL & CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Sunday, November 8 at 11 a.m. WORSHIP  

Tuesday, November 10 at 5 p.m. COVID CONSULTATION COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, November 11 at 5 p.m. FINANCE MEETING 

Tuesday, November 17 at 5 p.m. SESSION MEETING 

OUR YOUTUBE CONNECTION HAS BEEN FIXED! LOOK UP MOULTRIE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH LIVE. 

Thornwell Offering 
Building Tomorrow’s Families Today 

Be a partner with us to change communities one family at a time. 

 
   Thornwell began in 1875 in Clinton, SC by a presbyterian minister, Reverend Jacobs, who felt a call from 
God to care for the orphans of the Civil War.  The Ministry of Thornwell has grown and evolved over its 
150-year history to be a leader in the call to care for children and families throughout South Carolina, Geor-
gia, and Florida. What was once a dream in the heart of a young man., God anointed and blessed to become 
a transformative ministry that impacted lives of thousands. 
   Moultrie Presbyterian has a history of giving hope and joy to families through our giving in the month of 
November. Fill your Thornwell turkey with coins, bills, or checks made out to First Presbyterian with a note 
for Thornwell. Just place your stuffed turkey in the offering plate one Sunday this month.  

First Presbyterian Church 
501 First Street, S.E.,  Moultrie, Georgia 31768 

www.moultriefirstpres.com 

 

To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are lonely and need friendship,  

to all who are glad and would serve others, to all who are complacent and need disturbing,  

to all who sin and need a Savior, this Church opens wide its door in the name of Christ, and bids you welcome. 

Our church family is profoundly saddened over the passing of our dear 

friend and Music Director Doug Hall on Nov. 3. Our prayers are with his entire 

family, but most especially his wife Laura and children Carl and Leila.  

The family has chosen to hold a private, graveside service Saturday, Nov. 7 at 10 a.m.  

A memorial service for Doug will be held at a later date.  

If you would like to contribute to the church love offering for Doug’s family, please send 

your checks to the church or place them in the offering plate and be sure to write “Hall family” in the 

memo line of your check.  

http://www.moultriefirstpres.com


Stewardship Campaign 2020 Kick-Off 
Several months ago, Richard Gillespie asked me to chair the Stewardship Campaign for this year.  He wanted me 

to be responsible for devising the calendar, preparing materials, keeping the various committees on track and mak-

ing appeals to the congregation for their support of the asking budget.  At the time (which seems like years instead 
of months ago), it sounded like a fairly straightforward assignment.  Terry Turner had lead last year’s campaign so 

ably but urging us to Embrace the Dream and it seemed like all I had to do was to build on that foundation.  Well, 

that was before the world completely fell apart!  I seem to have a knack for finding the toughest jobs.  COVID-19 
turned our world upside-down and inside-out.  My goal was to help the congregation Realize the Dream that was 

started last year.  However, that task seemed nigh onto impossible.  How could I rally the congregation when I 
couldn’t even see them on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings?  I shouldn’t have worried.  The various 

committees and staff worked in record time to formulate the asking budget which you should have received in the 

mail this past week.  As I thought about the track record of giving for this congregation and prayed about the job 
before me, I realized that even though this was a quite unusual year, I didn’t need to worry.  The spirit of giving in 

this congregation…your time, your talents and your money…has always been evident and I have no reason to be-

lieve that this unusual year will be any different.  Over the next few weeks, you are going to hear from several folks 

about various portions of the church budget and programming.  I hope that you will listen with open hearts and 

minds and eventually fully subscribe to the budget with your pledges on Commitment Sunday, November 22nd. 

Today, it is my job to present the Missions portion of the budget.  I want to try something a little different and get 
you to participate.  Think for just a few moments about what “Missions” means to you.  Think of one or two words 

that describes your idea of “Missions”.  I’ll pause for a few moments so you can think.   Okay…I’m going to count to 

3 and I want you to call out the word or words that came to your mind.  1 – 2 – 3 .  I heard a lot of different words.  
Everyone has their own idea of Missions.  I grew up in the Southern Baptist tradition, so some of my earliest 

thoughts of Missions centered around the Lottie Moon Christmas offering.  Growing up in the 1960’s, I was told 

about the starving children in Africa and Southeast Asia and was encouraged to donate my pennies for relief.  As I 
grew older, names like Mother Teresa, Cody Watson and Patty June came to be associated with missionary work.  

But if you look closely at the 2021 church budget, you will see that we can all become missionaries.  The Missions & 

Benevolences portion of the 2021 budget account for 14% of the total.  Here are just a few of the organizations and 
agencies that are recipients of our Missions funds: 

Covenant Counseling Center 

Children’s Cheer & Toy Shop 

Colquitt Food Bank 

Crossroads Gospel Mission 
Serenity House 

Valdosta State Campus Ministry 

Scholarships for our Pre-school program 
Presbyterian Home in Quitman 

Life Under the Son 

Boys & Girls Club of Moultrie 
Hope House 

Soup Kitchen 

Stop Hunger Now 
Backpacks for Hope 

Moultrie Oncology Support Team 

Variety of foreign & local mission efforts 
We have the power to positively influence the lives of children, the homeless, those suffering from addiction, the 

hungry, the poor, the sick, and the abused.  Teresa of Avila, a 16th century nun, stated our obligation to being mis-

sionaries more eloquently than I could when she said: 
“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes through 

which he looks with compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours 

are the hands through which he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are 
the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours.”  

This is your opportunity to become the hands and feet of Christ in Moultrie, Colquitt County and the world.  I 
hope you will accept this challenge. 

Melody S. Jenkins 
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Return Services Requested 

    2021 FLOWER SCHEDULE 

Holly Beard is working on the  flower chart for 2021. If you 

are interested in a particular Sunday, please call or text her 

at 229-798-0669.                                                    

Dates will be first come, first serve. 

Helping Hands: Food Bank 
From now through the end of the year, First Pres-
byterian Church is collecting food for the Food 
Bank.  This is the time of year when the demand is 
the highest. Please put any non-perishable foods – 
and toilet paper also  - in the large cream-
colored Helping Hands box in the Fellowship Hall. 

Peanut butter, anyone? 

           CORNERSTONE MOVIE NIGHT  

                              Thursday, November 12 5:30-7:30 

Showing: “Ball of Fire” with Gary Cooper and Barbara Stanwyck. Come prepared to laugh!   
Susan will be serving pizza, popcorn, & movie candy. Wear your mask, stay socially distanced 
and wait to be served. Let Susan know if you plan to come. Call if you need a ride.  

CHRISTMAS BOXES 
The Mission Committee voted for MFPC to participate 
in Operation Christmas Child a project of Samaritan’s 
Purse, an international relief organization this year. 
Their mission is to provide local partners (pastors) 
around the world with shoeboxes filled with small toys, 
hygiene items, and school supplies as a means of 
reaching out to children in their own communities with 
the Good News of Jesus Christ, shipping them to chil-
dren outside the US affected by war, poverty, natural 
disaster, famine, and disease, and to children living on 
Native American reservations in the U.S. The church 
has plastic shoeboxes available. Take as many shoe-
boxes as you will fill.  (You will need to make a $9/
box donation for shipping costs online to SP.  Details 
are available online or in the church office).  The 
deadline is Nov. 22, but earlier is better.                         


