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“Living Faithfully Through the COVID-19 Shutdown”
Sisters and Brothers of Moultrie First Presbyterian Church:
“Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was,
and who is to come. (Revelation 1:4)
After these verses, the witness of Revelation proceeds to open for our review God’s divine plan for creation, and for
us. The greeting above, to us as well as to the seven churches in Asia Minor, comes to us from the future God has prepared for us in Jesus Christ. Realization of this has always intrigued me, filling me with tremendous hope for God’s
promise of what lies ahead for us, the great Church Triumphant, beyond what Revelation calls “the Great Ordeal.”
The world is indeed passing through a challenging time in the Great Ordeal. The COVID-19 pandemic threatens the
entire world in ways just now beginning to dawn upon us. When conditions, such as we are now entering, set upon us,
anxiety and fear of the unknown becomes an epidemic of its own. Our sure defense in the face of this threat is twopronged: 1) Gain as much knowledge and information about the disease as we can, including being tested when available, and prepare for the worst; and 2) Lean on our faith in Jesus Christ, holding firm to our Lord’s promise to be with us
in all circumstances, even should we be struck with illness, or worse.
This is a time for us to take extreme care for ourselves, our families, our neighbors, following all the recommendations given by the CDC, Federal, State and local governments until the crisis for infection passes.
As our congregation moves forward through this ordeal, here are some things you should know:
1) Worship Services, Sunday School, Choir, WATCH, Confirmation Sunday, Youth-led Worship and any other
group activities are postponed until further notice.
2) Session and Diaconate will not meet until further notice.
3) All Committee Meetings are postponed until further notice.
4) Church Staff met Tuesday, March 17th, to make adjustments to the church calendar for the rest of our Lenten and
Easter seasons. Dr. G., Penny and Susan P. will continue to keep office hours. The Church Staff plans to meet
Tuesday, March 31st, to evaluate where we are at that time.
5) Our Congregational Care Committee is staying in touch with our elderly members. We have food available as
needed by anyone. In order to serve those who should need help with shopping, picking up prescriptions, being
served a meal, we need to know who those people are. Call the church and we will pass the concern along to
Congregational Care, which will respond appropriately.
6) Session had called a Congregational Meeting for this coming Sunday to elect 4 at-large members to the 2020
Nominating Committee. Session will reschedule that meeting.
7) In the meantime, Dr. G. will arrange for a live streamed internet Service of Worship for Sunday mornings, 11:00
a.m., until we resume normal worship together. The Service will be broadcast live from the sanctuary by way of
YouTube. To tune in, go to YouTube through your internet browser. At the YouTube site, search for “moultrie
first presbyterian live.” If you see a place to subscribe to this site, do so. It will be easier to find in the future.
8) Please check daily your email, our MFPC Face Book page, the chur ch web site, and especially the chur ch
calendar on the website for any updates amidst these rapidly changing circumstances. We are keeping these
channels of communication updated for you.
9) If you have any questions, or wish to make contact with us at the church during weekly office hours, do not hesitate to call. We are here!
As we struggle to adjust to this new normal of isolating, frequently washing and sanitizing hands, let it also become
habit to pray for one another, to pray for the world, and to pray for God’s will to be done in all things. I have been trying to think of different songs to sing as I wash my hands. I found the following verse from “Amazing Grace” to be
most comforting:
“Through many dangers, toils and snares
We have already come;
‘Tis grace has brought us safe thus far
And grace will lead us home.”
Dr. G.

First Presbyterian Church
501 First Street, S.E.,
Moultrie, Georgia 31768
www.moultriefirstpres.com
To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are lonely and need friendship,
to all who are glad and would serve others, to all who are complacent and need disturbing,
to all who sin and need a Savior, this Church opens wide its door in the name of Christ, and bids you welcome.

Announcements

Services, committee meetings, small group gatherings
and WATCH are suspended until further notice.
SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2020 at 11 a.m. DEVOTIONAL SERVICE BROADCAST ON YOUTUBE

The church office is still open Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. & Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Make a point to drop off or mail in your pledges and offerings.
In great hope that things will return to normal soon… pray for our community and the nation.
We will revisit the church calendar at the end of March.
The events planned for Holy Week are important to the life of the church.
Join us in prayer that conditions will allow us to resume services and meetings by then.

