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Recommendation to switch to Unicameral form of church government 

Information in preparation for Congregational Meeting on Nov. 13th 

 

Greetings in the Lord.  I hope and pray that this finds you well. 

A couple of weeks ago we began announcing to everyone that the Session has called for a congregational meeting following 
the worship service on November 13, 2022.  That is this coming Sunday.  Hopefully, most people have already heard the 
news about this.  

The purpose of this meeting is to act on the recommendation of a recent study commission to change the church's governing 
body from a Bicameral form (one that has both Elders on the Session and Deacons on the Diaconate) to a Unicameral form (one 
that only has a Session made up of elders.).  Responsibility for this decision lies with the congregation; not with the Session or 
the Diaconate).  Should the congregation vote to approve this recommendation, the Diaconate will be dissolved beginning in 
2023.   

Rationale 

Being governed by a single Session will be simpler and more efficient.  It will immediately mean less meetings, but that is 
not the primary reason.  Currently, several responsibilities assigned to the Deacons require motions for action be approved by 
both the Diaconate and the Session.  This often leads to frustration for both bodies due to the redundancies and inefficiencies 
built into the current structure.   

The congregation is smaller than it used to be, yet it still has a leadership structure that is decades old.   This structure cur-
rently requires the nominating committee to annually submit eight (8) candidates before the congregation for election as elders 
and deacons.  This is becoming more and more difficult to achieve.  If the governing bodies are merged there will be fewer of-
ficers on the single Session than are serving on the two bodies now.  The Nominating committee feels this will lead to greater 
success in finding willing candidates every year. 

For what it is worth, FPC Moultrie is one of three remaining congregations in Flint River Presbytery that has both Elders 
and Deacons.  Most churches use a unicameral model.  

 

Support 

The Session agrees with the study team's recommendation that the time has come to present this to the congregation as a 
viable form for the church's government.  Even the Deacons, who will be dissolved as a governing body by this action if it is 
approved, have stated their own wholehearted support of this recommendation.  

 

FAQs 

What will happen with the deacons who have time remaining? 

Eight Deacons will have time remaining in their three year terms at the end of this year.  All have been contacted regarding 
their interest in becoming Elders on this merged Session.   

Seven expressed their willingness to serve as Elders and will have their names placed before the congregation for election 
as Elders.  The 2023 Session will have fifteen (15) Elders. 

  

What about the jobs now assigned to the deacons, like Deacon of the Month duties? 

The responsibilities currently assigned to the Diaconate, including such ministries as the Building and Grounds 
(Occupancy) committee and the duties of the Deacon of the Month, will transfer to the Session.  While we work our way to-
wards integrating these two bodies into one, the Elders will continue to use the current format and arrangements for handling 
these functions. 

 

Motions to anticipate: 

Motion to change the governing body structure of First Presbyterian Church Moultrie to a Unicameral form.  Upon the af-
firmative vote by the congregation, the Diaconate will be dissolved and their duties, responsibilities, and authority will be trans-
ferred to the Session. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

501 First Street, S.E.,  Moultrie, Georgia 31768             

www.moultriefirstpres.com 

Sunday Worship at 11 a.m.      Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-5 and Friday 9-4 
To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are lonely and need friendship,                                       

to all who are glad and would serve others, to all who are complacent and need disturbing, to all who sin and need a Savior,                  
this Church opens wide its door in the name of Christ, and bids you welcome. 

Announcements 
Saturday, November 12   YOUNG FAMILY TRIP TO JACKSONVILLE 

Sunday, November 13   NO DEACON’S MEETING THIS MONTH 

Sunday, November 13 at NOON  CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, November 13 at 3 p.m.  YOUTH SERVICE PROJECT 

Monday, November 14 at NOON  CORNERSTONES MEETING at Margarita’s   

Monday, November 14 at 7 p.m.  PW EVENING CIRCLE at Shir ley Chandler ’s 

Monday, November 14 at 6:30 p.m.  YOUNG FAMILY THANKSGIVING (Lasseter ’s) 

Tuesday, November 15 at 6 p.m.   SESSION MEETING 

Wednesday, November 16 at 5:30 p.m.  THANKSGIVING WATCH & YOUTH CAKE AUCTION 

Thursday, November 17 at 11 a.m.  CORNERSTONES LUNCH ON THE ROAD 

Saturday, November 19    YOUTH FELLOWSHIP – Jacksonville 

NO WATCH on November 23, Office closes at noon Nov. 23. Closed all day Nov. 24 & 25 

Tuesday, November 29 at Noon   CONGREGATIONAL CARE MEETING  

Wednesday, November 30 at 5:30 p.m. WATCH SUPPER  

Wednesday, November 30 at 6:30 p.m. REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 

Motion presented by the nominating committee to place the following actively serving Deacons before the congregation 
to be elected as Elders to the Session beginning in 2023:   

       Beth Cannon              Connie Fritz                 Patty June           Elizabeth Strickland 

                           Beth Bates                  Katie Cato                    Laura Hall 

 

Motion authorizing the Session to proceed with all details pertaining to the transition from a Bicameral to Unicameral 
governing body form, and report back to the congregation when ready to do so, presenting to the congregation any mo-
tions that will require approval of the congregation.  These details are expected to include, but will not be limited to, the 
following:  revision of by-laws, policies, handbooks, and operating manuals; arrangement of Elders into class years and 
terms; review of governing body committee structure and recommended alternatives; revision of budgeted expenses, as 
necessary. 

