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“First Sunday Back in the Sanctuary”
It was good to be back in the sanctuary on Father’s Day, Sunday, June 21. It was all
good, even if a bit different with distancing and masks. But seeing church family members and
friends, hearing the organ fill the worship service, the trio singing, Brooks Sheldon delivering
the liturgy and Dr. Gillespie sharing his sermon about “Telling the Truth” felt good to those
who attended and to those who shared by watching the live youtube broadcast at home.
We had a total of 53 in the sanctuary for this first Sunday back from the pandemic
shutdown. Ther e wer e 26 younger people below age 55, and 27 people above age 55. The
great majority of the congregation took to heart the encouragement to wear masks.
Deacons Marty Mathis, Carrie Norman, Paul Herndon and Kevin Blanton assisted those in
attendance with bulletins, seating and the masks and hand sanitizer made available at the door.
For now, Sunday School remains suspended and will be considered at the next meetings of
the COVID-19 Consultation Committee and the Session in July.
We welcome all those who feel comfortable joining us in the sanctuary this Sunday, June 28. Ray Lott will be
bringing the message while Dr. Gillespie is away for a week in Mississippi.

Session-Approved Guidelines for Worship in the Sanctuary
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All attendees will enter through the north and south doors to the sanctuary. An usher will be posted at each
door to assist attendees in maintaining social distancing while waiting to be seated.
It is strongly recommended that all adults wear face masks during worship, and all ar e asked to
respect the space of others. Attendees may bring their own or masks will be made available at entrances.
It is recommended that children over the age of 2 years wear face masks.
Adults who do decide to wear face masks during worship will be seated forward in the sanctuary.
Attendees who cannot wear face masks for medical conditions are urged to sit in the back of the sanctuary.
Seats in the sanctuary will be marked to comply with recommended social distancing guidelines.
Family groups are expected to sit together.
Ushers will direct attendees where to sit in order to maintain prescribed social distancing. Please
note that it is likely that attendees will not be seated in their usual seats. One usher will be assigned to each
quadrant in the sanctuary to maintain distancing.
Nursery will not be provided during worship and there will be no Children’s church. The Time for Young
Disciples will be omitted from the service. Children of all ages are welcome to sit with their parents in the
sanctuary during worship.
Worship music will be provided by the Chancel Trio/Quartet and the organist.
Offering plates will be placed at the 2 entrances so that attendees can deposit their offerings upon entering
or leaving the sanctuary. Please remember our Faithful Ones.
Friendship pads and passing of the peace are temporarily suspended.
Hand sanitizer will be available around the church campus and attendees will be encouraged to use hand
sanitizer when entering and exiting the sanctuary and/or restrooms.
Any attendee who tests positive for COVID-19 after attending worship services should notify the church
office so that appropriate responses can be made while striving to maintain the privacy of the individual.
As we re-open church activities piece-by-piece, communication with the congregation is vitally important.
Activity schedules and notifications will be made through the Stained Glass Gazette, Facebook page, the
church website, and through emails concerning evolving guideline changes approved by the Session.

A note to all those worshipping from home:

During the shutdown we switched to recording the service early and posting the recorded service on facebook each
Sunday morning. But now that we are back in the sanctuary for Sunday worship, the service is being broadcast live on
youtube again. It works very well for those who can stream youtube with a strong connection on Sunday morning. We
will all be worshipping together at the same time from home and at church. If you still prefer to watch on facebook,
note that there will be a delay until youtube archives the link to the recording that Melody can then post to our church
facebook page, the church website and send a link via email.

First Presbyterian Church
501 First Street, S.E., Moultrie, Georgia 31768
www.moultriefirstpres.com
To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are lonely and need friendship,
to all who are glad and would serve others, to all who are complacent and need disturbing,
to all who sin and need a Savior, this Church opens wide its door in the name of Christ, and bids you welcome.