DURING THE EFFORTS TO SLOW AND CONTAIN THE PANDEMIC,

STAY IN TOUCH ONLINE

This Sunday, a devotional service by Dr. Richard T. Gillespie will stream live on
YouTube at 11 a.m. Search for Moultrie First Presbyterian Church LIVE.
Our Facebook page is a good way to keep up with announcements or changes
regarding meetings and services.
And, be sure to check out the calendar of events from the homepage pulldowns
on our website at www.moultriefirstpres.com.

MFPC Treasurer Report
Month of February:
Receipts
Expenses
Net Income (Loss)
Year To Date:
Receipts
Expenses
Net Income (Loss)

2020
$37,038
($50,336)
($13,298)

2019
$40,452
($30,093)
$10,359

$71,824
($82,859)
($12,036)

$84,369
($69,992)
$14,377

A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER
During this time of uncertainty, when
many of our programs are suspended,
remember our church continues to pay
salaries, utility and maintenance bills
and support a number of charitable
organizations.
Please try to continue your regular giving
during these trying times.

COLUMBIA FRIENDSHIP
OFFERING EXTENDED

Columbia Friendship Circle mission: 1) Pray for the students,
faculty, staff, and all members of Columbia Seminary community
2) Encourage men and women to consider Christian ministry and
3) Provide financial assistance through selected projects that help
meet the seminary’s needs. In recent years support has focused
on scholarships for students with families and fellowships awarded to outstanding graduates.

This offering was scheduled for March 15, but church
services were cancelled. Please support the goal of 5
scholarships by donating to this mission. Donation envelopes are now available in the church office or you can
mail your donation to the office. Just be sure to note
Columbia Friendship in the memo line on your check.

HELPING HANDS BOX

It’s not too late to help out the mothers at the Hope House. They get to
buy things at the Mommy Mall with
points they earn by attending classes,
doctor visits, church, or Bible study.
Dads & support person (friend or
family members) can also earn points.
You can bring anything you would
bring to a baby shower: diapers, pull
ups, baby wipes, baby shampoo or
lotion, bottle, thermometer, nail
kits, pacifiers, new born bath tubs,
or baby toys.

Lenten giving more important than ever

During this Lenten season, the Presbyterian Women have distributed packets with 40 words through
scripture readings, meditations and prayers. The messages are powerful and are designed to challenge you
during the weeks of Lent. Think about those in our community who give up something every day of the
year … the necessity of food. As part of the study, we encourage you to place an offering in the envelope.
The envelopes will be collected on Easter Sunday and the offerings will be given to the Colquitt County
Food Bank to provide much needed food for our neighbors.

CORNERSTONES NEWS
Dear Cornerstones,

I was all ready for our meeting last Monday. I had my green ready from my head to
my toes and I was ready for making quiche green too! It is better not to trust the luck
of the Irish when it comes to the corona virus. So, we will suspend all gatherings, keep
our social distance, and wash our hands. Let us keep in touch with one another by
phone, email, Facebook and our church’s website. I will wait to plan more activities
when it is safe for us to gather again. In the mean time please let me know if there is
anything, I can do to help you in this time.
You are in my daily prayers to stay healthy,
Susan

**The Hot Air Balloon Festival is cancelled. They will try again for July
17 & 18 at the Tallahassee Fair grounds.
**Lunch On the Road to A.J. Moonspin on March 26 is cancelled.
**The Callaway Gardens Plant Sale on March 27-28 is cancelled.

KIDS! Summer Camp with Flint River Presbytery will be June 21-27
Be sure to check out our Dogwood Acres summer camp offered in partnership with Florida presbytery! If
you register by April 1, your camper (s) r eceive a $15 cr edit at the camp gift store!
Go to http://www.dogwoodacres.org/summer-camp/online-registration/

WATCH IS SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
We look forward to the time when
Wednesday Nights At the Church will return ...

SCRIPTURE ON THE SQUARE
Thursday, April 9
1:00-4:00
15 minute intervals

SAVE THE DATE
SUNDAY, May 31-June 4
Vacation Bible School
Rocky Railway Jesus’ Power pulls us through

5:30-8:00

Call the church office to sign up.

DO THE FIVE: HELP STOP CORONAVIRUS
#1) HANDS Wash them often, for 20 seconds
#2) ELBOW Cough into it
#3) FACE Don’t touch it
#4) FEET Stay more than several feet apart from other people
#5) FEEL sick? Stay home

Dr. G recommends timing
your handwashing by
slowly singing the
Doxology.