 

One additional motion not related to governing body transition: 

Motion presented by the Personnel committee to vote on proposed changes in the Terms of Call for the Rev. Dr. Bradley 
K. Walker for 2023.  These changes are being presented so that they can go into effect at the start of 2023, when salary 
adjustments for other church staff occur as well.  If approved by the congregation, the terms will be reflect a 5% increase 
which is consistent with the rest of the church staff this year.  A detailed breakdown of the terms will be presented at the 
congregational meeting. 

 

Should the congregation approve this action, a task force will be formed by the current Session to guide us through this transi-
tion.  Not only will they be instructed help navigate through this new arrangement, but they will also look ahead to consider possi-
ble changes to our committee structures designed to enable First Presbyterian Moultrie to faithfully serve the kingdom of Christ in 
the years to come. 
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THE GIVING TREE 
Just a heads up.  Again the 

Presbyterian Women are sponsor-
ing the Giving Tree mission pro-
ject for the next few weeks. The 
Giving Tree will be placed in the 
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 13th. 

This project benefits residents of Colquitt 
Garden Manor who might not have a merry 
Christmas without your help. Each ornament 
has a Christmas wish list for one of the resi-
dents. To participate, unclip a resident’s list 
from the tree ornaments on the tree then sign 
your name by the name of the resident you 
chose on the men’s or women’s list by the tree. 

Please bring your wrapped gift(s) to the 
church by Wednesday, December 15 
and be sure to attach a label to your gift with 
your wish-list resident’s name.  There will be 
a big box for the bags of gifts.  Lastly. please 
mark your name off the list beside the tree. 

Thank you for always being so generous 
to those who need our help. 
The Presbyterian Women 

MFPC TREASURER’S REPORT 

                            FOR THE MONTH: OCT 2022                        FOR THE YEAR: JAN-OCT 2022 

 ACTUAL $ BUDGET $        VARIANCE $                          ACTUAL $         BUDGET $       VARIANCE $ 
 
Income  50,817 47,567      3,250   539,891 475,667   64,224 

Expenses  57,269 53,529    - 3,741                                 581,059 540,121             -  40,938 
  
Net                          - 6,452              - 5,962                      - 491   - 41,168             - 64,454   23,286 

CORNERSTONES TRAIN TRIP 

Moultrie Cornerstones joined friends from Flint River Presbytery 

to ride on the Azalea Sprinter Train, Saturday, Nov 5th. We had 

a beautiful day to relax, enjoy our friends — old & new —and 

watch God's amazing world go by outside our window. We all 

recommend this train trip and look forward to another train trip 

next year.  



First Presbyterian Church 

501 First Street SE 

Moultrie, Georgia 31768 

229-985-3158 

Email: firstpresmoultrie@gmail.com 

www.moultriefirstpres.com 

Return Services Requested 

Things are happening fast around here.  We have two more meals in November and two in December until 

2023.  SCARY!!!  Because of the menus we will have for the next four weeks, there will be no salad bar.  We will 

bring it back on January 11, 2023. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND MENUS 

NOVEMBER 15, 2022  Preschool Thanksgiving Meal 

NOVEMBER 16, 2022  THANKSGIVING MEAL WITH CAKE AUCTION TO FOLLOW 

MENU for EVERYONE: Turkey Breast, Chicken Leg Quar ters, Dressing/Gravy, Creamed Corn, Green 

Beans, Cheese and  Macaroni, Sweet Potato Casserole, Rolls, Cranberry Sauce, Apple Salad 

DESSSERTS: Chocolate Chip Pie, French Coconut Pie, Pecan Pie, Pumpkin Pie, Ice Cream, Cookies 

NOVEMBER 30, 2022 

MENU for EVERYONE: Bacon, Sausage Patties, Sausage Links, Scrambled Eggs, Gr its, Biscuits, Juices, Jel-

lies, Strawberry Cake 

DECEMBER 7, 2022 WATCH MEAL with SERENADERS 

DECEMBER 14, 2022 CHRISTMAS WATCH 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

God’s comfort is all around us, both to give and to receive.  The more we share His love and comfort, the greater our 

contentment is in life.  

In Christ,                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Faye  


