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From the Pastor’s Desk 
January is the month of reassessment.  It comes from the word Janus who was a lesser god with two fac-

es, one looking back and the other looking forward. As human beings we do look back.  The past is never 

past said Mark Twain. We look back to what was familiar and offers momentary comfort but take care lest 

you bury your selves in it. It can become lifeless nostalgia.  On the other hand we have to face the future 

with all of its unknowns.  It does not go away.  It knocks on our door.  In Numbers 13, Israel stands on the 

banks of tomorrow trying to decide whether to cross into the Land of Promise or remain in the wilderness 

they had grown accustomed to. The Long Range Planning Committee under the direction of Joshua has 

returned with an optimistic report.  At the congregational meeting they report, “The land is ours.  Let us 

go up at once and possess it!”  However a minority report was filed warning that the obstacles were too 

much. “We’re like grasshoppers before what’s out there! Would it not be better for us to return to 

Egypt?”  Moses had a big job of turning ‘can’t do’ minds into ‘can do’ thinking.  Here we are heading in-

to 2021 with a virus mutating in order to keep its contagion on the move; a political environment that re-

mains divisive; not to mention our occupational and mental well being at risk. Throw in the turbulence of 

international unrest and we may ask, “Can we go back to where we came from.  The old troubles were not 

as troubling as these!”  But wait a vaccine is near.  We can get ahead of this virus.  

Wait this is America.  We will figure out a path to liberty and justice for all. Wait 

this is the church of Jesus Christ.  We will sing again, meet and hug without hin-

drance. Wait, here is my life holding on the gift of today.  True it’s only one day in 

all the days that will ever be. But what will happen in all the other days that ever 

come can depend on what I do today.   

Sincerely, 

Dr. Gerald A. Little 

First Presbyterian Church 
501 First Street, S.E.,   

Moultrie, Georgia 31768 

www.moultriefirstpres.com 

 

To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are lonely and need friendship,  

to all who are glad and would serve others, to all who are complacent and need disturbing,  

to all who sin and need a Savior, this Church opens wide its door in the name of Christ, and bids you welcome. 

http://www.moultriefirstpres.com


A Message from Mississippi 
Dear Friends, Belva and I received the Love Offering you collected for us as we departed Moultrie and we 

are both deeply touched and forever grateful for your love and your generosity!  The move back to Missis-

sippi was emotionally and physically draining.  And then the Holiday Season was upon us!  It all has 

seemed like such a blur.  Yet, we are safe, we are well and we are glad to be back home. 

 

Know that we miss you and think of you daily.  You not only will always have a place in our hearts, you 

have become part of our hearts.  We constantly wonder what and how everyone is doing.  We keep you ever 

in our prayers.  We hope there will be a time when we can return and reunite with our "Family" in 

Moultrie.  Please keep us in your prayers and, once again, thank you, thank you for your love, your kindness 

and your care for us as we lived and served among you.  Blessings to all!  We send Season's Greetings for a 

wonderful Christmas and a safe New Year for all, Belva and Richard (Dr. G.). 

 
Richard T. Gillespie 
6477 Kalipekona Way 
Diamondhead, MS  39525 
256-443-4100 Cell 

Announcements 
 

Sunday, January 10 at 8:30 a.m. DEACON’S MEETING  

Sunday, January 10 at 11 a.m. WORSHIP and  

OFFICER ORDINATION & INSTALLATION THIS SUNDAY 

Wednesday, January 13 at 5 p.m. FINANCE COMMITTEE 

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED MONDAY, JANUARY 18 

Tuesday, January 19 at 5 p.m. SESSION 

Helping Hands and Special Offering Report 
The church rounded out 2020 by collecting food donations and $1,800 for the Colquitt 
County Food Bank. Also, Thornwell Home for Children will be receiving a check from our No-

vember Turkey collection totaling $209.25.   

 PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION FOR CHURCH MEMBERS 

JANUARY 19-FEBRUARY 4: ear ly registration for  our  preschool will be open to                     

church members who do not already have a child in the program Jan. 19-Feb. 4. 

Application forms are available in the office. 



2021 PLEDGE CARDS 
If you have not turned in your pledge card for 2021, please do so 

as soon as possible.   

Thank you to all who have made a pledge for this new year.  

Liturgy  

Schedule 
January 17 

Beth Sheahan 

 
January 24 

Terry Turner 

 
January 31 

Paul Herndon 

 
February 7 

Elizabeth Strickland 

 
February 14 

Ryan Smith 

 
February 21 

Brooks Sheldon 

 
February 28 

Connie Fritz 

A CALL FOR HELPERS 

We are looking for two helpers to train in 

the next few months with Alice Griner and 

Dianne Posey and then take over the Back-

packs for Hope program in August when 

the new school year begins. This Missions 

Committee-supported program provides food to local stu-

dents and families in need. Please call the church office if you 

are interested 229-985-3158. 

 
LAST SPOTS AVAILABLE ON THE FLOWER CHART!! 

Holly Beard is working on the  flower chart for 2021. If you are interest-

ed in a particular Sunday, please call or text her at 229-798-0669.   

These are the open dates: NEED NEW DATES 

May 2 

August 1 

December 26 

Dates will be first come, first serve. 

 

If you or someone you know is worship-

ping from home during this time, thanks 

for bearing with the various technical dif-

ficulties we’ve had. But now that the 

YOUTUBE channel is up and running 

again, you can subscribe to it and it will 

give you notices when the services are 

live. Also, Melody has made an easy but-

ton on our website where you can link 

directly to the YOUTUBE channel and see 

the services live or watch archived videos 

of worship services. You’ll see these 

photo and the instructions (right)               

on the homepage at 

www.moultriefirstpres.com. 

ACCESSING OUR WORSHIP SERVICES ONLINE 



First Presbyterian Church 

501 First Street SE 

Moultrie, Georgia 31768 

229-985-3158 

Fax:  229-890-9715 

Email: firstpresmoultrie@gmail.com 

www.moultriefirstpres.com 

Return Services Requested 

Please consider getting the COVID-19 vaccine. The health department is taking names for  

vaccine appointments for those in Tier 1-b (first responders, people over 75 and high-risk people over  

65 and some other essential workers.) If you have trouble getting through, try again. 229-589-8464 

Every time I think we might see things getting better concerning the virus, things get worse.  I am praying 
that things will change with the vaccine.  I have an appointment to get my first shot next week.  Praying for 
this vaccine to be the answer to controlling this horrible virus. 
 
I would like to thank you as a church family for the bonus that I was given for Christmas.  I would also like 
to thank the Women of the Church for the gourd Santa.  He is unique and I am sure that I will not see one at 
my friends' houses.  Thanks to both groups.  Your friendship is a gift to me that I treasure all year. 
I wish each of you a Happy New Year. 
 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Christmas, my favorite time of the year, has come and gone.  This year was surely different!!!  Then came 
January, a time of new beginnings.  As uncertain as the events of 2020, here is a chance to start fresh.  
Anticipation and hope mingle to send us into the unknown.  God is the God of forgiveness and second 
chances.  Each new day is another chance to start again.  Let's make the best of each day. 
 
In Christ,  
Faye 


