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Greetings in the Lord at the start of this New Year. 

During Advent, we lit candles in worship representing hope, peace, love and joy, before proclaim-
ing their fulfillment in Jesus, whose light we celebrated when lighting the Christ candle on Christmas 
Eve.  Over the years, we learn that the light of Christ shines during a season that is filled with stress, 
grief, discouragement, and other pressures.  None of us are immune to these.    

Over these last few weeks, my prayer has been that every one of you could experience something 
of the hope, peace, love, joy, and light of God in your life that brought a special meaning to the season.   

That will be important as we look ahead to the things that we know 2023 will bring our way here at 
First Presbyterian Church in Moultrie.   

At the top of the list will be transition that we will go through as we consolidate the congregation's 
leadership into a single governing body.  Until now, we have had 12 elders and 12 deacons serving on 
the Session (elders) and the Diaconate (deacons).  For 2023 we will have 15 elders on the Session.  The 
first visible expression of that will occur this Sunday, when we ordain and install several deacons into 
their new roles as elders on the Session.     

Everyone, including our younger members, is welcome.  In fact, we made a decision to wait until 
Jan 15th before starting Kid's church because we believe our children will also benefit by being present 
for this special service of worship.  

As we embark on this journey to a single governing body, we know that it will take some time.  We 
will begin a review and assessment of how our ministries function through our current committees, 
while considering how we need to adapt in order to fulfill the ministries and missions God is calling us 
to in today's world.   

Early conversations about this transition continually identify the need to include additional people 
in the work of these committees and our mutual ministries.  A list will quickly identify several ways in 
which people can step up to serve:  teaching classes & Bible studies; running our Audio/Video equip-
ment (during worship and other times); driving the bus (no CDL necessary); visiting our sick and lonely 
members and friends; participating in care and maintenance of the building and property; helping to or-
ganize activities and events; making the transition to a digital world; opening and closing the church for 
regular and special activities; serving as an usher, a liturgist, or a greeter in general.  The list goes on 
and on, and we'll try to have some forms available soon for you to let us know. 

We also know that since Nick chose to take a new position, we will be conducting our ministries to 
children and youth in different ways.  In order to do that well, the leaders of the Christian Enrichment 
committee have scheduled a meeting for the parents/guardians of our young children (see information in 
this newsletter), and will do the same for our middle and high school youth and their parents/guardians 

in the next few weeks to chart out a course for this spring. 

       These are just some of the things that we know 2023 will bring our way.  And 
there are always the things that will surprise us.  No matter what comes, as we 
heard so often during the recent seasons of Advent and Christmas:  Emmanuel; 
God is with us.  Let us seek out and remember that this fulfilled promise comes to 
us in all seasons, and always brings with it those blessings of hope, peace, love, joy 
and light. 

In Christ, 

Brad         

      



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

501 First Street, S.E.,  Moultrie, Georgia 31768             

www.moultriefirstpres.com 

Sunday Worship at 11 a.m.      Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-5 and Friday 9-4 
To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are lonely and need friendship,                                       

to all who are glad and would serve others, to all who are complacent and need disturbing, to all who sin and need a Savior,                  
this Church opens wide its door in the name of Christ, and bids you welcome. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sunday, January 8 at 8:30 a.m.   MEN’S BREAKFAST  (at 1st Pres) 

Sunday, January 8 at 11 a.m.   ORDINATION & INSTALLATION 

                                                      No Kid’s Church this week 

Sunday, January 8 at 12:15 p.m.   CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT COMMITTEE  

Monday, January 9  there will be NO PW Board Meeting  

Monday, January 9 at 7 p.m.  PW EVENING CIRCLE 

Tuesday, January 10 at 10 a.m.  PW MORNING CIRCLE  

Wednesday, January 11 at 5:30 p.m.  WATCH SUPPERS RESUME 

Tuesday, Jan. 17-Friday, Jan. 20 PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION PREFERENCE FOR  

                                             PRE-K PROGRAM & FIRST PRESBYTERIAN FAMILIES 

Sunday, January 22 at 10 a.m. Parents Planning Meeting (for parents of church kids 5th grade & younger)  

Monday, Jan. 23 at 8:00 a.m.  OPEN ENROLLMENT BEGINS FOR PRESCHOOL 

Card Players, Hand 

& Foot Schedule 

1 p.m. Jan. 5, 12 & 19 

2023-2024 PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION 
There are Preschool Quick-look Information Sheets and new 2023/2024 Applications available on the 
lobby table outside the church office. 

