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“Being the Body of Christ in the Age of COVID-19” 
 

The last time we worshiped together in the sanctuary was March 8th.  I remember going through all the motions that 
next week of preparing our normal service of worship for March 15th, when the decision was made at the last minute 
to suspend worship in the sanctuary indefinitely.  Schools closed March 16th!  Pandemic 2020 hit!  Everything 
changed!  All of that seems so long ago. 

 
Nearly everyone I talk to in the church, even folks I do not always see every Sunday, are eager to come back to wor-

ship.  “When are we going to open-up and begin worshipping together on Sunday mornings?  I believe I have good 
news!  Back in May, I appointed a select COVID-19 Committee of nine church members plus staff to discuss this mat-
ter and make recommendations to the Session concerning “when” and “how” we should open up.  This committee had 
a very productive meeting on June 4th and has made recommendations for the Session to review.  The Session will meet 
Tuesday, June 16th to receive these recommendations and act upon them.   

 
The Session will have final word on the “when” and the “how.”  With that in mind, I will go out on a limb to say I 

believe we will open the sanctuary for worship on Sunday, June 21st, at 11:00 a.m.  I invite you to be in prayer that this 
will happen.  After the Session meets, June 16th, I will immediately let the church know the Session’s decision.  We 
will publish “Guidelines for Worship.”  

 
COVID-19 has changed the world!  We all know the virus is highly contagious, transmitted very easily by way of 

respiration.  Simply being in conversation with someone can transmit the virus, and apparently the person with the vi-
rus does not even have to show symptoms of illness!  So, as we plan to congregate once again, we must put in place the 
guidelines approved by the Session for the well-being and protection of all our members from the youngest to the old-
est.  Worship in the sanctuary will be different than it has been, with social distancing and many not being able to sit in 
their regular places. 

 
When you receive the “Guidelines for Worship,” each member must read them and consider if these are adequate 

measures for personal safety for self and family, and decide whether or not to come back at this time.  When you do 
come back, the Session asks that all abide by the guidelines prescribed.  We do this out of our Christian concern for 
one another.  We must put into action the ideal of “Shared-Interest above that of Self-Interest”, as one member of the 
COVID-19 Committee affirmed!  This is, after all, exactly what the Apostle Paul encourages us to do when he wrote to 
the Corinthian Congregation: 

 

“The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; 
and though all its parts are many, they form one body.   

So it is with Christ!” 
(1 Corinthians 12:12) 

 

“God has combined the members of the body… 
so that there should be no division in the body, 

but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 
If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; 

if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it!” 
                                                      (1 Corinthians 12:24-26) 
 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, I am feeling most optimistic.  We must wait for the Session to act for 
final word, but I am enthusiastically looking forward to our being able to once again gather in the 
sanctuary to worship God as the Body of Christ we are created to be.   
 
The grace and peace of Christ be with you all,    
 
Dr. G. 



Announcements 
Regular services are suspended. Plans are being formed for re-opening.  

Please check your email and the website for updates. 

LOOK FOR EMAILED LINKS TO THIS WEEK’S RECORDED SERVICE ONLINE  

OR LOOK ON OUR CHURCH FACEBOOK PAGE AT www.facebook.com/MoultrieFPC. 

Sunday, June 14, the service will be posted online by 11 a.m. 

Tuesday, June 16, Session meets at 6:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall 

Thursday, June 18, Diaconate meets at 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall 

Stained glass repairs will continue throughout June. 

Vacation Bible School  
is POSTPONED  

UNTIL NEXT YEAR 

First Presbyterian Church 
501 First Street, S.E., Moultrie, Georgia 31768 

www.moultriefirstpres.com 

 

To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are lonely and need friendship,  

to all who are glad and would serve others, to all who are complacent and need disturbing,  

to all who sin and need a Savior, this Church opens wide its door in the name of Christ, and bids you welcome. 

Have you updated your 
member profile?  
Yes, even if your address, phone number, and family 

have not changed, we need you to complete the Fam-

ily and Personal Information forms.  Susan is entering 

the information in Nick Rebbe’s church computer.  It is 

easier and less time consuming to enter the infor-

mation from your form than to chase it through sever-

al different locations. The Personal Information form 

will give the additional information of which pro-

grams in the church that you are active or interested 

in serving.   