Announcements

Sunday, June 28, Worship at 11 a.m.
FOR THOSE CONTINUING TO WORSHIP AT HOME,

VIEW THE SERVICE LIVE ON OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL AT 11 A.M.
GO TO YOUTUBE AND SEARCH MOULTRIE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH LIVE
There will be a delayed posting of the service on our website and at www.facebook.com/MoultrieFPC
or you can be on the lookout for an email link to the service from Melody.
Stained glass repairs will continue throughout June.
Vacation Bible School is postponed until next year.
The church office will be closed Monday, July 6.

**Sunday, July 12, Congregational Meeting to elect nominating committee members

Summertime Color
At left, the flowers in the sanctuary
Sunday, June 21, were placed in memory
of Sonny Hall to mark the occasion of his
birthday and to the Glory of God by
Doug, Laura, Carl, Leila and Kay Hall.
_________________________________
The flowers, at right, placed in the
sanctuary for the service Sunday,
June 14th, were given to the glory of
God and in loving memory
of Anne John McCranie by her sons
John, Eric and Christopher McCranie.

Have you updated your member profile?
Yes, even if your address, phone number, and family have not changed, we need you to complete the Family
and Personal Information forms. Susan is entering the information in Nick Rebbe’s church computer. It is easier
and less time consuming to enter the information from your form than to chase it through several different locations. The Personal Information form will give the additional information of which programs in the church that you
are active or interested in serving.
We now have received and updated 64 families and 131 individuals.
Call 229-985-3158 or use this web link to access & print member information forms to fill out and return to the church
office:
www.moultriefirstpres.com/home/information-forms

Dogwood Acres, located in Chipley, FL, is a 457 acre camp developed and supported by the Presbytery of
Florida. The property includes pristine forests,freshwater streams, abundant wildlife, 7 miles of hiking trails, a
swimming and canoeing lake, low-ropes challenge course, basketball court, beach-style volleyball court, and
10 comfortable climate-controlled retreat cabins.
New! 2020 Family Camping
Flint River Presbytery is hosting “Family
Camp” July 19th – 24th. Josh and Sommer
Bower will serve as chaplains! Rent half of
a cabin (4 beds plus bathroom) for $250.
Join your FRP friends for a casual week of
fun and adventure. Cabins will be rented on
a first come first serve basis, so register today!!
GO TO www.dogwoodacres.org then scroll
to “Family Camp Registration”

Summer Program for PreK
The summer preschool program started this
week and will run til the end of July. New DCE
Nick Rebbe stopped in to meet the kids.

ATTENTION:
Our facebook page needs help!
www.facebook.com/MoultrieFPC

We need help with our facebook page! Will you
volunteer for a 3 month period of time? Also, if you
ever have snapshots you would like us to consider
for the church facebook page, please send them
along to mfpconline@gmail.com.

I hope this article finds each of you safe, healthy, and happy. I have trouble with the happy part as I miss
seeing each of you. It was great on Thursday to sit with Bea Chastain, Jane Frazier, Alice Griner, Joyce
Laabs, Beth Rogers, and Beth Sheahan to fold Gazettes. It was good to visit with each of them across tables
and with masks.
Bonnie and I cleaned out three freezers. After we got the frozen leftovers assembled, I called Caleb Davis,
Verna Moon's grandson, to come pick them up. Caleb is director of Gospel Crossroads Mission. He was
most appreciative of getting this food. The food will be used to feed hungry men who come to the mission.
As we cleaned, we gathered food to prepare for Soup Kitchen in August. What a blessing this church is to
the two missions. You provide food to feed their bodies and the missions feed the souls.
This summer has been so unusual. I am usually making out menus for the WATCH meals from August until Christmas. Our plans are so uncertain that I am holding off doing this. No one knows what the future
brings.
I know it felt good for those who were able to gather for worship on Sunday, June 21. I pray that no one
contracted the virus and worship services can move forward. Bonnie and Rondell are cleaning the seats,
door knobs, and any thing else that could have been touched. Hopefully this will keep down the threat of the
virus.
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
During this pandemic we have been made aware that every day, every brief second is a precious gift from
God. Live each day accordingly.
In Christ, Faye