 

PREFERENCE REGISTRATION PERIOD: Tuesday,  JAN. 17 - Friday, JAN. 20. 

Families already in the Preschool Program will receive registration packets from the teachers and 

have preference to continue in the program next school year. First Presbyterian Church families    

interested in the program can pick up and turn in                   

applications at the office to be part of early preference 

registration.  

Preference applications will be accepted January 17 - 20. 

  
OPEN ENROLLMENT:  
BEGINS MONDAY, Jan. 23 at  8 a.m.   
Preschool Director Anna Davis will be in the fellowship 

hall at 8 a.m. Monday, January 23 to begin accepting ap-

plications from the general public. 

 
Class slots are limited and they fill up quickly.  

http://www.moultriefirstpres.com


PRESBYTERIAN  

WOMEN 
 

EVENING CIRCLE:   

Monday, January 9 at 7 p.m.   

Dr. Shirley Chandler’s ,  
135 Southlake Dr. 

 
MORNING CIRCLE:   

Tuesday, January 10 at 10 a.m.   

in the Vereen Parlor 

PARENTS PLANNING MEETING for            

children 5th grade and under on Sunday,                 

January 22 @ 10:00 am in the social hall.   

See Diane Herndon if you have any questions. 

No Children's Church Sunday, January 8th.  

CORNERSTONES, 
MARK YOUR  

CALENDARS 

Monday, JANUARY 23 at Noon  

CORNERSTONES MEETING 
 
Thursday, JANUARY 26 at 11 a.m.  

CORNERSTONES LUNCH ON THE 

ROAD 
 
Monday, FEBRUARY 13 at Noon  

CORNERSTONES MEETING 

TO THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE ADVENT SEASON 

December 4, 2022: 

The flowers were placed  

in honor of Sara Strickland  

on her 20th birthday. 

Michael, Elizabeth and  

Andrew Strickland 

December 11, 2022: 

The flowers were placed in  

memory of William Coachman  

Vereen (Bud) and in honor  

of Lynwood Hall  

for their birthdays in December, 

with love from the  

Vereen & Zeanah families. 

December 18, 2022:  

The flowers were placed in  

honor of our grandchildren  

Joshua, Elizabeth, Katie,  

Nate, Cole, Taylor, Chastity, 

Lilly and BJ  

from Grandma Shirley  

& Grandpa Dennis. 

December 25, 2022: 

The flowers were placed  

in honor of children all over  

the world who enjoy  

the magic of the  

Christmas season! 

From John, Rebecca, Tripp  

and Audrey Peters. 



First Presbyterian Church 

501 First Street SE 

Moultrie, Georgia 31768 

229-985-3158 

Email: firstpresmoultrie@gmail.com 

www.moultriefirstpres.com 

Return Services Requested 

I look so forward to getting back to my work at First Presbyterian Church.  I have had a wonderful holiday season but 

need the structure that my job provides.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the church for 

my Christmas bonus.  I would also like to thank the Presbyterian Women for the gift I received from them.  Thank you, 

Gina Ellis Fountain, for sharing your wreath making talent.  The Peppermint Santa wreath is a treasure. 

 

MENU for JANUARY 11, 2023 

EVERYONE: Bacon Egg Casserole, Sausage Egg Casserole, Bacon Scrambled Eggs, Grits, Biscuits, Variety of Juices, 

Strawberry Bread 

 

MENU for JANUARY 18, 2023 

EVERYONE: Vegetable Soup, Potato Soup, Sandwiches (Chicken Salad, Ham and Tomato, Peanut Butter and Jelly, 

Pimento and Cheese, and Pineapple), Chips, Frozen Salad 

DESSERTS: Double Chocolate Chip Brownies, Lemon Squares 

 

On January 25, 2023 the menu will include the diet menu.  The salad bar will return at this time. 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

We are given a new start at the beginning of each year.  We do not need to set such lofty resolutions.  Just stick with 

one:  Trust and follow the Lord each day. 

In Christ,                                                                                                                                                                                  

Faye  