We now have received and updated 57 families 

and 114 individuals.  
Call 229-985-3158 or use this web link to access & print 
member information forms to fill out and return to the  
church office: 
www.moultriefirstpres.com/home/information-forms 

ANSWERED PRAYERS 

Thank you, to all those people who have offered prayers on behalf of the Corona family. Ann and I have been able 

to share with them that many of the members of the church have been praying for them and for their quick recov-

ery. We are not out of the woods yet, but hopefully it won’t be long before we can walk out and say “with God’s 

help, we made it!” 

Fred Rossman 

MFPC’s Soup Kitchen Report 
Holly Beard, Kay & Darrell Moore and Marty 

Mathis helped deliver and/or serve at Pathway Out-

reach Kitchen on June 3. Faye and Bonnie prepared 

enough food to serve over 75 people with TO-GO 

meals. Those who received meals were given meat, 

veggies, rice, bread and a dessert with bottled water. 

Please consider volunteering to help Jop Long with 

the next meal in August. 

https://www.facebook.com/MoultrieFP
http://www.moultriefirstpres.com
http://www.moultriefirstpres.com/home/information-forms


Help With Our Facebook Page  
www.facebook.com/MoultrieFPC 
 
If you would like to volunteer or if you ever have              

snapshots you would like to be considered for the 

church facebook page, please send an email to                   

mfpconline@gmail.com. 

Adult Sunday School Books  
  You can get your Sunday School Book for 

June-August by stopping by the church and 

picking it up,  

OR Give us a call ask us to mail one to you. 

They come in 2 sizes regular & large print so 

let us know which   kind you 

want. This summer you will be 

studying the “Many Faces of 

Wisdom”.  

You will find wisdom in Prov-

erbs, The Gospels, & James.  

Congregational Care 
Church members who need help with a hot meal, 

grocery or prescription deliveries or help getting to 

the doctor, please call the church office. The Con-

gregational Care committee and other volunteers are 

standing by and trying to stay in touch with the con-

gregation. If you or someone you know needs our 

help, please reach out. 229-985-3158 

Recent Flowers 

At left, the flowers in the                

sanctuary during the May 31, 

Baccalaureate service were  

given to the glory of  God, in   

honor of Chandler Booth’s 

18th birthday and in honor of 

the graduating seniors from  

Jim and Kellie Smith.  

The flowers, at right, for                 

the June 7th service, Trinity 

Sunday, were given to the glory 

of God and in honor of all the 

healthcare workers                 

by Holly Beard. 

New DCE Joins the Staff June 15 
Nick Rebbe is originally from St. Augustine and has spent the last ten or so years working with children and 

youth. He has a Master's degree in Theology and is currently pursuing a Master's degree in Catechesis and 

Evangelism. Nick is excited and eager to join the team. He will join us June 15 as the new Director of Chris-

tian Education. Make sure to stop by, meet Nick and welcome him to Moultrie First Presbyterian Church. 

https://www.facebook.com/MoultrieFP


STAY IN TOUCH ONLINE 
Look for our service this week to be posted on our Facebook page. It is also a good way to keep up 
with announcements and stay in touch with our homebound congregation. 
Also, look for updates on our homepage at www.moultriefirstpres.com. 

Well, another week has passed and we are still sheltered in place.  I have read, put puzzles together, and 

made curtains but these things just do not take the place of being with people.  I miss each of you so much.   

I can hardly wait until we can get together.  Slowly things are opening back up. 

I just have to be patient. 

 

I am doing my usual cleaning and organizing of the kitchen, pantry, and freezer.  This job is done each sum-

mer.  I will be checking the floors to see which ones need to be waxed.  I will check the carpet to see what 

needs cleaning.  Bonnie has been scrubbing and cleaning all the toilets with clorox.  She has scrubbed the 

doors.  She is doing a lot of  deep cleaning. 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

If we follow the footprints of Jesus, we can be sure of our path.  If we place our hand in His hand, we will be 

sure to get where we need to go. 

                                                                                                               

In Christ, Faye 


